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on a tough 

Budget 


Diane Coyle 
and Anthony Bevins 

Share prices soared and Lhe 
pound fell back from its five- 
year highs yesterday as the fi- 
nancial markets concluded that 
today’s Budget would be tough 
enough to reduce the need for 
higher interest rates. 

The FTSE 100 index leapt 
more than 23 points to 4,728.0, 
its second biggest one-day rise 
on record. It was the largest gain 
in prices since the recovery 
from the 1987 crash. 

Meanwhile the pound 
slipped back from its overnight 
high of DM2.91 to end at just 
under DM2JB9. Its index against 
a range of currencies fell by 0.5 
to 101.6. 

Pre-Budget speculation that 
the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
will deliver tax increases de- 
signed to dampen the budding 
consumer boom accounted for 
the stockmarket euphoria, an- 
alysts said. This would reduce 
the pressure on the Bank of 
England to cool the economy by 
increasing base rates again. 

Steve Wright, at BZW, said: 
“This was the last thing you'd 
expect before a Labour Bud- 
get." Bui the market was re- 
acting to rumours that Mr 
Brown would target consumers 
with higher taxes, he said. 

Many experts have been call- 
ing on the Chancellor to get 
tough in his first Budget because 
, rising interest rates have helped 
drive the pound to an uncom- 
fortably high level. 

But even as the financial 
markets concluded the “Iron" 
Chancellor would live up to his 
reputation by targeting the 
housing market and raising 
•“green" and "sin" taxes, 
Britain's biggest mortgage 


lenderwamed that the housing 
market was not booming. 

The Halifax reported that 
house prices climbed 0.7 per 
cent last month, to a level 7.1 
per cent higher than a year ago. 
This was far tamer than sepa- 
rate figures from the Nation- 
wide building society. The 
Halifax said: “There is no need 
for any specific Budget mea- 
sures aimed at curbing an al- 


Gordon Brown has banished 
the battered old red Glad- 
stoma n box that has been 
used by Chancellors on Bud- 
get day for more than a cen- 
tury. He yesterday received 
the gift of a brand new red 
leather-lined, hand-finished 
box made by three young ap- 
prentices from the Babcock 
training programme at Rosytii 
Royal Dockyard in Fife - who 
were only told a few days ago 
what the box was for. 

legedly •booming’ housing 
market" 

The latest business survey 
yesterday, of purchasing man- 
agers in manufacturing, sug- 
gested that the strong pound has 
not yet harmed output or ex- 
ports. But u has almost certainly 
hit profit margins on exports. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral of the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply, said: 
"It is encouraging that exports 
have not yet been hit try the 
pound. What is left of British in- 
dustry is a gpod deal more ef- 
ficient than it used to be." 

But Robert Barrie, chief 
economist at BZW, said: “Right 
across the economy profit mar- 


gins are under pressure. Com- 
panies are finding it hard to 
make money." Relief from the 
strong' pound was urgently 
needed, he warned. 

Most economists have been 
predicting modest tax increas- 
es, amounting to less than £5bn, 
cm top of the windfall taxon pri- 
vatised utilities. Yesterday these 
expectations had clearly been 
revised up, with the City dow ex- 
pecting a rise in the tax burden 
big enough to make a material 
difference to the interest rate 
outlook. Analysts warned that 
the markets would 'foil in an 
equally dramatic fashion if 
these expectations were disap- 
pointed. “The stockmarket 
would be very disappointed if 
Gordon Brown" doesn’t deliver," 
said Mr Wright 

Peter Lilley, shadow Chan- 
cellor, told BBC Radio 4’s 
World at One: “The only reason 
Gordon Brown wants to have a 
Budget now is to raise taxes so 
that he can tax more now to 
spend more later. That was al- 
ways their plan. It has nothing 
to do with the state of the eco- 
nomic cycle and it's a mere pre- 
tence to cover up the age-old 
tradition of Labour coming in 
and raising taxes so they can 
spend more." 

The Opposition parties' main 
pre-Budget challenge was con- 
centrated on the Government's 
Welfare to Work programme, 
and the windfall tax that would 
be used to finance it. Stephen 
Dorrell, Tory spokesman on 
education and employment, 
challenged the Government 
view that the scheme to provide 
training opportunities for 
250,000 under-25s could be- 
come self-financing, once it 
bad been given a kick-start 
from windfall lax revenues. 



Woman Invented killer’ 

A woman slabbed her fiance to 
death after a ferocious argu- 
ment and then invented a “mys- 
tery murdering, motorist" who 
had killed him in a road-rage at- 
tack. u court was told. Page 8 
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Why John Major didn’t go to Hong Kong 


Stew Boggan 

John Major could have been in Hong 
Kong but, for him, there was no com- 
petition. If saying goodbye to Britain's 
last colony of significance meant not 
saying goodbye to Denis Compton, his 
boyhood cricketing hero, then Hong 
Kong could waiL 

The former Prime Minister was 
one of 2,000 friends, families and 
faithful who turned up at Westminster 
Abbey in London yesterday to say that 
goodbye and to remember the skill, 
grace and flamboyance that thrilled a 
generation of cricket lovers. 

“To watch Denis Compton play 
cricket on a good day was to know what 
joy was." said Mr Major. “I could have 
been in Hong Kong. But I think I made 
the right choice." 

U was the son of choice being 
made more often these days by the for- 
mer Prime Minister. Immediately af- 
ter his general election defeat,’ Mr 
Major chose to go to Lord's instead of 
presiding over his party's disarray. And 
many commentators arc already pre- 
dicting that his memoirs will distance 
him further from those he will say alien- 
ated the voters. 

Compton, who died on 23 April - 


Saint George's Day - at the age of 78, 
is the first cncketer to be given a memo- 
rial service at Westminster Abbey. 

And not since the service for the 
broadcaster Richard Dimbleby in 1966 
was a celebration of life so oversub- 
scribed. More than a thousand appli- 
cants had their request for tickets 
turned down. 

Those who made it came from all 
walks of life and spanned several gen- 
erations. Keith Miller, 77, Compton's 
old Australian adversary, hobbled in 
on crutches; Sir Colin Cowdrey was 
there, talking of the man who brought 
sunshine to the dark post-war years; 
and JJ Warr, former president of the 
MaiyJebone Cricket Club, told how ef- 
fortlessly the genius astonished those 
who came to see his flair on the foot- 
ball field for Arsenal and his panache 
between the wickets for Middlesex. 

“In the last weeks of his life, a comet 
appeared in the skies over Britain," said 

Mr WhiT in a gently irreverenhhut 
warmly-received address. “Compo 
was a comet in his own right. Wher- 
ever he went, he cast brilliance in the 
sporting firmament." 

The outpouring of goodwill took 
Compton's family by surprise. Richard, 
41. his son from the second of three 



Best of enemies: Keith NHIIer, the former Australian all-rounder, mourns 
his old adversary at Westminster Abbey Photograph: Brian Harris 


marriages flew- over from his South 
African home to attend. 

“I didn’t live with Dad for most of 
ray life, so it’s very moving for me to 
see the regard in which he is still field 
over here." he said. "It is a tribute to 
the British people that they have re- 
membered him so well." 

Cbmpton played cricket 78 times for 
England, scoring 38,942 runs - an av- 


erage of 51.85. He also played on the 
left-wing for Arsenal, winning cham- 
pionship and FA Cup medals and earn- 
ing 14 caps for England. 

“He was unique", said Sir Cbfin Cow- 
drey. "Everything he did was effortless, 
yet* despite his brilliance, he never dis- 
played any arrogance whatsoever. 

“After the war, there were a few 

priceless people - like him and Vera 





in the 


Greg Rusedski celebratesafter powering his way into the quarter-finals at Wimbledon yesterday, beating Richey Reneberg 
in straight sets. Die adopted Briton served 32 aces and wiped the American off the court in less than two hours with 
a score of 7-6 6-4 7-6, and said he was determined to go all the way to the final. “It feels great to be in the quarter- 
finals but 1 don't want to stop here,” he said Photograph: Henk ItostetfProfessional Sport 


Lynn - who brought us back to our 
senses and taught us how to smile 
again." 

After the service, whose congrega- 
tion ranged from Lords Archer and 
Runcie to the comedian Jimmy Ihr- 
buck, the air was thick with Compo 
anecdotes. Of bis notoriously bad 
timekeeping and disorganisation. Of 
the times hewould turn up to play for 
England wearing the dinner jadeet 
from last night's parly. Of his smiling 
face everywhere advertising Brylcreem 

- in spite of its conspicuous absence 

- from his kit bag 

“This has been a great honour for 
him," said his widow. Christine. “I 
knew he was regarded as a big sport- 
ing favourite,' but T bad no idea that, 
he was this big. He would have loved 
it." 

Aside from the cricketing records, 
there may be another Compton lega- 
cy: Richard Compton's son Nicholas. 
The 14-vear-ola has inherited his 
grandfather’s passion for cricket and 
captains his year’s cricket team at 
Hilton College in Du/ban. 

“His says he wants to come to Eng- 
land to play," said Richard Compton. 
“And if he's anything like his grand- 
father there*!] be no stopping him." 


Itaandra WB Hants 

A recycled teabag from yester- 
day’s breakfast is not every 
one’s cop of tea. But with the 
price of a British cuppa set to 
soar, many may sacrifice the per- 
fect brew and resort tojust that 
. A staggering 185 mill i on cups 
arc drunk every day -more than 
the combined amount of coffee 
and soft-drink consumption, 
bai yesterday a UN food agency 
warned consumers that 
droughts in tea-producing coun- 
tries will mean price increases. 
'The Food and Agriculture 
Organisation in Rome said the 
dry weather in Sri Lanka and 
many African countries has 
caused a 37-per-cent drop in 
production in the first quarter 
of this year. 

With demand expected to re- 
main stable, prices trill in- 
evitably rise, it said. 

Tfea broker Ibny Kane, of 
Wilson Smithett, said: “If the 
cost of tea on the supermarket 
shelves was going to reflect the 
price increase of raw tea you’d 
be looking at a 20- to 25-per- 
cent rise. 

“But if there's going to be a 
whack-up in price then it won't 
be for a few months." 

- Britain imports 150,000 tons 
of tea a year to satisfy the 77 per 
cent of the population who 
drink it daily. . 

Twenty countries produce 
tea. although Britain imports 
more than half from Kenya 
alone. 

Bui Sarah Want a Tfca Coun- 
cil spokeswoman, said British 
companies would be prepared 
to go to other countries for sup- 
plies. She said: “In an average 
teabag there are 35 different 
blends of tea. The job of a 
blender is to maintain quality 
without compromising the price 

- it's quite an art. 

' “Tea companies will have 
anticipated the problem and 
looked elsewhere. They will be 
keeping an eye on China's and 
India's production." 

Van Den Bereh Foods, which 
accounts for a fifth of the UK 
tea market, supplying compa- 
nies such as Brooke Bond, said 
it was far too early in the year 
to evaluate how it would hit the 
consumer. 

Spokesman Duncan Bogie 
said: "We are used to fluctua- 
tions in the raw materials - it’s 
quite common. It will take 
some time to appraise the full 
implications of the droughts in 
Sri Lanka and Africa.” 

The announcement follows 
news of a rise in the cost of cof- 
fee. Extreme cold weather hit 
production in Brazil this year, 
forcing producers to relocate 
entire coffee plantations to 
warmer areas. 

A frenzy of buying by spec- 
ulators forced prices up to a 20- 
year high. Inevitably the 
consumer paid the price, with 
Nestld, for example, putting 
the price of its lOOg jars of Gold 
Blend up by 17p to JEL54. 
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Paris is the most romantic city 
in the world. 

Paris is only 3 hours away 
by Eurostat, 
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Editor hopes to make the 
‘Sun’ shine on Merseyside 

TKi* Cun nMivn4fu>riw.:j.. 


0131 il had approached the 

pnmirv 1 ,™^^ th«» rou ^ 1 tra £ e dy to try to end the long-running 

® Merseyside. Stuart HWins, the 

the > Hillsborouffh he bad approached the chairman of 

the H iUsborough Family Support Group: Trevor Hicks, to set up 

^asRSSKf* paper 

th“ Cr he ^ X ¥ ne read “The Truth”, the Sun 
H-tiTf h lI “ t “"“d toe 96 deaths at the Leppings 
L f" e , e “ d .°J n^orough Stachum was caused by Liverpool fans 

toe match. The story also claimed 
that some Liverpool fans stole from the pockets of the dead and 
urinated on policemen trying to rescue them. 

Mr Hicks said yesterday that 
the Sun might make a donation 
to the Hillsb orough Justice 
Fund to make amends for the 
article. 

“The Truth” was written 
while Kelvin Mackenzie, who 
later admitted toe story was a 
mistake, was editor of the 
newspaper. Mr Mackenzie is 
now managing director of cable 
television channel Live TV 
owned by Mirror Group, a 
shareholder in The 
Independent. Paul McCann 


Freak weather takes toll on birds 


More than 100,000 baby birds have been killed because of freak 
weather conditions at an internationally important breeding site, 
the RSPB said yesterday. The chicks - mainly kittiwakes and some 
guillemots - have been washed out of their nests in cliffs at 
Bempton, near FI am bo rough Head, East Yorkshire, by gales and 
driving rain. 

The RSPB estimates that more than 100,000 kittiwakes out of 
about 130.000 that have been bom this year have perished. At least 
90 per cent of about 8.000 guillemots bred in toe colony are also 
thought to have died. 

RSPB spokesman Chris Harbard described toe loss as a “huge 
tragedy” for Bempton, which has been a successful seabird 
breeding colony for hundreds of years. 

If toe storms had struck just a few weeks later it is likely the 
birds, which were up to three weeks old, would have survived 
because many would have been able to fly. 


Marsh faces crown court trial 


The former world light-welterweight boxing champion Terry Marsh 
was sent for trial at crown court yesterday, charged with attempting 
to dishonestly obtain a student grant 

Marsh, 39. from Basildon, Essex, who stood down as a Liberal 
Democrat candidate at toe general election, appeared at Thames 
Magistrates Court in London, answering unconditional baiL The 
charge alleges tom be lied about his academic qualifications in a 
student grant application. 

He was committed for trial at Southwark Crown Court in 
London and remanded on unconditional bail by magistrates. Two 
previous charges of deception involving £9,000 relating to student 
grams were dropped. 

Reporting restrictions were not lifted. 


Bullying inquiry in Western Isles 


Government inspectors are to visit a school in toe Western Isles . 
which has been at the centre of serious bullying allegations. The 
Scottish education minister, Brian Wilson, yesterday announced 
that a special inspection would be carried out at toe Nicolson 
Institute in Stornoway. 

The school was in toe news recently when a pupil. 16-year-old 
Katherine Jane Morrison, committed suicide after being bullied by 
two fellow pupils. Lee Anne Murray and Michelle McBratney, both 
of whom were later sent to a detention centre for three months. 

Earlier this month. Western Isles Council announced that a 
wide-ranging review of the management of the Nicolson Institute 
would be carried out. 
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Ship to shore: Tracy Edwards and her team have braved cruel seas on their long voyage 


Tracy’s all-woman crew 
cruise into record books 


I nternational yachtswoman Tracy Edwards’s racing 
catamaran was yesterday expected to set a new 
transatlantic speed sailing record for a vessel crewed 
entirely by women. 

The 92ft Royal and Sun Alliance was due to cross 
the finishing fine off the Lizard, Cornwall, lastnight 
She was then expected to safl straight back 
ble, Hants, and Is set to arrive this afternoon; .' ~ 
Light and variable winds sank her attempt to beat 
the French-held 'all-comers’ speed record. But, as the 
first al Mem ate crew to take on 0102,925 naU&Sjgtnfie 
speed challenge, their time wIU stand as th&frwk to 
beat. **• 

The catamaran, which set offlrom New YorK bn Sun- 
day last week, was chasing Serge Madec’s 1990 time 
of ax days. 13 hours- and .. : 

The transatlantic c«ws!ng j te;tte J ^r^^.^teB .voy- 
ages by the 1 0 women Arsis 
- in August theymtij atiacfctiie HouedBriteinand Ire- 
landsaifing rt^^of five da^ 2j^ys and five rnkt- 


Arte in December they wffl take part in the Jutes Nteme 
Round the World trophy r^tafienge. 

■During her latest voyage, Ms Edwards described the 
hardships she and the brew were facing, on the same 
waters which had claimed the Titanic. 

She said on a shlp-to-shore call: The weather £s 
pretty horrendous* It is.five degrees below freezing with 
the wind right on the nose, making the boat tossaround 
or shudder through the, waves. Just , when you think 
you have got your balance^ it pitches. There are a few 
bumps and bruises andseyeral of uS arefeefing pret- 
ty queasy. . r : 


fully dothed, so that they can be ready to deaffwfih 
icebergs. When you see tframon radar if s worse than’ 
seeing them ter real, becai^. as you hurtfe through, 
the blackness your imagination works overtimed 
However, despite the {fiscqmfort, Ms Edwards said 
. -her frrtenTBfigpaJ crew harfbeep "fa n t as ti c’ . She added; 

All that matters is the weafhq^.the sea, and what you. 
are doing on board at the tnte*. ' v ';"'...ffirirSen$ipta- 


Blind student’s 
' double first 
at Cambridge 


The admissions authorities at 
Cambridge University were scepti- 
cal when Nikhil Nair, blind since 
the age of nine, applied to take a 
chemistry degree. Three years on, 
the university’s first ever blind sci- 
ence student has gained the top 
first class honours degree in his 
subject at Trinity College, and one 
of the highest firsts overall. 

Nikhil, 21 (right), who also 
scooped two university prizes and 
will return to Cambridge in the au- 
tumn to begin a research degree 
in quantum chemistry, astonished 
tutors with his resourcefulness in 
overcoming his disability. 

He revised lecture notes from a 
computer with the aid of a Braille 
synthesiser and voice box, and 
was able to ‘read 0 diagrams 
drawn by tutors in blunt pencil on 
acetate film. In the tab, only exper- 
iments with the most dangerous 
chemicals were out of bounds. 



DJ Caesar jailed 


With four A grades at A-levei 
and the determination to apply, 
Nikhil was ideally qualified, ac- 
cording to his personal tutor, Dr 
Hugh Hunt "He has been fantastic 
and we are absolutely delighted." 

Fellow students have grown 
used to the sight of Nikhil speed- 
ing around the quads and stair- 
ways at a smart pace “J decided f 
could walk slowly and not bump 
into anything or I could walk at a 
pace I wanted and have the occa- 
sional collision. I chose the latter," 
Nikhil said. Lucy Ward 


Caesar the Geezer, Capital Radios 
controversial “shock jock” DJ, who 
resigned suddenly last month, claim- 
ing he had stomach cancer, was 
sentenced yesterday to 15 months 
■imprisonment 

He was sentenced under his real 
name, Chris Ryder, at Chelmsford 
Crown Court after pleading guilty 
to five charges of breaking the law 
relating to undischarged bank- 
rupts, and for breaching a 1993 
suspended sentence for obtaining 
property by deception. 

Ryder. 40, pleaded guilty to ob- 
taining a car on credit without de- 
claring he was a bankrupt 

A spokeswoman for Capital Ra- 
dio said yesterday that the station 
had believed Mr Ryder was seri- 
ously ill when he resigned. 

He was originally with Talk Ra- 
dio, when that station sought a 
controversial image and had been 
at Capital for a year. 

His agent, David Ham, said the 
sentence was "totally inappropri- 
ate". Paul McCann 


WEATHER 


The British Isles 


General Situation and Outlook: 


. ^ 
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Scotland will start cloudy and damp with 
some patchy rain. During toe day it should 
slowly brighten up with roe best of the sun 
along the north-west coast, but occasional 
showers are also likely, and persistent rain 
will never be far away from the south-west. 
Northern Ireland. Wales and western Eng- 
land will be cloudy and grey with spells of 
rain. Eastern and south-eastern England 
should start dry with a little sunshine, but a 
few scattered heavy showers will develop. 

Tomorrow. England and Wales should see a 
little sunshine, but it will be another cloudy 
day with scattered heavy showers. Northern 
Ireland and Scotland will also have a lot of 
cloud and some showers, but the far north 
may stay dry. On Friday the showers will be 
mainly over England and Wales with the best 
of the dry weather in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. The weekend should be drier, 
brighter and warmer in most places, but 



AA Roadwatch 


1 fflMggg n 

WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY, MIDDAY (GMT): c,dow»v; i.tolr; Igjc® hz.hazy. m.tifek 
r.rain; si .snow, &sunny; thjhunder ’previous day* 5 at local tome. 


patchy rain will spread slowly south through 
Scotland later. 


Aberdeen r 

Anglesey c 

Ayr rVa 

Bellas! d 

Birmingham sh 

Blackpool c 

Bournemouth f 
Brighton c 

Bristol c 

Cardiff c 
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50 
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13 
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11 

52 

Jersey 
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59 
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sh 

13 
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Dublin 
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11 
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London 
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Newcastle 
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48 
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10 

50 

Nottingham 
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Ipswich 

1 

15 

59 

Oxford 

c 

16 
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Plymouth c 

Ronaldsway c 

Scarborough c 

Shrewsbury sh 

Southampton c 

Southend f 

St Andrews r 

Stornoway r 

Tlree r 

York c 


Athens 

Auckland 

Bangkok 

Barcelona 

Beirut 

Belgrade 

Berlin 

Bombay 

Brussels 

Bucharest 

Budapest 


Florence 

FranWurt 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

Helsinki 


F 24 75 
Sh 17 63 
F 20 66 
S 23 73 
S 27 81 


Hong Kong Sh 28 82 


Honolulu F 

Islamabad n/a 

Istanbul F 

Jerusalem S 

Ja'burg F 
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F 26 79 
S 31 88 
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Buenos Aires S 14 57 I Kuala Lumpur F 34 93 


Cairo 

Cape Town 

Christchurch 

Copenhagen 
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Moscow 
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Paris 

Prague 
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Los An gales F 23 73 


Luxembourg 

Madrid 
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Malta 

Melbourne 


F 16 61 
C 22 72 
S 26 79 
S 26 79 
Fg 9 45 


Tenerife 

Tokyo 

Venice 

Vienna 

Warsaw 

Washington 


S 22 72 
C 31 88 
F 21 70 
F 31 88 
C 16 61 
■ C IS 64 
R 12 54 
S 27 81 
F 26 79 
S 40 104 
F 23 73 
S 27 81 
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F 25 77 
F 26 82 
F 24 75 
F 21 70 
F 22 72 
F 28 82 


London. All Leytoastooe. 
T jne closures at A12 round- 
abort inlil August 19 99. 
t codon, AjOS Haninas mith 
Bodge. Ctaed until January 
1998. 

Surrey, M2S J8-H1 Lane do 
aucs both ways. 

Bristol M5HS-19. Gcotraffaw 
oo Aecnmouth until 

August 1998. 

Swansea, A4S3 Fabian Wiy. 
Lane desures both ways until 
July 8th. 

Staffardsime, A50 Stokr On 
TTesL Major wvdes ai Mar 
nnril Mareta 1918. 
Leicestershire, A6 Lodring- 
too. Contraflow near Ml J24, 
West Midlands, A41 Wrtver- 
baagxon. Roadnods on Bo- 
ston Road until (uniter notice. 
Greater Manchester. A627 
Bardsley. Tfemp hghis on Ash- 
ton Rd 

Merseyside, A567 Bootle. 
Stanley Rd dosed northbound 
until further notice. 

Tyne & Wat A19 Newcastle 
area. Roadworks at K25ng- 
wmth. 

West -fa ks. Ml J 47.. MaJ® 
loq&fctnuuadwmljstintgSent 
15. 

North Mxts. A19 Thomaby- 
on-Tccs. Rcodworks. 


Out and about wftti aa 
ffopawotcti call 0338 401 far 
the latest local and nanonai 
tsatBc news. Source: The Auto- 
motila Association. Celts 
chared at 50p per minute at 
all cmes ime vm. 
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EDUCATION 

'Most dilapidated school’ 
wins share of £3 7m fund; ; 

A crumbling primary school, once dubbed the most dilapidated in 
Britain, yesterday learned it is among 200 schools to share in £37 ro 
released by toe Government for repairs and renewal. 

The Independent reported earlier this year how staff and parents 
in Norfolk lobbied their local MP, the then 


-at Weeting Prim 




to act over the condition of the thatched schoolhouse and 
surrounding mobile classrooms, where the children have to attend 
classes wrapped in anoraks during the winter. - 

Norfolk County Council will be able to spend almost £ltn on 
building a replacement school, the schools minister Stephen Byers 
announced yesterday. ' 

The Ridings School in Halifax, briefly shut down amid a 
discipline crisis last autumn, will also receive a £650,000 handout to 


been blamed as a factor in its troubles. 


Lucy Ward 


AGRICULTURE 


Deaths on the farm hit new high 

The number of people killed on farms rose by 40 per cent to hit a 
six-year high this year, according to official figures published 
yesterday. A total of 63 deaths, intending eight children, was 
recorded in the 12 months to April - up from 45 the year before. 

The biggest rise in fatalities was among self-employed fanners - 
levels were higher than at any time since new reporting methods 
were introduced in 1986. 

A breakdown of the accidents shows that tailing led to most 
deaths, accounting for 12 fatalities. Other mqjor causes of death 
were being trapped fry something collapsing or overturning, and 
being hit by a moving vehicle. Five people drowned or were 
asphyxiated, four were injured by animals and one was killed in a 
fire. 


FINANCE 

New rules for banks and lenders 


Two new codes of practice for banks and mortgage lenders, aimed 
at giving the public a better deal, came into force yesterday. The 
voluntary codes give customers new rights, set out minimum 
standards and make dear the responsibilities that banks, building 
sorieties and mortgage lenders have to their customers. 

All toe major banks and societies have signed up to the new 
codes, and copies of the rules are available at branches. 

Both codes feature a list of general “commitments” and a 
number of specific promises relating to issues such as what happens 
when people get into financial difficulty, as well as interest rates, 
mortgage advice, dealing with complaints and confidentiality. 

The new Banking Code includes several amendments to the old 
code, while the Mortgage Code lays down a “benchmark” set of 
minimum standards which lenders will follow, and also introduces 
a new framework for toe selling of mortgages. 


CAREERS 

Bright prospects for arts graduates 


Arts and humanities graduates fare jast as well in the job market 
as those on more vocational degree courses, according to research 
published today Their employment prospects Immediately after 
graduation differ little from those graduating in physical science 
and engineering. 

After four years, 95 per cent are either working or in further 
study, compared with 92 per cent of physical science graduates 
and 97 per cent of engineers. The average for all subjects is 97 per 
cent 

Six months after graduating, classics offers the lowest 
unemployment rate, followed by music, history, theology and ' 
linguistics. Graduates with accounting and business studies 
degrees find it harder, at this stage, to get jobs. 

The report from the Council of University Deans of Arts and 
Humanities and the Council for Industry and Higher Education, 
aims to counter suggestions that employers are unwilling to take 
on arts graduates. Judith Judd 
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news 


The high road to disaster 



Up against it A Volvo S40 (the only car awarded a four-star safety rating), a Mercedes-Benz C Class and Rover 600 (both rated with two stars) being tested under crash' concBtioRS at the Transport Research Laboratory yesterday 


Tests show that even 
‘safe’ cars can kill 


Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


Some of Britain’s best-selling 
family saloon cars do not pro- 
tect their occupants from seri- 
ous injury in road accidents, 
according to the results of offi- 
cial European crash protection 
tests out yesterday. 

Thirteen popular models 
were smashed into deformable 
walls to simulate crash conch- 
dons at the Transport-Research 
Laboratory. Two main tests 
were conducted to gauge the 
protection cars gave to occu- 
pants and pedestrians in the 
event of front and side-impact 
crashes. 

Only one car, the Volvo S40. 
was awarded a four-star rating 
in the tests - the highest possi- 
ble under the Euro New Cbr As- 
sessment Programme (NCAP) 
ratings. Five cars got three stars 
- the Ford Mondeo, Vanxhall 
Vectra, Volkswagen Passat, Nis- 
san Primera and Renault 
Laguna. 

The results showed that some 
expensive marques did not offer 
greater protection from injury. 
The £20,000 Mercedes C-class 
only received two stars as did the 
£17,000 BMW 3-Series. 

The Mercedes, which is cur- 
rently being redesigned, did 
particularly badly in theSidfe im- '. 
pact test - where a car is 
rammed from the side by col- 
lapsible barrier at 30mph. Ac- 


dream. 


— but you might wake up in 
hospital: The Mercedes 
C-ctass cfid badly in the tests 


cording to researchers, when the 
test took place with the Mer- 
cedes “the [ driver sj door shuck 
the dummy’s chest before the 
side airbag had fully inflated”. 

Edmund King, head of cam- 
paigns at die RAC, said the tests 
showed “price alone was no 
guide to how weD protected a 
driver and passengers are. Hie 
lesson is the consumer cannot 
judge a car's safety on the price, 
manufacturers reputation or 
advertising” 7 

. Other cars which only scored 
two stars included the Rover 
600, Audi A4, Citroen. Xantia, 
Saab 9&0 and-Pieugeot 406. 

-The results brought a furious 


response from the industry - 
aware that the public may shun 
cars that do not make the grade. 
In the Iasi batch of tests in Feb- 
ruary, the programme ranked 
the Rover 100, a popular hatch- 
back, as the worst for car safe- 
ty. Sales from January to May 
this year were 32 per cent less 
than the corresponding period 
in 1996. 

The Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders con- 
demned the tests as “trivial and 
misleading'". Roger King, the so- 
ciety’s public affairs director, 
said: “To star cars for safety on 
the basis of two different tests, 
ignoring other factors such as 
handling and braking charac- 
teristics is insufficient for accu- 
rate consumer guidance.” 

Mr Kmg aid the SMMT 
would not expect manufactur- 
ers to use the results in public- 


ity material. Ernie Thomson, 
chief executive of the SMMT 
said the industry had some 
“reservations about the tests" 
which he would discuss with the 
Government later this month. 

The industry’s comment 
brought a swift rebuke from the 
Consumers’ Association, whose 
chief executive, Sheila McK- 
edmie, called on the industry to 
stop “rubbishing the tests and 
undermining consumer confi- 
dence”. 

The test's supporters appear 
to have the upper hand. Neil 
Kinnock, the European Union's 
Transport Commissioner, wel- 
comed the new tests and an- 
nounced that the programme 
would be extended 

Describing the ElTs annual 
45,000 road accident deaths 
and 1.6 million injuries as “an 
appalling toll of tragedy”, Mr 
Kinnock said road deaths could 
be cut by 30 per cent and the 
number of serious injuries re- 
duced by half if ail cars matched 
the levels of the safest models. 

The survey findings will be 
published in Whoi Car? and be 
madeavailableto all 12 million 
RAC and AA members. How- 
ever, the Government will not 
force dealers to carry the in- 
formation. Baroness Hayman. 
die roads minister, said: “I be- 
lieve people will research into 
the safety aspects of their next 
car as more information be- - 
comes available.” 


Devices that disable cars if the driver is over the alcohol lim- 
it should be considered in the continuing fight against drink- 
ing and driving, said a report out yesterday. 

Breath Alcohol ignition interlock Devices have been used 
on convicted drink-drive offenders in the United States, Cana- 
da and Australia. . . 

They are one of a number .of new ideas that are “urgent- 
ly needed to beat the menace of drink-driving*, said the re- 
port from the British Institute of Traffic Education Research. 

Produced for the Ftortman Group, which is funded by sev- 
eral leading drinks companies, the report called for tougher 
sentences such as immediate licence suspension, confisca- 
tion of cars belonging to convicted drink-drivers and the ex- 
pansion of rehabilitation programmes for offenders. 

“This research shows that to reduce the drink-drive limit 
alone would be of limited benefit only," said Portman -Group 
director Jean Coussins. 



The learners 
from hell 


grip the nation 


Jojo Moyes 


4 


Driven to distraction: Above, Maureen Rees and her husband Dave. Below, another star- 
ring driver's hell continues when she cannot face the road even after passing her test 



LaK nigh! almost one-fifth of 
the country's population sal 
down in front of their televi- 
sions to watch a group of learn- 
er drivers reverse up kerbs, fail 
to stop and generally frighten 
the life out of their teachers. 

Driving School, the latest in 
a scries of “observational 
soaps'* on BBC1, has, been so 
successful that one subject. 
Cardiff deaner Maureen Rees, 
yesterday achieved national 
prominence for passing her 
driving test at the eighth 
attempt. 

Mrs Rees's driving lessons, 
aided by her long-suffering 
husband, Dave, have become 
something of a national ob- 
session. Her terrifying exploits 
have helped push the viewing 
figures for Drivin g School up to 
10 million - placing it fourth in 
the ratings, just behind Coro- 
nation Street, EastEnders and 
Emmerdale Farm. 

The audience tuned into 
the documentary series to 
watch Mrs Rees, 55, swerve 
into the path of a vehicle in the 
fast lane, argue incessantly 
with her husband and even run 
into him with their car, a Lada 
called Betsy. 

While surprised by the series' 
success, its BBC producers be- 
lieve they have hit upon some- 
thing of a winning formula. 
There are two more observa- 
tional soap scries in develop- 
ment: Vets in Practice, a 
follow-up to the equally suc- 
cessful Vets’ School, and Holi- 
day Reps , which follows a group 
of holiday reps in their first sea- 
son in Minorca and Lanzarotc. 

“It’s about having characters 
that people can latch onto.' the 
executive producer of the se- 
ries, Grant Mansfield, said. 
“There’s an dement of the un- 
derdog there, someone des- 
tined to foil but who passed at 
the end.” 

Hying to explain the success 
of Liming Lessons, he added: 
"There’s also the obvious thing 
about rites of passage and uni- 
versal experience. Everyone 


can remember their own 
lessons." 

Martin .Arnold, spokesman 
for the British School of Mo- 
toring. agrees. “It's something 
that touches everybody’s lives 
in one way or another. There's 
also a mentality among drivers 
that we till think we're the 
greatest. We're all very critical 
of other drivers. And' it’s fun- 
ny watching other people." he 
said. 

The series has been attacked 
by some driving instructors, 
who believe that their profes- 
sion has been made to took 
foolish. But Mr .Arnold says 
that the most important thing 
it highlights Ls the importance 
of finding a good driving 
instructor. 


‘We all think 
we’re the 
greatest drivers. 
And it’s funny 
watching 
other people’ 


“Learning io drive and tak- 
ing your driving test are two of 
the most stressful things in 
people's lives. Things are dif- 
ferent from when mum and 
dad learned to drive.” he said. 

“Hr people who want to 
lake driving lessons, BSM s 
message would be ‘don't be 
fooled by what you've seen. It 
can be a lot more straightfor- 
ward. And make sure you get 
the right driving instructor. 
You've seen the nightmare 
that can happen if you at- 
tempt to do it with a relative’.” 

Approximately 1.5 million 
people are currently learning 
to drive, with 1 million driving 
tests taking place annually. 

Maureen Rees's test day 
will be screened in two weeks. 
Drivers in the United States 
should take note: Mrs Rees 
plans to celebrate with a fly-dri- 
ve holiday to Florida. 


WE CEZTAlKW CAN, Mr Bayfield. 

*•$>- 

National Savings Income 


>■£*£ A 






Tve just taken 
early retirement. So now I 
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But I need to. have enough money 
coming in to enjoy these new 
y hobbies. Can you help?” 

George Bayfield, Ipswich 
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news 


Don t force 
marches 
through, 
says Ahem 


Michael Streeter 


The tension surrounding this 
weekend's highly charged Or- 
ange parade at Drumcree in- 
creased yesterday when the 
new Irish premier, Bertie 
Ahem, urged the Government 
not to "force the march 
through. 

At the same time, national- 
ist residents on the controver- 
sial Garvargby Road route 
through Portadcwn announced 
plans to hold nightly pickets on 
the roadside from today. 

Mr Ahem, who yesterday 
held a brief meeting in Belfast 
with Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
indicated that his support for 
any decision by her on the fate 
of Sundays planned inarch was 
not guaranteed. 

“Nobody wanLS to see the 
march forced through." he said. 
Asked if he would support her 
decision - due later this week 
- he added: “That will depend 
on what it is." 

A more trenchant view still 
came from the Irish Foreign 
Minister. Ray Burke, who said 
it would be “folly" to force the 
parade through. 

Their remarks were seen as 
a reminder of just how much 
hangs on Ms Mowlam's deci- 
sion. 

By allowing the march 
through- she risks alienating the 
Irish Government and the Na- 
tionalist community at a criti- 
cal time for the prospects of 
peace. 

Against that, The Independent 
revealed last week that sec- 
tions of the Orange Order have 
drawn up plans to bring the 
rovince to a standstill if the 
ortadown march is not al- 
lowed through its traditional 
route. 

One theory is that the Gov- 
ernment might allow the march 
to go through, ensuring a short. 


if sharp backlash, rather than a 
long, drawn -cm stand-off. 

Mr Ahem, who will.be rais- 
ing the issue in talks with Tony 
Blair in London tomorrow, 
went out of his way to praise Ms 
Mowlam as a person of “com- 
mitment, energy and drive". 

He also said he would do 
everything possible to bring 
about peace in Northern Ire- 
land. 

“I will play ray part and 1 look 
forward to doing that maybe in 
a more helpful way than has 
been done in the past." said Mr 
Ahem, who later held talks in 
Dublin with represen tat ives of 
the ftirtadown residents and 
others from the Ormeau Road 
in Belfast. 

Earlier. Ms Mowlam said 
she was surprised by the deci- 
sion of the Nationalist resi- 
dents to hold the roadside vigils. 

“I hope the demonstration is 
peaceful and within the law and 
in the end that it will still work 
for common sense to prevail," 
she said. 

Brendan McKenna, spokes- 
man for the residents, said a 
street festival planned for the 
day of the parade on Sunday wili 
also go ahead. 

He urged the Secreiaty of 
State and the RUC Chief Con- 
stable to re-route the Orange 
Parade from Drumcree Chun*. 

“For one year the National- 
ist community must have a 
breathing space from the pa- 
rade. from the fear, the anger 
and the real apprehension it 
causes." 

He also confirmed elaborate 
plans for a “justice camp" and 
protests involving women and 
children. 

The protests were immedi- 
ately condemned by unionists as 
deliberately provocative. The 
Democratic Unionist Party's 
Nigel Dodds said: “It s a clear 
attempt to up the ante. This is 
deeply regrettable." 



Sister sledge laps up big chill on the trail of adventure 


Cold front: Wendy Smith, who is to attempt a single-handed crossing of the North American continent to raise funds for charity, with two of 


Photograph: Steve Hill/Newsteam 


her canine companions, Huskies Skeeta and Lupo, at the World of Snow ski slope in Telford, Shropshire 


Union plans summer of discontent 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


The Government is facing its 
first major industrial conflict af- 
ter leaders of 9.000 cabin crew 
at British Airwavs decided to 
press ahead with a ihree-day 
strike expected to begin next 
Wednesday. 

If the action goes ahead, all 
BA services using Heathrow will 
be affected together with all in- 
tercontinental flights from 
Gatwick, although the airline 
will attempt to operate as many 
services as it can with the help 
of non-strikers and staff on 
short-term contracts. 


While cabin crew leadens de- 
cided to go ahead with indus- 
trial action, representatives of 
9,000 ground staff opted to 
suspend a derision on stoppages 
for 4S hours pending talks with 
management. 

If negotiations involving BAs 
airport workers break down, 
they may deride to walk out for 
24 hours on U July to coincide 
with the third day of the cabin 
crew stoppage. 

In a telephone conversation 
with Bill Morris, leader of the 
Transport and General Work- 
ers' Union, Bob Ayling the air- 
line’s chief executive, agreed to 
address the grievances of 


ground staff. According to the 
union, however, he registered 
no enthusiasm to discuss the 
cabin crews' grievances. 

Management later however 
professed “amazement" at the 
unions decision to call the 
strike. A spokesman said that 
Mr Ayling had agreed to outside 
conciliation on the issue as re- 
quested by Mr Morris. 

The company is prepared to 
negotiate on the terms and 
conditions of 1,400 staff who 
work for the airline's catering 
division which is to be sold off. 
Many catering staff have fam- 
ilies bn the Indian Sub-Conti- 
nent and may respond to 


improved assurances of sub- 
sided travel when the sub- 
sidiary is sold. 

Mr Morris agreed to sus- 
pended a decision over a strike 
by ground staffs which is threat- 
ened in protest at the sell off, 
but authorised the 3-day stop- 
page by cabin crew. 

The transport union leader 
said he would appeal to Mr 
Ayling to negotiate on both dis- 
putes. Mr Moms said that the 
airline's chief executive, how- 
ever, made it clear that he was 
only prepared to address the 
concerns of ground staff. 

He accused Mr Ayling of 
turning a “deaf ear" to common 


sense and called on BA to ne- 
gotiate a settlement of the cab- 
in crew’s dispute. 

Mr Ayling said there had 
been a “breakdown in com- 
munications” at the union. He 
contended that Mr Morris had 
given him until the end of yes- 
terday to respond to the union's 
arguments. The T&G had nev- 
ertheless authorised action be- 
fore the deadline, he said. 

The BA chief executive said 
that the suggestion of involving 
an outside “facilitator" was a 
good one. Later last night a 
union spokesman commented 
“Why don’t they just speak to 
the union?" 


DNA 

break in 
Kent 
murder 
hunt 

Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A DNA sample of the suspect- 
ed killer of Ian Russell and her 
daughter Megan has been re- 
covered in what could he a 
breakthrough in the investiga- 
tion. A forensic technique has 
allowed police to recover DNA 

- a unique genetic fingerprint 

- from dead hair from the 
scene of the murder in Kent. 
Previously DNA samples had to 
be from living cells tor a sam- 
ple to be obtained. 

The mother, 44, and her six- 
year-okl daughter were blud- 
geoned to death a year ago. The 
second daughter Josic, 10, was 
left for dead by the attacker, 
who also killed their dog. The 
assault happened on a count ty 
footpath near the family's home 
in Chillenden. Kent. 

Police believe a hummer was 
used. Josic barely survived but 
gradually regained her power of 
speech and began to remember 
details of what happened. 

She and her father, Shaun 
Russell, now live in Wales, 
where the family lived before 
moving lo Kent. 

The Forensic Science Service 
has developed a method of ob- 
taining mitochondrial DNA 
from dead hair and bones. It 
was used to identify the bones 
of the Tkar’s family four years 
ago. The DNA is inherited 
through the mother and does 
not degrade like chromosomal 
DNA currently obtained from 
living cells such as blood and 
saliva samples. A hair sample 
without roots was recovered 
from the murder scene. 

Mitochondrial DNA is not as 
accurate ns the current system 
but could help eliminate sus- 
pects and provide additional ev- 
idence against the alleged toiler. 
The breakthrough in the DNA 
sampling is expected to be an- 
nounced today. 

Doctor Janet Thompson, 
chief executive of the Forensic 
Science Sendee, said yesterday 
that the new DNA technique 
was capable of providing a vi- 
tal piece of evidence in the case, 
as it cannot be relied upon ou 
its own. 
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NotWes: branch today. Or if uou prefer, complete ana 


Call 0800 200 400 

MON TO FRI S.OOom TO 8.00pm SAT 9.QOom TO 6.00pm 


%-i:! 'h-: MiiT:i:.i..i;i Ro:u: :i ! i" 

LONDf.?:.' ec:b 3,L '. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


Where appropriate. lower rate tan fcyrrently 20A.1 win be deducted ot source from the interesi paid (which man be reclaimed by resident non-taxpayers). 
Otherwise, (for example, subject to the required registration (orml. Interest will be paid grass. The qrass rote is the rote before deductinq income tax. AH rates are 
subject to variation. The interest rate quoted will apply only if no withdrawals ore made within the two years. We may monitor and record your phone colls with 
us in order to nwintom ond improve our service. Notional Westminster Bonk Pic. Registered Office: 4 1 loihbury, London EC2P 2SP. Rpqistered Number; MP027 
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The Complete Encyclopaedia 
of English Cricket on CD-ROM 


Save 
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news 


Famfly-frieodly policies, such as 
job shares and fleri-tirne are fail- 
ing to be relevant to many 
working fathers, according to a 
new report. 

Cutting back on working 
hours is simply not an option for 
many working dads who mav 
want to spend more time with 
their families but as the main 
breadwinners just cannot afford 
to do so. But many men still 
have no idea that becoming a 
father may affect their work and 
have no way of dealing with die 
increased demands that 
fatherhood brings, the British 
Psychological Society’s Women 
and Psychology Conference 
heard yesterday. 

More than 50 per cent of men 
bad not made any plans to 
combine work and "fatherhood 
said Sarah Lewis, a chartered 
organisational psychologist. 


“With working mothers there 
are visible signs -people are al- 
ways asking when is it due or are 
you going back to work? That 
doesn't happen to men" said 
Ms Lewis, who interviewed 200 
men about how they coped 
with being a working father and 
identified three main groups. 

The first was the “daddy 
track” - workers who bad 
adopted long-term strategies 
to help them be a successful fa- 
ther. These workers deliberately 
tried to work shorter hours, had 
lower expectations of their role 
at work and often did not seek 
or refused promotion. They 
sought jobs close to home and 
also often chose jots that had 
a minimum of overnight travel. 

The second group had part- 
ners who worked full-time who 
employed a lot of short-term 
strategies in order to play their 



... but real 
women 
can still 
get ahead 


h wider role in the home is often incompatible with being a breadwinner. Glenda Cooper on the latest research 

Why a 
working 
father can 
never be 
a true 
new man 


Balancing act: A working dad collects his son from the Pillar Box Nursery, Bow, east London yesterday; after a long day Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


part mchDdraising. "They were 
significantly more involved in 
day- to day childcare than their 
fathers had been," said Ms 
Lewis. “Because their wives 
worked they had to manage 
tbdr working fives better and do 
more childcare.” 

The other group was the “in- 


divisible parents”, she said. 
“These fathers said T work 
long hours because I am the 
mam breadwinner. My wife is 
at home looking after the chil- 
dren. We're both doing a good 
job between the two of us and 
it doesn't matter bow often I see 
my children’ .” 


While a quarter of all fathers 
said that they would always or 
frequently take time off if their 
children needed them too, only 
4 per cent said they would leave 
a meeting early. “There was a 
need to be visible at work,” Ms 
Lewis said. “The men needed to 
be seen to be there." 


More than one in seven said 
they were having to work in the 
evenings or at the weekends. 
Family-friendly policies as they 
existed at the moment were not 
practical for mam families. 

“They are suitable for the sec- 
ond breadwinner or the main 
childcarer. not the main bread- 


winner trying to support a fam- 
ily.” said Ms Lewis. "Job shares 
or flexi-time often involve work- 
ing less lime but the drop in in- 
come is not what the families 
are looking for.” 

Ms Lewis said that more 
helpful measures would be a 
change in altitude. "Organisa- 


The 1980s “Working Girl" im- 
age is nut of date, with women 
no lunger having to resort to 
adopting male characteristics 
to eel ahead at work. 

In the past it has been 
thought that the women who 
did best were those who em- 
ployed masculine qualities 
such as assertiveness, aggres- 
sion and dominance. 

By doing this it was thought 
they were more valued by oth- 
ers and in their own eyes than 
their sisters who were seen as 
more traditionally feminine. 

But Sara bitersott, psychol- 
ogist at the University of West- 
minster. told the British 
Psychological Society's Women 
and Psychology Conference in 
Loughborough her study of SO 
women in a variety of profes- 
sion - including computer 
programmers, physiotherapists 
and chefs - showed that 
women who were characterised 
by more feminine qualities, 
such as empathy, friendliness 
and compassion, did just as 
well at work and valued them- 
selves as highly. 

Ms Paierson said she was 
thrilled by the findings. 

“Now women cun be seen 
as powerful women while 
still acknowledging their femi- 
ninity.’’ 

lions need in develop a talent 
for recognising and rewarding 
performance and achievement 
than their current talent for 
recording visibility and atten- 
dance. 

"It's this idea or being there 
which is counting against work- 
ing fathers.” 



Tarts and studs still dominate the playground 


Playground chat Boys are more likely to brag 
about their conquests Ptotograph: Jane Baker 


It may be 30 years after the sex- 
ual revolution, but in teenagers’ 
eyes gjris are still tarts and boys 
are still studs. 

A study of 14- to 16-year-old 
girls and bays has found the old 
double standards firmly in place, 
with girls still worrying about 
their reputations while boys brag 
about their conquests. But re- 
searchers warned that unless ac- 


tion was taken to counter such at- 
titudes, implications for sexual 
health were serious in the light of 
HTV/Aids. 

Seen as “looking for it” if they 
carried condoms, girls were either 
having to risk their health or 
their reputations. 

Linda Dainty of the Universi- 
ty of Wolverhampton, asked the 
teenagers to imagine' telling a 


creature from outer space about 
what sex was like. All the boys ex- 
pected orgasm or "the buzz”, but 
none of the girls spoke aboul hav- 
ing an orgasm. 

Telling friends about sexual 
exploits was seen as a pleasure for 
boys but a danger for girls. Boys 
were termed “studs” or "stal- 
lions”, while girls remained 
“slags” or “tarts”. Girls who en- 


joyed sex were downgraded even 
further to being "dirty cows”. 

"Boys relived the time they had 
through their sexual story-telling, 
they would go up in their mates' 
esteem," said Ms Dainty, speak- 
ing at the British Psychological So- 
ciety's Women and Psychology 
Conference in Loughborough 
yesterday. 

“In effect they had two orgasms 


-one real and one in the telling. 
The 15-year-old girls told me 
that one of ihc worst things about 
sex were if [their partner] went 
and told everybody and ‘getting 
you a name'." 

Both sexes thought that either 
boys or girls should cany condoms 
to protect against sexually trans- 
mitted disease or pregnancy, but 
“gjris who canned condoms on the 


off chance were perceived as tarts 
by hoys, and even girls colluded in 
this thinking that such girls were 
asking fur it.” said Ms Dainty. 

She warned that safe sex mes- 
sages were unlikely to be effective 
until these altitudes were ad- 
dressed. “Society's current system 
of sexual morality operates in op- 
position to the urgent need to pro- 
tect sexual health.” 
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How much 
would it cost 
to replace 
your wife? 

Please don’r get us wrong.. Were not suggesting you trade your partner in. 
Just due you drink about the financial consequences of losing her. 

Whilst everyone's situation is different, recent research shows that 
on average it coses £312.79 a week to pay someone to do all the cooking, 
cleaning and childcare handled by a parent who stays at home. 

That’s £1 6,265 a year you'd have to find if the unthinkable happened. 

You could cope with our Family 
Protection Plan. For the monthly 
equivalent of just 20p a day, it could 
provide £69,469 to help secure your 
family’s financial future. 

Call us now for a quote for 
your partner and yourself, or contact your financial adviser. 

• CASH LUMP SUM PAID IF YOU DIE . 

• CASH LUMP SUM PAID IF YOU BECOME ELIGIBLE 
FOR TERMINAL ILLNESS BENEFIT 

• YOU DECIDE HOW MUCH COVER YOU WANT 

• YOU DECIDE HOW-LONG YOU WANT COVER FOR 

• MONTHLY PREMIUM ALWAYS STAYS THE SAME 
‘Source Le^J St GenenJ 19% Value of a Mum Survey 


LIFE ASSURANCE FROM 2DF A DAY 



' £90.000 
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WHAT’S SO SPECIAL ABOUT 
THE ROYAL NAVY ENGINEERING 
SPONSORSHIP SCHEME? 


Is it the £3,000 annual bursary you receive 
whilst studying: for your Bachelor of 
Engineering degree (double last year's 
scholarship) at the University of Southampton? 
Or the fact that you can go on to a Master's 
degree or earn a further £i ,400 a year for 
attending training days with the Royal 
Naval Support Unit? Is it the Chartered 
Engineer status you will attain whilst 
serving as an officer in the Royal Navy? Or 
could it be the personal qualities you need 
to get on board the scheme? For surely you 
have to be a. bit special. Don’t you? 


Yes you do. You have to be academically 
bright, with ‘A' Levels in Maths and 
Physics. And you need to show us that 
you have the potential to handle the 
most sophisticated weapon and defence 
technology in the world, and the 
responsibilities that 
come with it. To find 
out more and show 
us just how special 
you arc, please call 
0345 300 133 or return 
the coupon below. 



ROYAL NAVY 
engineering 

SPONSORSHIP SCHEME 


Ready to take you on. And on. 


Name. 


Mr. Ms 


Address. 


Fbslcode. 


. Telephone . 


Date of Birth 

Ftar more mfcftnattOD an application pack call QMS SOD X03 or Bend tho coupon to Cnpt- AN. DufVirt RN. Department BCQ30Q7, 
FREEPOST 4336. Bristol BS1 SYX. No stamp needed impj.^>wwjTiyal-oa\ i y mod uk 
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news 


Probationers commit a murder a week 


Jason Bonnetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Offenders on probation are 
charged with one murder and 
a sexual assault on average 
evervweek, a Home Office re- 
port’ revealed yesterday. 

Criminals serving community 
sentences and under supervision 
after being released from prison 
are also on average said to be re- 
sponsible for an attempted mur- 
der every fortnight and neatly 
one act of violence eveiy weelc. 

In four cases, mentally ill peo- 
ple who failed to receive psy- 


chiatric treatment despite it be- 
inga condition of their probation 
order, went on to kilL Failure 
properly to supervise criminals 
was found in nearly one-fifth of 
all cases, some of which con- 
tributed to further reoffending. 

The studv, which disclosed 
that 69 murder charges were 
brought against people under 
supervision during a 13-month 
period, will be seized upon by 
critics of the Probation Service 
who have long argued that it is 
a soft option and have called for 
greater use of imprisonment. 
There will also be concern 



During 13 months to 
December 1996, there 
were 285 charges against 
people on probation. 
Including: 

Murder - 69 

Attempted murder - 32 
Rape -30 

Possession of firearm/ 
offensive weapon - 1 9 
Robbery- 15 

GBH - 1 2 

Indecent assault - 1 0 

Kidnap - 7 

Attempted rape - 6 

Wounding with intent - 5 
Manslaughter - 5 

Buggery- 4 

Armed robbery - 4 


about one pier week; this is a mat- 
ter of considerable concern." 
The Home Office took the 


unusual step yesterday of pub- 
lishing the Probation Circular 


of Serioos Instant Reports, 
rovided 


about the apparent lack of 
treatment for mentally ill of- 
fenders. This follows an alarm- 
ing number of killings by former 
psychiatric patients. 

But chief probation officers 


argued yesterday that the of- 
fences, 'while shocking, were 
only a tiny proportion of the 
190,000 people they dealt with 
every year. 

Helen Crosby, of the Home 


Office's Probation Unit, con- 
cluded in the report ‘'The analy- 
sis shows that offenders under 
probation supervision are 
charged with murder or a seri- 
ous sexual offence at a rate of 


which are voluntary provided by 
the 54 regional probation ser- 
vices in England and Wales. 

The study examined 204 in- 
cidents involving 184 offenders 
from November 1995 to De- 
cember 1996, most aged 20-35; 


nearly half had a previous con- 
'ole “ 


viction for a violent offence. 
Most offences happened with- 
in eight months of supervision. 


The vast majority of the of- 
fenders had problems involving 
mental illness, drug and alcohol 
abuse, and convictions for sex- 
ual offences, but only ooc-fifth 
of their sentences included spe- 
cific measures to deal with these. 
About one-third of the 27 men- 
tally disordered offenders had 
difficulty obtaining treatment. 

Supervision failures identified 
in 36 cases included not fol- 
lowing national standards, fail- 
ure to cany out home visits, not 
covering staff absences, poor in- 
ter-scrvice and inter-agency 
communications, and failure 


to deal with negligent officers. 

Mary Honcyball. of the As- 
sociation of Chief Officers of 
Probation, said: “The report 
shows that probation work is very 
often a matter oF life and death 
... This report gives no clues as 
to how many incidents are avoid- 
ed due to the nvU judged and 
timely actions of staff." 

A Home Office statement 
said offences committed while 
on probation were of "great 
concern". But added: “Howev- 
er, such incidents do not nec- 
essarily indicate a supervision 
failure by the probation service.” 


The beautiful 
and the exotic: 


a 



booty more 
lucrative than 


the drug trade 


Kim Sengupta 


When Customs officers smashed 
open the two statues at London's 
Heathrow airport all their suspicions 
appeared to be confirmed. But the 
package inside was not the expect- 
ed high-grade cannabis. Instead 
they had stumbled across some- 
thing much more lucrative for smug- 
glers - rhino horn. 

The horn highly prized in the Far 
East sells for about £7,000 a kilo. 
Cannabis would fetch about £ 3,000 
a lab. There was more than £25,000 
worth hidden in the two Plasticine 
figures. 

That shipment from South Africa, 
intercepted in London on the way 
to Taiwan, is just one illustration of 
the amount of money that can be 
made from endangered species on 
the international black market. 

Ivory, crocodile skins, pelts and 
bones of big cats like tigers and leop- 
ards. live rare birds and birds eggs, 
corals and tortoise shells are all much 
in demand by unscrupulous collec- 


‘Travellers need to 
know that their 
souvenirs could be 
made from 
endangered species’ 


tors and traders across the world. 

However, the problem is not just 
a large scale commercial one. A huge 
amount of banned items seized at 
ports and airports in the United 
Kingdom are brought back by ordi- 
nary travellers who had bought 
them as souvenirs abroad. 

The Convention on Internation- 
al Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has 
been signed by 136 member coun- 
tries of the United Nations. Under 
it's regulations more than 800 species 
of plants and animals are currently 
banned from international trade, and 
another 23,000 are strictly con- 
trolled. 

But the international restrictions 
do not apply to indigenous domes- 
tic markets, and there is nothing to 
stop tourists from buying a wide 


range of goods from crocodile 
leather handbags to scuffed birds and 
turtle shell ashtrays. However, the 
goods would be confiscated if de- 
tected being brought into Britain, and 
prosecution may follow. The last 
available figures, for 1995-96, show 
that Customs seized I2.17S items 
derived from endangered species, 
4374 live animals, and 2,748 plants. 

To highlight the problem Customs 
and the Natural History Museum 
have opened an exhibition at the mu- 
seum in South Kensington, west 
London. It is due to run from today 
until August 31. The main aim is to 
inform travellers going abroad about 
endangered species, and the inad- 
visability of buying products made 
from them. 

Customs officer Charles Mackay, 
head of the CITES enforcement 
team at Heathrow, said: “We came 
across a Russian recently with 200 
live turtles packed in a couple of cas- 
es. One of them had escaped and was 
making its way around the baggage 
carousel. But we also have much 
more sophisticated smuggling at- 
tempts. 

“Ivory is one of the most common 
items. We are also coming across 
products from tigers and leopards 
which are in demand for tradition- 
al medicines by expatriate Chinese 
communities. A tiny plaster strip with 
tiger balm can sell for around £7." 

Dawn Primarolo. Financial Sec- 
retary to the Treasury said: “Trav- 
ellers need to know souvenirs could 
be made from endangered species 
and their purchase could encourage 
this unlawful trade. This exhibition 
will increase public awareness”. 

Customs officers say they would 
also like to see awareness on envi- 
ronmental issues raised among the 
judiciary. Most of the prosecution for 
smuggling endangered species prod- 
ucts is under Section 170 of the Cus- 
toms and Excise Act Of 1979 - 
carrying a maximum sentence of sev- 
en years, and/or an unlimited fine. 

But in 1995 a man who was con- 
victed of possessing more than 500 
dead endangered specimens and 
believed to have links with an in- 
ternational syndicate only received 
a two year sentence. 

Ana, after another successful con- 
viction, the leader of an international 
gang of rare egg smugglers was sen- 
tenced to just eight months, and his 
associates received between two 
and three months each. 



Two are 
jailed 
in ‘Band 
of Gold’ 
tragedy 


Kate Watson-Smyth 


Two men were jailed for 10 years yes- 
terday for the manslaughter of a 
teenager who tamed to prostitution 
after watching a television scries 
about vice-girls. Lucy Burcbell, 16, 
died after taking an overdose of 
heroin. She started to work on the 
streets after watching the ITV series 
Bond of Gold. 

Tahir Khan, 26, from Saltey, 
Birmingham and Rungzabe Khan, 
25, of Hodge Hill, Birmingham, 
were also convicted at Birmingham 
Crown Court of supplying heroin, 
and possession with intent to sup- 
ply. Lucy disappeared on 15 August 
and her body was found five days lat- 
er in Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

Passing sentence. Mr Justice 
McKinnon said: “You are both, in 
a real sense, evil young men, activrly 
engaged in the wicked trade of 
heroin-dealing. 7 The conviction for 
manslaughter was “by omission". be- 
cause they failed to summon med- 
ical help for Lucy after she fell into 
a coma. “She died when small effort 


on your part to summon help may 
11 hi 


Customs haul: A selection of products made from endangered species, some bought as souvenirs, which have been brought into this 
country. An exhibition opens today at the Natural History Museum aimed at alerting travellers of the problem Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


well have saved her life. 

Hie court heard she began work- 
ing the streets of Walsall in the 
evenings while sitting her GCSE ex- 
ams during the day. Each night she 
took a change of clothes to a chil- 
dren’s home where a 15-year-old 
friend was living, and the two then 
went to a red-light area. According 
to a another prostitute, herself aged 
15, Lucy would “go with anyone, any- 
where . 

By the time she died, her parents, 
Graham and Christine, of Great 
Wyrley, Staffordshire, knew Lucy 
was mixing with prostitutes. They 
tried to reason with her, offered her 
a car and said they would buy her a 
horse if she would stop. They 
thought their pleas had succeeded 
when Lucy wrote them a letter 
apologising for upsetting them. But 
she continued to walk the streets. 

The letter, adorned with hearts 
and kisses, said: “I can understand 
that you must be worried. I suppose 
I thought though there was no rea- 
son for you to be worried (which 
there isn’t) but I know how much 1 
must be upsetting you.” 

Two days later she was dead. 
The two men had picked her up in 
the Caldmore area of Walsall and 
taken her to a house in Edgbaston 
where they fed her a dose of 80-per- 
cent-pure heroin. She fell into a 
coma and by 6pm the following day 
she was dead. 

After the trial her brother Craig, 
a student, read a statement from his 
parents: “We will never be able to 
make sense of what has happened 
and the loss of our danghterwill al- 
ways be with us, eveiy day ..." 


Not buying Dell? No more excuses 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS H233 

•INTEL PENTIUM* II PROCESSOR 233MHZ 
•12MB EDO RAM 
•512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

• 3.2GB E3DE HARD DRIVE 

• NEW STB NITRO 3D GX 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 4MB EDO VIDEO MEMORY 

• 1 5* COLOUR SVGA MONITOR ( 137 5'VIEWABLE AREA ) 

• 3 PCI 2 ISA AND iPd/ISA SHARED EXPANSION SLOTS 
•12/24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

•INTEGRATED 16-BrT SOUND 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• MICROSOFT® OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 


FREE SPEAKERS 
FOR FIRST 
250 ORDERS 


JBSBKSk 




£ 1,299 (£ 1 , 555 . 70 ) 

V incl. delivery & VAT t 



Now is your chance. We’re giving away the Dell Dimension XPS H2;33 
incorporating the most advanced Pentium® Hprocessor for the 
unbelievably low price of £1.299 (£1.555.70 inc del. & VAT). And to 
give you no further excuses there's a free set of speakers* for the first 
250 customer orders. All from the world’s 
largest direct PC manufacturer/* Visit our 
website or call us today. 


Pentium*^ 


* W 'Airrt Lem«f ACS 90 
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LATEST TECHNOLOGY PENTIUM® H 
PROCESSOR BASED SYSTEM 


GET ONLINE TO THE NUMBER ONE 

01344 724671 

BETWEEN SUB AND SPM WEEKDAYS, 10 Ui TO 4PB SAT 

Visits www.doll.com/uk 
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Genetic 
weapons 
to provide 
force for 
high-tech 
ethnic war 


Jeremy Laurance 
Health Etfitor 

Genetic weapons that could be 
targeted at specific racial groups 
in a form of hi-tech ethnic war- 
fare are to be investigated by the 
British Medical Association. 

They do not exist but could 
be available in five to 10 years, 
the association said. Doctors 
fear developments in generic 
therapy to cure disease might be 
turned to evil ends in the hands 
of a dictator. 

Biological or chemical 
weapons could theoretically be 
targeted by addition of a gene 
marker to attack a specific pan 
of the human body. The ge- 
netically engineered toxin might 
be sprayed into the air or added 
to food and water. If dusters of 
genes only seen in particular 
ethnic groups could be identi- 
fied. it might be possible to de- 


vise an ethnic weapon. Vivienne 
Natbanson, bead of science 
and ethics at the BMA, said: “It 
is dearly a very frightening sce- 
nario. wie are trying to prevent 
new weapons being developed 
and distributed- we want to 
know whether genetic weapons 
are feasible and how to control 
or stop them.” 

The investigation, commis- 
sioned by the association's 
board of science, was an- 
nounced at the BMA’s annual 
conference in Edinburgh. It is 
due for completion in 12 
months. Scientists expect to be 
able to produce the first genet- 
ically targeted drugs in five 
years. The drugs would repair 
faulty DN A within the cell and 
might be used to treat condi- 
tions such as diabetes and cys- 
tic fibrosis. Dr Natbanson said: 
“No one has been able to tell 
me why, if we can produce ge- 
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Tribal conflict: Doctors are concerned that ethnic warfare could be waged in future with genetically targeted drugs 


□etically targeted drugs with a 
good effect, wc won’t be able to 
produce similar drags with a bad 
effect in the same time-scale.” 

The Human Genome Pro- 
ject, which is mapping the en- 
tire human genetic code, might 
produce enough information 
to allow specific genetic types to 
be identified. “We know the 
genes for hair colour, eye colour 
and height If 90 per cent of the 
[enemy] have blue eyes, blond 


hair and are over six feet tall, 
that could be the duster you are 
looking for.” Certain blood 
types were commoner in dif- 
ferent ethnic groups and could 
also be targeted, she said. 

Earlier the conference called 
for the manufacture and supply 
of instruments of torture to be 
banned after hearing of British 
companies that bad sold the 
equipment abroad. 

An iron foundry in Birming- 


ham had produced leg and arm 
shackles and other companies 
had made hi-tech torture cham- 
bers, which used low-level noise 
to drive victims mad, and a mass 
gallows for export to Saudi 
Arabia, the conference was 
told. Investigations by Amnesty 
International bad found a num- 
ber of companies exploiting le- 
gal loopholes to manufacture 
and export the equipment. 

James Barrett, a member of 


the BMA council and chairman 
of the medical group of 
Amnesty International, said 
shackles made by the Birming- 
ham company were deliberate- 
ly designed to crush the radial 
nerve in the arm when tight- 
ened, “They made good prof- 
its,*’ he said. 

Sandy Macara, chairman of 
the BMA, said: “There is no th- 
ing good about the profits made 
out of this trade". 


Photograph: Colorific 

The conference called for the 
creation of mechanisms in every 
country through which doctors 
could report human-rights 
abuses ana torture. 

It supported the Govern- 
ment’s ban on land mines, 
which was announced last May 
following an appeal by Diana, 
Princess of Wales, and said the 
money saved on the defence 
budget should be used to dear 
them. 


A doctor described yesterday 
how she was accused of taking 
the moral high ground after she 
_ pleaded with a social services 
manager to help a patient die 
at home, writes Jeremy Lau- 
rence. 

Dr Joy Edelman, consultant 
physician at King George Hos- 
pital, Redbridge, north-east Lon- 
don, said her patient who had 
cancer, was forced to spend his 
lastweeks in hospital separated 
from his family where fac died a 
lonety and miserable death. 

The case was presented to the 
British Medical Association's 
annual conference in Edin- 
burg as an example of bow' ex- 
pensive hospital beds are being 
blocked by a shortage of cheap 
facilities in the community 
which prevent the admission of 
the seriously ill and deny ter- 
minal cases a dignified death. 

Dr Edehnan had contacted 
soda! services to obtain a hoist 
and other equipment and was 
told there would be a delay. She 
protested that it would be too 
late. “The man 1 spoke to ac- 
cused me of standing on the 
moral high ground. 1 said ‘yes, 
and I was proud of it'. I said it 
was a disgrace that any re- 
maining happiness my patient 
might have had from his last 
weeks was being denied to him." 

The conference called for 
proper funding of community 
care after hearing half of all 
blocked medical and geriatric 
. hospital beds were occupied by 
patients who could not be dis- 
charged because of a shortage 
of social services funds. 


Cold and flu sufferers will be sent to hospital in GP shake-up 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Patients will be able to go to hos- 
pital for so-called “Monday 
morning” ailments such as 
colds, flu and headaches, nor- 
mally treated in GPS’ surgeries, 
under plans announced yester- 
day by the Government to ex- 
pand primary care services in 
the NHS. 


' Hospitals and health au- 
thorities will be given permis- 
sion to hire GPS on annual 
salaries of around £50,000 to 
open up surgeries in areas 
where doctorsare reluctant to 
run general practices. They 
could use clinics in the NHS 
hospitals, or empty shop 
premises in the high street. 

Most GPS are independent 
contractors, with NHS con- 


tracts delivering about £45.000 
a year. With additional sums for 
practice staff and expenses, it 
can provide a comfortable liv- 
ing, but many family doctors are 
now complaining about the in- 
creasing workload, stress, and 
long hours, which may be 
putting off young doctors from 
Joining general practices in the 
inner cities, where the problems 
of recruitment and retention are 


particularly acute. Hospitals 
and health authorities will be 
able to attract GPs by offering 
them more than the contract 
rate for the job. They will be 
able to offer women doctors the 
chance of more flexible work- 
ing arrangements to enable 
them to return to the profession 
after a career break for having 
children. 

The GPs will still act as 
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Make a quick call to TSB PhoneBatik for a free mortgage quote. 
Because you'll save yourself a lot of time by finding out exactly 
how much you can borrow before you go house hunting . 

So if you want a free quote in ten minutes flat „ ring TSB 
PhoneBatik on the number below and simply ask for it. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


‘“gatekeepers", deciding 
whether to refer their patients 
to the consultants in the hospi- 
tal for more treatment. 

Alan Milburn, the health 
minister, yesterday announced 
that salaried GPs would be en- 
couraged, in a series of phot 
schemes, to start from ApriL 
1998. But he ruled out allowing 
supermarkets or high street 
chemists to run general prac- 


Amercury 


tkes by hiring GPs. Mr Milburn 
said it would help to recruit fam- 
ily doctors to areas such as Sun- 
derland, Leeds, and London, 
where shortages were being ex- 
perienced. 

Other GPs wfll be allowed to 
develop “one stop” surgeries, 
combining care for chronic dis- 
eases, minor injuries, the men- 
tally ill and may include 
community hospital beds for 


short-stay treatment One prac- 
tice in Newark wants to offer 
optician’s services, dentistry, a 
pharmacy, a lay counsellor, and 
a rural advice centre. “The 
Government’s vision is to bring 
the NHS closer to home. Some 
of these proposals are about 
blurring the distinction between 
primary [GPs] and secondary 
[hospital] care,” the minister 
said. However, having taken 


over the pilot projects from the 
Tory government Mr Milburn 
has refused to approve any 
schemes to expand services by 
GP fundholders, in which prac- 
ticesruD their own budgets, be- 
cause the Government is 
committed to replacing them 
with locality commissioning, 
where GPs in an area band to- 
gether to obtain care for then 
patients from hospitals. 
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Woman ‘invented road-rage 


Michael Streeter 

A woman stabbed her fiano£ to 
death after a ferocious argu- 
ment and then invented a “mys- 
tery murdering motorist" who 
had foiled him in a road rage at- 
tack. a court was told yesterday. 

David Crigman QC, for the 
prosecution, told the jury at 
Birmingham Crown Court, that 
Trade Andrews and Lee Har- 
vey rowed while driving home 
from a pub before Mr Harvey 
was stabbed with a penknife 
more than 50 times in the head, 
neck, chest and back. 

"After the attack she was to 
claim that the death was caused 
by’ the occupant of another car 
in the course of a driving dis- 
pute," Mr Crigman said. "There 
□ever was some mystery mur- 
dering motorist. It was her." 

The court heard that Ms An- 
drews, 28. who denies murder, 
and Mr Harvey. 25, had a 
“volatile and turbulent" rela- 
tionship. Three months before 
the killing on 1 December, 1996, 
police had been called to Mr 
Harvey's Sat after an argument. 

On the day of Mr Harvey’s 



mm 



W*ai 




V- • . 
■ 





J 


/£{ 







f ft 



On trial: Trade Andrews arriving at Birmingham Crown Court yesterday. Centre: The murder scene near Alvechurch, Worcestershire, where Lee Harvey (right) was stabbed to 


death it appeared they had had 
a long argument at Ms Andrews’ 
home. Later they had rowed 
a g ain in the car on the way back 
from a pub in Brorasgruve to her 
flat in Alvechurch, Worcester- 


shire. but Mr Harvey's white along country lanes, the couple 
RS2000 Esam turbo’ stopped were spotted by two witnesses 


and both had got out. Ms 
.Andrews had then touched a “vi- 
cious" attack on him. 

On their way from the pub 


whose evidence meant the de- 
fendant’s assertion of a second 
car pursuing the white Escort 
was “a lie", Mr Crigman said. 


Later Ms Andrews tucked the 
knife she had used to murder 
Mr Harvey into her high-heeled 
boots, disposing of it in 3 waste 
bin while being treated at 
Princess Alexandra hospital in 


Redditch. on the night of the 
killing, Mr Crigman said. 

The bins were regularly emp- 
tied and Mr Crigman said that 
as it took police several days to 
collate evidence pointing to 
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For the mortgage seeker, -one area of the 
Chancellor's deliberations should matter not 
a jot nor a tittle. 

A Fixed Rate mortgage from yours truly at 
Alliance & Leicester is why. 

iMot.only will fluctuations in your repayments 
become a thing of the past. You can confidently 
budget for the future, too. 

How. long you freeze your repayments is up 
to you. It can be -until 1 July 1999 o r clear on 
through to 2002. 

And while our Fixed Rate mortgages are many 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


and varied, they all share a common attraction. 

A fiercely competitive rate. Nor to mention the 
option of allowing you to purchase your buildings 
and contents insurance from whomever you ukc. 

Whether you're a First or Next Time Buyer or 
think ng of switching your mortgage to Alkance & 
Leicester, drop by your local branch. 

Call us free on 0300 412 214 if you're not sure 
whore it is. 

The economy is bound to have its ups and downs 
in the years ahead, bur at least you'd be in a 
better position to govern your own finances. 


hup: •y'vvwvv. a 1 1 1 s n : s - ! e : co s ro r. c o . . i k 


PftU SilDtt, lA 1 G ■ RE3*OEFiTtAL MORTGAGES AAA QUOTED 19 <OA MQBIf.ACIA ON AN 1 NIEDE 9 T OH* AAAIA. AllHOUA** DUE FIFED A*TE MORTGAGEE AA< 9190 AVAILABLE OF* A RffArHEHl I ABM! THE HMD HATE OF 9 AA% I , AA AAA * OlBL- APHV’IS UNTIL I JIIU IBM THE APR AND THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT FAT-Olt HA|[ BEEN CALCULATED ON THE BA9I9 THAT THE BASIC »AAIABL[ RATE «'LL IE TNI SAME AS THE IIMD HATE THROUGHOUT THE TERM Of THE IFORTOACI IN PRACTICE HOWEVER. AT THE END Of THE FIXED RATT PEAIDD OUR SASIC 1IAAIAIIE RATI ICURRENTLY I 

■ ]** AP R* MILL BE CH.ACED OUR fl*ED RATE MORTGAGES ARE BAH A, AIL ABLE TO W» CUSTOMBRE OR TO EUBTlN'S BO uncut ns MOLING HOME MINIMUM LOAN Of BFS.eOO AN ARRANGEMENT fit OF 09% Of THE LOAN UP TO A MAAIUUM Of C1M 19 PAVASLI fOR FIXED RATE MOHTBAQEB 
UNLLS9 »Ou HAVE RCCElvrD AN OTftP Ol LOAN AT RESERVE THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW THESE MORTGAGE 0«l«S WITHOUT ANY PRIOR NOTICE YOUR HOME 19 SECUAITV FOR THE LOAN AND MOST BE ADEQUATELY INSURES LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO STATUS AND VALUATION AND ARE ONLY 

MAILABLE to PEOPLE AOEO IR OR OVER WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON ACQUEST FOR INTEREST ONLY MORTGAGES AN APPROPRIATE PERSONAL EQUIT' PLAN (PERI. PENSION PIRN OR ENDOWMENT POLICY fOR THE AMOUNT AND TIRU OF THE LOAN MUST ALIO BE ARRANGES 
iCONTR'RUTIONS PRCM'UU'. WILL AE RATABLE TQ THE CGUPAN' INVOLVED! FOR LOANS E ICCKDING ’F*. OF TH( PURCHASE PRICE OR VALUATION I WHICHEVER 19 THE LOWER! A HIGH PERCENTAGE LOAN FEB WILL SC CHARGED DETAILS 0> THIS F« ARE AVAJLABLS AT YOU* LOCAL BRANCH. FIXED 
RAIL MORTGAGES ARE RESTRICTED TO SJ-. 0« THE PURCHASE RRICE -VALUATION WHICHEVER IS THE LOITERI OR BCN FOR SILF-l MRLOVED APPLICANTS THE APR OuOTID WAV BE SLIGHTLT DIFFERENT IF TOUR CIRCUMSTANCES DIFFER FROM THr ASSUMPTIONS ON WHICH THE (AAMPLE BELOW IS 
BASED TOUR MORTGAGE PATMBNT Mat alter iF MORTGAGE Ml RELIEF DHANOES ARTES «N£ INFORMATION ARE CORRECT A» AT TIME 9> OOING TO PRESS. IN THE FOLLOWING S A AMPLE THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE INCLUDES VALUATION CHARGE D* LHC OR. ARRANGEMENT FEE OF CMB.M. 
HIGH PEACE HI AGE LOAN Fit „( f SOS RJ. SOLICITOR S MO»TOAOl CHARGE *1' C"* 9< DEEDS PAODUCTiQN C-AHOt LED W AND (M DO REDEMPTION A SEALING CHARGE EXAMPLE . | 4|% FIVED UNTIL 1.9, Tin CBS. DDE INTEREST ONLY LOAN FOR IB VEARB ON A PROPERTY VALUED AT CJS.Critp AT AH 

■ NTCREST AAII OF 9 IIS .» AN. APAI YViTw THE F.KBT MONTHLY INTERE9T ONI, PAYMENT OF 0*1 ]■ .GROSS'. .INCLUDING ACCRUED INTEREST, FOLLOWED IT 3*3 PAYMENTS *3) C39B IT iGRQSEI TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE Cl» 331 SB. ■« YOU WANT TO PAT |AC> ALL OP PART OF VOUB UORTGAOE 
RrTORC I ' .t»l A FEE WILL BE CHARGED THU WILL BE CHARGED AT « MONTHS ADDITIONAL CROSS INTEREST IN THE FIRST 1 YEARS AND 9 MONTHS' ADDITIONAL GROSS INTEREST IN TEARS A » AND S THE GROSS INTEREST WILL RE A* TH( FIXED RATE DURING TAB FIXED RATE PERIOD AIXO" 

AT THE BASIC VARIABLE RATE AFTER THE f.ACD RATE PERIOD. TO I.T.JBM THE REPAYMENT FEE WILL BE WAIVED IF YOU Uflif ROME AND IMMEDTAIEIT TAM OUT A NEW MORTGAGE WITH US IF WE AOREr TO YOU TRA USE ERRING TO ANOTHER OR OUR PRODUCTS WITHIN TNI REPAYMENT REE ' 
r£A*56 SPECIFIED ABOVE TME REPAYMENT (CE Will BE PAYABLE AT THE TIME Of TR1NSFER If VOU 0*3 NOT WllSH TQ TAHE ON THIS XINO Of OSL>G*TIOM YOu WAV PREFER OUT BASIC VARIABLE RATE MORTGAGE OR NO REPAYMENT FEE MORTGAGE. FULL OBTAILfi ABOUT THEM MORTGAGES 
INCLUDING »«' CONDITIONS ANO AI9IAICTI0NS ARE AVAILABLE *T YOUR LOCAL BRANCH ALLIANCE B LEICESTER PLC CUSTQFIER SERVICES CENTRE. NARBGRGUOH LEICESTER LIB *XX ALLIANCE A LEICESTER MARKETING GROUP. CONSISTING 0» ALLIANCE A Lf Id 3 TER PLC AND ALLIANCE A- 
ILlCCSTlR l*FE ASSL*A»NCI COMPAN* LIMITED. WHICH ARE REGULATED I> THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY AND ALLIANCE > LEICESTER UNIT TRUST MANAGERS LIMITED. WHISH IS REGULATED B> IMAO ONLY SILLS ll£ OWN LIFE ASSURANCE PENSION. UNIT TRUST AND PIP PRODUCTS. • 
ALLIANCE A LEICESTER PLC REGISTERED OFFiCf *• P*>9 LANE. LONDON WIT *Efl COMPAN- NO BSMFIj REGISTERED ■" ENGLAND. AUTHORISED AS A BANK PURSUANT TO THE BANKING ACT IJB> MEMBER GE TME BRFTI3H BANKERS ASSOCIATION JUNE IBM 

ALLIANCE A LEICESTER PLC 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A. MORTGAGE OR OTHEff LOAN SECURED ON XT. ••• :4 ? f ^ 



iMJ* IJS2> 


Ms Andrews as the killer, the 
knife had long gone. 

The court was told that 
Richard Main, who was visiting 
a friend, Susan Duncan, at a 
house near the murder scene, 
heard a voice in distress and Mr 
Main asked Mrs Duncan, to call 
an ambulance while be ran 
back to (he road The defendant 
had “mentioned no other car, 
no other motorist”. 

Mr Crigman alleged that it 
was not until Mrs Duncan came 
out of the house that Ms An- 
drews began to construct her 
complex stoiy of her fiance 
dying in a road rage attack. 

Ms Andrews had described 
the other vehicle as a black Sier- 
ra-type car and said that it was 
the passenger who had attacked 
her fianed after they had 
exchanged rude gestures. 

At one point the front seat 
passenger of the other vehicle 
got out of the car and went to- 
wards Mr Harvey. He had “big 
staring eyes", she said and re- 
membered her fian c6 calling 
him something like “fat man". 

Ms Andrews alleged that the 
man then hit out at Mr Harvey 
several times. The man had also 
hit her and when she got up he 
was walking back to his car. She 
had said: “Lee was making a 
funny noise like a gurgling 


death Photograph: Newsteam 

. noise. I knelt in something wet. 
... I started to cry.” 

Mr Crigman told the court 
that a “bank" of human hair 
matching Ms Andrews' own 
hair had been found at the 
murder scene along with a few 
strands clasped in the dead 
man's hands. 

Also, blood splashes, con- 
sistent with having come from 


There was 
never some 
mystery 
murdering 
motorist’ 


an injured person dripping 
blood on to the floor was found 
at the back of the Mr Harvey's 
car, which Mr Crigman said was 
“totally inconsistent" with Ms 
Andrews' story that he had 
been attacked at the front rtf the 
vehicle. He said: “In short, Lee 
Harvey was under attack and as- 
saulted in a wholly different lo- 
cation than where the 
defendant was claiming some 
mystery attacker attacked him.” 

The case continues today. 


Woodhead 
‘in cahoots’ 
with prince 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Chris Woodhead, the Chief In- 
spector of Schools, has been 
accused of acting “in cahoots" 
with The Prince of Wales to 
promote a teacher training 
initiative which appears to 
conflict with government pol- 
icy. 

Don Foster, the liberal De- 
mocrats' education spokesman, 
says that Mr WoodheacTs plans 
for more school-centred teacher 
training contradict ministers' 
statements before the election 
about how teachers should be 
trained. 

He asked Estelle Morris, the 
schools minister, in the Com- 
mons last week: “Will she ex- 
plain an whose authority the 
Chief Inspector of Schools, Mr 
Chris Woodhead, possibly in ca- 
hoots with Prince Charles, is 
promoting school-centred 
teacher training?" Prince 
Charles, who shares Mr Wood- 
head’s concern about “trendy" 
teaching methods, is under- 
stood to have had several meet- 
ings with the chief inspector, 
including at least one at High- 
grave. 

Traditionalists, who blame 
universities and colleges for 
failing to train new teachers to 
teach the basics, support school- 
centred schemes started by the 
previous government under 
which schools devise and run 
their own courses. 

However, the schemes were 
attacked by Labour, which 


favours a partnership between 
schools and higher education, 
during debates on the Educa- 
tion Bill in 1994. 

Ministers are preparing to an- 
nounce changes to school-cen- 
tred training as part of a 
package of measures to be pub- 
lished on Friday. 

Ms Morris said in reply to Mr 
Fbsten “I remain convinced 
that we need a combination of 
sound practice in schools and 
strong links with institutions of 
higher education if we are to 
train people to be effective 
teachers.” 

Many teachers argue that 
reports from the Office for 
Standards in Education, which 
Mr Woodhead heads, show that 
the schemes have had only lim- 
ited success. Experts say that 
they fail to give new teachers the 
overview of education which 
they need. 

Mr Woodhead said last night 
“I do not accept the school-cen- 
tred teacher training is a failed 
experiment. 1 am not promot- 
ing the scheme. What 1 am in- 
terested in is general initiatives 
designed to ensure that the ex- 
cellence of our outstanding 
schools is used to the benefit of 
the system.” 

David Hart, general secretary . 
of the National Association of 
Head Tfeachers£ said: “Heads 
have voted with their feet over 
school-centred teacher training. 
The vast majority have stayed 
with higher education and are 
running programmes in p Art : 
nership with (hem.” 
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Mandelson to stand for party executive 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


He is becoming the political an- 
tithesis of Macavity the Mysieiy 
Cat. Wherever you may care to 
look. Peter Mandelson ’is there. 

The minister without portfo- 
lio. who already sits on several 
cabinet sub-committees and who 
is in charge of the Millennium 
Experience, is to make a bid for 
even more power. He plans to 
stand for election to Labour's nd- 
ine bodv. the National Executive 


Committee. The move will be 
seen by Mandelson-walchers as 
the latest step along the route to 
political legitimacy for Tony 
Blairs arch-fixer. 

The architect of Labour's 
election campaign has become 
well known as a spin-doctor and 
as one of the figures fiunousdy de- 
scribed before the election by 
Clare Short, now Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment, as “men who live in the 
dark.” Now he plans to make his 
name as a far more public figure. 


“I want to build on the elec- 
tion success through membership 
of the NBC. After modernising 
Labour, we need to bring about 
lasting change in Britain. The 
party and the Government work- 
ing closely together is crucial to 
achieving this,'' he said. 

There is no guarantee that he 
will be elected to the body. Last 
year Jack Straw, now Home 
Secretary, found himself without 
a seat and will not stand again. 

An aide to Mr Mandelson 
said that although be was per- 


ceived as being unpopular, this 
was not the case. “This is about 
setting out that be does have the 
support of the party. He spends 
a lot of time going around the 
country to constituencies and 
there is genuine warmth to- 
wards him," he said. 

If he does achieve his aim, Mr 
Mandelson will sit alongside 
Robin Cook. David Blunkett. 
Mo Mowlam and Harriet Har- 
man. Tony Blair and John 
Prescott have seats as leader and 
deputy leader. Gordon Brown's 


decision to step down leaves a 
gap. The election will take 
place under the one member, 
one vote system, with ballot pa- 
pers being posted out in August 
and the result being announced 
at the party conference in 
Brighton in 6ctober. 

Mr Man de Ison’s role seems 
to have been constantly ex- 
panding since the election. 
There had been speculation 
that he would be pnt in ebarge 
of a spending department, but 
instead be was given bis current 


post in the Cabinet Office. Al- 
though he is not in the Cabinet, 
he apparently has more power 
than some who are. The cabinet 
committees on which he sits cov- 
er constitutional reform, Lon- 
don. home and social affairs, 
environment, local government, 
economic affairs, legislation, 
European issues, welfare to 
work and food safety. He is also 
responsible for the £590m Mil- 
lennium Experience in Green- 
wich, south-east London. 

Every morning Mr Mandel- 


son chairs the daily media meet- 
ing for press officers and min- 
isters. He has even taken to 
visiting departmental press of- 
fices to inspect their work. 

There is considerable ner- 
vousness and even jealousy 
among Labour MPs about his 
position. Many believe he acts 
as the eyes and ears «>f the Prime 
Minister, and worry that when- 
ever he speaks he muy be speak- 


- on Mr Blair's behalf. 


It Is expected that the num- 
ber of "big names" on the NEC 


MP sleaze 
report uses 
hard words 


Great gun surrender begins as pistols become a weapon of the past 


Christian Wobnar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The 900-page report on the cash-for-questions 
affair, which is expected to be highly critical of 
many of the 10 former-MPS involved, will be pub- 
lished tomorrow. Robert Sheldon, the new chair- 
man of the Commons Standards and Privileges 
Committee, said that the language used by the 
report into the actions of the former MPS was 
“quite strong". 

The 10 against whom allegations have been made 
will be given the chance to read the report from 
10am and it will be published at 4pm. The most 
serious allegations have been made against five, 
all of whom were defeated at the elections. Neil 
Hamilton is alleged to have lied to the former 
deputy prime minister Michael Heseltine, but has 
consistently denied accepting cash to ask questions 
in Parliament on behalf of Mohamed al-Fayed. 

Other former MPs whose behaviour is con- 
sidered by the report include Sir Michael Gtylls 
(former MP for Surrey North West) who received 
at least £86.000 from Mr Green Sir Andrew Bow- 
den (former MP for Brighton Kemptown) who 
admits tailing to declare £5319 given by Mr Fayed, 
and Michael Brown (former MP for Brigg and 
Clcethorpes) who did not declare £6,000 com- 
mission for lobbying for tobacco interests to the 
tax authorities until seven years after he received 
it; and Tim Smith, the foimer minister who re- 
signed as candidate for Beaconsfield because he 
was alleged to have accepted around £18,000 in 
cash from Mr Fayed which he did not declare 

The report had been prepared by Sir Gordon 
Downey at the end of March, but its publication 
was delayed because Parliament was prorogued ear- 
ly by John Major, the outgoing prime minister. The 
subsequent row over Mr Major's decision cast a 
shadow over the whole Tory election campaign. 

Mr Sheldon vowed to clean up sleaze and said: 
"I hope that by the end of this Parliament, the 
standing of MPs will be higher than it is at the 
beginning. That is the aim of this committee." 





Guns on display at Belgravia police station, London, yesterday, at the start of Britain's biggest mass surrender of handguns. S«ne 160,000 large-calibre 
pistols were made illegal by the Firearms (Amendment) Act, which was passed following the Dunblane massacre Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


If your car breaks down, you could find 
yourself with a lengthy wait at the roadside 
- and a rather large bill! 


RAC cover 


Join the RAC, on the other hand, and we'll 
get you going as quickly as possible. In 
fact, the average response time for RAC 
patrols is just 40 minutes. 


Membership costs from just 
£39* a year. 


from just 


Clarke dismisses 
referendum call 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


You're covered in any car as a driver 
or passenger. 


Our patrols repair 81% of breakdowns. 


Callouts are free, and so is our 
labour. You pay only for the parts 
you need. 


£39 


And if your car needs to be taken 
to a garage, local tows are free of 
charge, too. 


You can also tailor your cover to suit your 
needs, with the option to take out Joint 
and Family Cover or add our At Home or 
European Cover. 


— liijji! 


So don't wait until your car breaks down 
before you think about joining the RAC - 
find out how to become a Member today! 


Phone free today and quote 
1ND020 


0800 029 029 
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I YES - I want to join the RAC. 

Please tell me how I can join from just £39*. 


Mr/Mrs/MJss/Ms 


RAC UK ROAD ATLAS 


RRP £8.99 

When you join 
the RAC today 



Telephone 


I Send to: RAC, FREEPOST, Bristol BS38 7AU. (No stamp needed.) 
| IrKfertialCcvereoStstiom E39 d you jMyl^Contmyoui Credit Cad Authority or Direct Debit 


• Casn Wroknent costs hem C44 and appSes to your first year mentwstHp only. All prices 
I include an enrolment fee. Them is a CS adirmstrarai tm mi mu n rvthit Mmnns 


include an enrolment fee. There is a ES adnrmstranon tee if you pay by Drisct Debit InaoimenK. 
Phone lw*5 open Mon-Fri 8*n-9ptn, Sat Sam-fipm. Sun iQam-4pm. STD009M001VI 


Kenneth Clarke, the former 
chancellor, yesterday dismissed 
William Hague’s call for a ref- 
erendum on the outcome of the 
Amsterdam summit by saying 
that Britain was “‘becoming like 
Switzerland without the 
cowbells". 

In the first signs of his readi- 
ness to speak his mind from the 
backbenches, Mr Clarke, the de- 
feated challenger for the lead- 
ership, made it clear that be did 
not support the proposal by 
William Hague, the Conserva- 
tive leader, for a referendum on 
the Inter-Governmental 
Conference. 

The Independent has learned 
that Mr Hague had been pre- 
pared to offer Mr Clarke the 
deputy leadership, if he had 
been prepared to serve in his 
team, but Mr Qarke made it 
dear after the leadership elec- 
tion that he wanted to return to 
the backbenches. 

Yesterday, Mr Clarke said on 
BBC radio that he did not want 
another “four or five years of 
collective discussion" as a mem- 
ber of the Shadow Cabinet 
“When I looked at shadow gov- 
ernment I felt I’ve been there, 
done that; it's time, having 
been in government to try to be . 
an elder statesman," he said. 

With a sideswipe at Baroness 
Thatcher, Mr Darke denied he 
planned to match the brooding 1 
presence of Sir Edward Heath I 
as a constant critic of his sue- | 
cessor. “I think Ted behaved very , 
much better towards Margaret ! 
than sometimes she behaved to- I 
wards John [Major].” he said. 

Bui he wasted no time in dis- 
tancing himself from Mr 
Hague's call for a referendum. 
“I think we arc having a lot of 
referendums in this country at 
the moment. Ibny Blair seems 
keen on them as welL I some- 
times think we are becoming 
like Switzerland without the 
cowbells." Mr Clarke said. 

“I personally prefer the Par- 
liamentary system. 1 am quite 
happy to listen to the arguments 
for a referendum on the Ams- 
terdam treaty although I 
haven’t had too many people 
pressing me to be allowed to 
have their say in a referendum." 

Mr Clarice said the time 


would come when MPs would 
have the chance to debate the 
legislation tb3t came from the 
decisions at the IGC. Mr Blair's 
office supported Mr Clarke in 
rejecting the idea of a referen- 
dum on the IGC, which Mr 
Hague called for at the Scottish 
Tbiy conference in Perth. . 

A Downing Street source 
said: “It’s more to do with in- 
ternal Tory Party politics than 
the IGC. What are we going to 


have a referendum about? We 
said we would retain the veto 
and we did; wc got a deal on 
border controls and fish, which 
the Tbries failed to do when they 
were in office.” 

While ■praising Mr Hague 
for appointing a balanced Shad- 
ow Cabinet. Mr Clarke ex- 
pressed the hope that Mr 
Hague would not “move further 
to the rightinto hardline Euro- 
scepticism”. 


Interest rates are subject to variation from 


time to time. The gross race is the 


contractual race of interest applicable to 
all accounts. Interest will be paid gross 


to non-taxpayers subject t <3 the required 


Inland Revenue certification. 


The net rates shown are for illustrative 


purposes and are based on interest 


credited or paid alter deduction of income 


tax at the lower rate (currently 20%), 
which may be reclaimed by n on-taxpayers. 


will be sealed down in favour of 
more representation from the 
wider party. Ironically, the man 
at the heart uf new Labour 
might only be able to sit on the 
NEC for a war in the sent he 
is seeking, if the parry's latest 
modernisation pirns go ahead, 
MPs will no longer be able to 
stand for the constituency see- • 
turn of the committee, although 
the Cabinet will be represent- 
ed. Dennis Skinner and Diane 
Abbott arc also likely to lose 
their scats. 


Labour 
fails to 
whip up 
support 
for 2000 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Only 32 Labour MPs- less than 
one-tenth of the Government's 
backbench strength - have so far 
hacked a Whitehall-inspired 
Commons motion of confi- 
dence in the millennium cele- 
brations. 

A backbench motion tabled 
in the House last Thursday by 
Diana Organ, the new MP for 
Forest of Dean, was closely 
modelled on a press statement 
issued on the same day by Chris 
Smith. Secretary of State for 
National Heritage. 

Mr Smith’s parliamentary 
private secretary, Alice Ma- 
hon, has been one of the MPs 
going around the Commons, 
asking MPS to sign the motion. 

But it is known that a num- 
ber of Labour MPs have refused 
to support it, even though it has 
been put down as a simple 
statement of opinion, and is not 
debatable. There are 329 back- 
bench Labour MPs who are not 
minsters or whips and are un- 
titled to sign Commons motions, 
and 32 signatures is a poor 
showing for a policy that has 
been so strong^ picked up by 
Ibny Blair. 

Another Commons motion, 
also taWed last Thursday and 
also featuring Mrs Organ as a 
sponsor, has so far been signed 
by 167 MPs -sending greetings 
and best wishes to Mukhtar Pak- 
pahan, the imprisoned leader of 
an independent Indonesian 
trade union. 

The fact that the “Millenni- 
um Experience" attracts less 
support than Mr Pakpahan will 
embarrass ministers, including 
Peter Mandelson. the Minister 
without Portfolio, who have 
been trying to whip up enthu- 
siasm for the celebrations. The 
Commons motion was part of 
that exercise. The motion notes 
that the celebrations go beyond 
Greenwich to benefit the whole 
country, including the £2£{Dm 
Millennium Awards scheme; 
which “will help individuals ful- 
fil personal goals". 

In a press notice, also issued 
last Thursday, Mr Smith ^haid 
that the awards scheme yfenld 
“help individuals fulfil jrelson- 
al goals and put somejhing 
into their commc " 


STROUD^SWINDON 


Head office: Row croft, Stroud, Glos. GL5 3BG 
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ends beef ban 

law BarreH mals less than 30 months old. t 

| " " The National Farmers 

The American Iusl Tood giant Union described Burger hmg s 
Burger King has agreed to end decision as "fantastic news", but 
its ban on the use of British beef the families of many victims® 
in its burgers. new variant Crcutzfddt Jakob 

The decision is worth Discu.sc remain convinced that 
£10 million a year to the beef their relatives contracted the 
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industry which is already cele- 
brating a vole of confidence 
from burger rival McDunald's 
worth £30 million. 

Burger King said yesterday 
that its announcement was not 
merely a knee-jerk response to 
the McDonald's move.bui was 
the result of lengthy negotia- 
tions with officials from the Min- 


diseasc from eating beef in- 
fected with BSE. 

They are angry that the burg- 
er chains have "riven ihe im- 
pression that all British beef k 
safe. 

But Burger King's managing 
director David Wiliams said the 
decision was based on research 
which showed 73 per cent of 


istry of Agriculture, Fisheries customer* supported the return 
and Food, and the Northern Ire- of British beef as long as the 
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Sitting pretty: A Ten-Element Settee Femme, designed in 1968 by Nicola, which will be auctioned by Christie’s at its modem design sale tomorrow Photograph: Philip Meech 


land and UK Meat and Live- 
stock Commissions. 

The fast food chain has asked 
officials and suppliers to set up 
a system of tracing mem and 
guaranteeing that it conforms to 
standards laid down by the 
company. Under the Burger 
King Quality Assurance 
Scheme, all meat used by the 
company would come from the 
flank and forequarters of ani- 


mcat yi-j.s backed up In 1 a farm 
assurance scheme. 

"Up to 50 per cent of the 
beef used in our hurgers wfl! be 
British, the remainder will con- 
tinuc to come from approved 
suppliers in the EU meeting all 
UK requirements." he said. 

British beef will be re-intro- 
duced to the 42Q Burger King 
outlets across the country in the 
next few weeks. 


Give us 
cash from 
defence, 


say poui 
chiefs 


Jason Bemetto 

Crime Correspondent ~ 

Money should be switched from 
the aimed forces to the police 
to help fight crime and drug traf- 
fickers, fie leader of the coun- 
try's senior police officers 
demanded yesterday. 

Ray White, President of the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers and Chief Constable of 
Dyfed-Pbwys, argued that crime 
posed a greater threat to the 
country than foreign military 
forces. His comments drew im- 
mediate condemnation from 
the military. 

•It is believed to be the first time 
such a senior officer has direct- 
ly targeted a rival service in an 


/ 
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Ray White: Strong case for 
greater Investment in police 


‘There are many 
times and places 
in which the 
level of police 
coverage is 
wtirryiiigly low’ 

attempt to claim extra funding. 
The police and the military have 
iradraonalhr had very close bes. 
• Mr White-told Acpo’sannu- 
aJ conference in Cardiff: “The 
threat to this country from 
crime in general" and drugs in 
particular, probably ^ ° u *‘ 

weighs any conceivable modem 
military- threat. "1 ; do wonder 
whether thc balance in the dis- 
tribution; of resources now 

meets our realistic national 
needs and indeed the priorities 
of the public. The defence re- 
view another spending reviews 
may produce opportunities to 
adjust government priorities, as 
ji has in the United States. 

“A distribution of just half a 
per cent oftbe 6 per cent of gov- 
ernment expenditure from the 
defence budget to policing for 
example, would transform our 
ability to protect the public" 
^ly£r Whne.argued fiat the 2 


per cent budget allocation for 
the police was not enough to 
provide extra ‘bobbies on the 
beat arid keep up with devel- 
opments in technology such as 
UNA. He compared this with 
the huge amounts spent on the 
armed forces. He said: “I read 
oftbe debate about whether we 
should have three new smaller 
aircraft carriers or two larger 
ones and about how many jet 
fighters at £30m each we need 
for the Royal Air Force." 

He said there was a strong 
case for greater investment in 
the police, and called on the 
Government to cany out a fun- 
damental review of funding. 
“There are certainly many times 
and places in Britain in which 
the level of police coverage is 
wonyinglylow ... The reality k 
that patrol resources are often 
thin to the point of invisibility.” 

Finally be added: “It is worth 
noting fiat in New York birth- 
place of zero tolerance, the 
policing level is more than twice 
as high as in Britain.” 

In a speech last night to the 
conference Jade Straw, the 
Home Secretary, said he could 
not promise any extra resources 
for the police. Instead he called 
for greater efficiency and inh 
proved performance. “I will 
not make promises on extra re- 
sources which 1 cannot deliver. 
You will all know that the. Gov- 
ernment faces a difficult public 
expenditure climate. We all 
need to examine carefully 
whether we could implement 
our policy priorities more 
effectively and efficiently.” 

He went on to reiterate his 
support for Zero Iblerance 
policing to tackle disorderly 
neighbourhoods. He hi ghligh t- 
ed new evidence from the 
British Crime Survey that bur- 
glaries and violent crime were 
for more likely in areas of dis- 
order. He said: “The risks of 
being a victim of violent crime 
are more than four times 
greater in a disorderly neigh- 
bourhood than an orderly one.” 

In response to recent criti- 
cism of Zero Tolerance by some 

chief officers Mr Straw said: “Tb 
those who say they air not in 
favour of Zero Tolerance, I say 
that 1 do not mind if you reject 
the teim. But I firmly believe 
that all police officers should 

embrace fie idea ..." 

Several chief constables have 
criticised the use of the phrase 
Zero Iblerance, which they be- 
lieve is being touted as a gen- 
eral panacea to all problems. 

In what must be seen as a re- 
buff Jack Straw said: “Like all 
good policing Zero Tolerance 
must be based on a dear strat- 
egy. Zero Iblerance won’t work 
jfjt just means cracking down 
indiscriminately ... Rather, 
Zero Iblerance policing re- 
quires partnership and it re- 
quires a dear focus on locally 
identified crime problems. Suc- 
cess win depend cm being able 
to identify accurately what the 
crime problems are, and what 
effect police action is bavmg. 
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driver’s airbag and a remote control hi-fi all for 
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choosing the RT -Sport 16 is the easiest decision 


Whar a result! A brand new Renault Megane RT typical example- driver’s airbag and a remote control hi-fi all lor 

Cuan pnee (bun (dc iwd cmd ilJ.920 I 

Sport 1.(5 with three years’ interest free credit. _ om* j an astonishing £12,920 on the road. T It means 

Absolutely extraordinary. Especially when you mm~~| choosing the RT -Sport 16 is the easiest decision 

consider you’ll be getting a whole range of features including you’ll ever have to make. In feet with Renault Freeways, buying 

alloy wheels, rear spoiler, front fog lamps, electric front windows a new- Renault has never been so easy.* For further information 

and sunroof, remote control central locking, power steering, a and details of your nearest Renault Dealer call 0800 52 51 50. 
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The ‘crumb’ 
that could have 
exterminated 
the dinosaurs 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


An object like this may have 
brought an end to the reign of 
the dinosaurs 65 million years 
ago. 

" It is an interplanetary crumb, 
dating back to the formation of 
the solar system, which was 
never baked into the recipe of 
the rest of the planets; an as- 
teroid, 33 miles across, whose 
surface reflects so little light that 
it is twice as dark as charcoal - 
meaning that only computer en- 
hancement makes it visible. 

The US space agency Nasa 
released the pictures, which 
were captured during a flypast 
of Asteroid 253 - or “Mathilde" 


as « is better known. The im- 
ages were taken by the Near 
Earth Asteroid Rendezvous 
(Near) spacecraft, 186 milli on 
miles from the sun - beyond the 
orbit of Mars. The Near space- 
craft passed just 750 miles from 
Mathilde. 

Its irregular shape includes 
many impact craters - some al- 
most half as wide as its diame- 
ter - and show that Mathilde 
has “a very tortured past," ac- 
cording to Donald Yeomans of 
Nasa’s Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory, who heads the radio sci- 
ence team observing the object. 

The Nasa scientists have 
been surprised by the size and 
depth of the craters in the as- 
teroid. The fact that it has not 



Rock of ages: Could this barely visible “interplanetary crumb” have ended the reign of the dinosaurs? 


Photograph: NASA 


broken apart, despite the ap- 
parent signs of damage, suggests 
that it is less dense, yet also 
more uniform, than a solid 
piece of rock. 

The team have determined 
that it must be made of carbon- 


rich material, and that h formed 
early in the creation of the so- 
lar system, but was not pulled 
in to any of the processes that 
formed the planets between 4 
and 5 billion years ago. 

Those would melt and mix 


the materials of any object, 
making them increasingly re- 
flective - that is. raising their 
albedo. The Earth, for example, 
reflects 33 per cent of the sun's 
light, meaning its albedo is 
0.37. MaLhildc rates just 0.03. 


Mathilde lies, like millions of 
other asteroids, in the gap be- 
tween Man and Jupiter. 

Occasionally some asteroids 
fall out of those orbits towards 
the planets; hundreds are be- 
lieved to be scattered through- 


out the solar system, some close 
enough to pose a threat to 
Earth. 

Many scientists believe one 
such asteroid crashed into the 
Gulf of Mexico and caused 
drastic climate changes which 


killed off the dinosaurs. 

The data gathered in the lat- 
est fly-by may help scientists to 
detect them in future, and even 
to decide hbw best to deflect 
them from hitting Earth, if that 
becomes necessary. 


IF MONEY TALKS, 


THE VOLVO S40 SPEAKS 


PERFECT SENSE. 



THE VOLVO S40 1-8 FROM ONLY £175 A MONTH. 


The stunning S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. 

Thanks to Volvo’s Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, you can now drive the 1-8 litre 
for only &175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, yon can opt 
to bny the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it without incurring any further cost. 

You also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve aluminium petrol 
engines or an economic turbo-diesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safety features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver’s airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 


VOLVO ADVANTAGE 

S40 1-8 - £15,375 


ON THE ROAD 


ON THE ROAD PRICE SI 5,375.00 

DEPOSIT (37SS) S 5,700.00 

BALANCE S9.675.00 j 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF** S 174.66* ! 


131 % 


OPTIONAL FINAL PURCHASE 
PAYMENT/GMEV*** 17,657.00 


VARIABLE 


CHARGE FOR CREDIT &2.238.S4 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 117,613.84 


* Spcdal S1T5 pa Advantage offer quoted above Is Tor a 540 IJ9 platform car ordered aad registered between 
l/fi/97 and 91/8/97. Rued on 12.000 miles pa. Excess mileage will be charged as shown on the agreement. 

An orccpuace fee of £65 k added to lie first payment. 

*•" Tie Optional Pinal Purchase Payment la a sum equal to tie GJ1EY { Guaranteed Mi nim um End Value). 


On top of this, there’s a free £700 styling pack" consisting 
of alloy wheels, front fog lights t and a leather steering 
wheel. 

With the 1-6 litre model starting from only £14,925 on 
the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40. 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 
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Ship was 


wrecked 


‘for view 


of the 


coast’ 



The world's oldest working sail- 
ing ship was wrecked on the 
Cornish coast with the loss of 
three crew when her owner-cap- 
tain took her close inshore to 
admire the coastline, a court 
heard yesterday. 

Despite knowing the coast 
well, Marie Litchfield steered the 
137-year-old Maria Asumpta 
on the course, regardless of ad- 
verse wind and tide conditions, 
claimed the prosecution lawyer. 
Richard Lissack, at Exeter 
Crown Court yesterday. 

The 125-foot-long two-mast- 
ed square rigger went aground 
on the “treacherous coastline" 
at Rumps Raint outside Radstow 
Harbour on 30 May 1995, and 
broke up “almost immediately'', 
said Mr Lissack. 

Mr Litchfield, from Boxley, 
Kent, has pleaded not guilty to 
the manslaughter of the three 
members of the 14-strong crew 


the cliffs admire the Maria 
Asumpta, anil to use up some 
time as they were ahead of 
schedule," he said. 

“In taking her close inshore, 
Litchfield put the vessel on a lee 
shore - a situation where the 
wind was blowing towards the 
shore to which you are close. 

Mr Litchfield, he said, broke 
two of the golden rules of sail- 
ing. Always maintain a good dis- 
tance off. and never get caught 
on a ice shore. Throughout 
that afternoon he had every 
chance to tack out to sea ana 
put distance between the vessel 
and the shore. “He chose not to 
despite the obvious hazards 
that loomed.” Mr Lissack ta|d 
the jury. *' 

“His navigation of the latter 
stages of the course was totally 
inadequate. He used the wrong 
charts, with no passage drawn, 
and no attempt to mark off ho- 
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DAILY POEM 


Song to ‘Springtime in the Mansion 
of Jade r (Yu-lou chun) 


By YSan Ji-dao (mid 11th - early 12th century) 


The east wind did it again, unsentimental i- 
in its designs: it blew the land fiiU of petals, 
passionate red and fetching white. 

High in green mansions curtain shadows won 't Mock away 
melancholy - same mood as last year 
on the same day. 


You d never know how I’ve always botched 

spring's last moments so badly, with wasted tears 
climbing high places everywhere. 

But this time I'll have my golden flagon 

filled to the rinL How often dnuik hereafter 
will I watch the blossoms all fall away? 


Yan Ji-dao was the last master of the traditional Song Dynasty 
love Ivnc, associated with the singer-courtesans who worked 
in tire “entertainment quarters" of dries such as the Song cap- 
ital, Kai-feng. Stephen Owen's translations of Van's poetry ap- 
pear in his J 4n//rofcwy of Chinese Literature: Beginnings to 1911 
(Norton* £18.95). 


tow 


I0U COULD Pfll 


cover call us 


0800 

O'**** 


O Vr \ »; 












I 


i 


+ 


• 

\ *' 


c 


INDEPENDENT ■ WEDNESDAY 2 JULY 1997 



Kohl acts 
to quash 
revolt over 
the euro 


ifanre Karacs 

Bonn 

IchanceHor Helmut Kohl sought 
> quell a Euro-sceptic rebellion 
the government ranks yes- 
f by mortgaging his polit- 
iiture to hard-Onere who 
on the strictest interpre- 
) of the Maastricht criteria. 

Although Germany has no 
me of keeping its budget 
rit below 3 per cent this 
r, Mr Kohl insisted the goal 
named within his reach. “We 
: sticking to three-pcmt-zero. 
is no Droblem. And within 
'he said in Munich. 

' a conference of 
> leaders, his words were 
primarily at Bavaria's 
ae Minister, Edmund 
r, who has emerged as the 
it powerful adversary of eco- 
kic and monetary union 
(Ei u), even urging postpone- 
mei t if the criteria were not met 
Pi [r Kohl had gone to Munich 
can ing a speech denounring the 
“unkelp fulness” of government 
politicians who question the 
governments ability to deliver 
thematic numbers. But at a cru- 
cial point in the speech, he de- 
parted from the prepared text, 
serving up soothing vrards rather 
than admonition to his foe. 


Mr Stoiber was generous in 
victory, welcoming Mr Kohl to 
tire inner sanctum of the “three- 
po in t-no ught” chib with open 
arms. “I am happy that it will be 
three point zero,” he said with 
not a hint of irony. 

Most economists, European 
governments and even the Bun- 
desbank maintain that a few 
tenths of 1 per cent do not mat- 
ter, and are perplexed by the 
Bava rians 1 “decimal-fetishism". 

“A euro that is permanently 
stable is in Germany's interests,” 
the Bavarian leader declared last 
week, “lo pursue a course of re- 
laxing the standards would lead 
to a union of inflation and debt, 
and harm our nation, and ulti- 
mately European integration.” 

Mr Stoiber went on to 
promise “fierce resistance” to 
German attempts to fudge the 
criteria - a thinly veiled threat 
to mobilise his MPs against 
monetary union. His re marks 
unleashed fury in the govern- 
ment. Mr Kohl let it be known 
discretely that he was hopping 
mad. Wolfgang Gerhardt, 
leader of the Free Democrats, 
the third party making up the 
coalition, charged Mr Stoiber 
with “anti -euro populism”. 

The row could not have come 
at a worse time for Mr KohL The 



Word games: Helmut Kohl and Edmund Stoiber clash at the Bavarian Entrepreneurs Congress in Munich 


recent confrontation with the 
Bundesbank has highlig hted his 
government's inability to meet 
the Maastricht targets by hon- 
est means, and, by extension, its 
commitment to a hard euro. 

Hjs conversion to 3.0 is likely 
to defuse the row for the mo- 
ment, but stores up greater 
calamities for the future. Mr 


Stoiber will not get off his hob- 
by-horse, because the issue is port 
of a bigger game. In reality, 
decimals have nothing to do 
with the euro-debate, but a great 
deal with realpoluik, Mr Stoiber 
governs the most Euro-sceptic 
and most conservative Land in 
Germany. Emu is unpopular , es- 
pecially among right-wing voters. 


The r uling Chris tian Social 
Union is in danger of losing its 
absolnte majority in next year's 
elections to the Bavarian as- 


Sioiber’s survival comes not 
from the left, but from mush- 
rooming anti-party alliances 
which are bitterly opposed to aD 
things federal and European. 


That is one reason why the 
CSU, whose MPs prop up Mr 
Kohl's government in Bonn, 
cannot afford to go soft on the 
euro. Reason number two is 
more Byzantine. The person 
widely blamed for Germany’s 
failure to meet the criteria is me 
finance minister, Theo Waigel, 
also a Bavarian. 


Photograph: AFP 


There is little love lost be- 
tween the two CSU heavy- 
weights, and Mr Stoiber seems 
to take pleasure in advertising 
his rival’s shortcomings. The 
failure to deliver 3.0 this year 
will be the most obvious raigpl 
/, which is why Mr Stoiber 
Ineverlet the magic number 
slip out of public sight. 


Defeated Berisha’s supporters cling to gun-power 


Guntbei 


liana 


:-hard supporters of Alba- 
pa’s President Sali Berisha 
ated their frustration over the 
sling; Democratic Party’s 
lushing electoral defeat yes- 
trday with an intimidatoiy 
slow of force around Tirana. 
«y showed special venom 
f foreign journalists in the cap- 
' by barging into news con- 
• with guns and throwing 
1-aimed punches. 

Italian cameraman was 
Iten outside the Democratic 
_’s headquarters on 
iday night and had his 
it stolen, as party faith- 
ful furled accusations of bias at 
the foreign press. An observer 
for Human Rights Watch who 
had keen critical of the Berisha 


regime, Fred Abrahams, was 
slapped and kicked during a 
news conference yesterday giv- 
en by two senior party figures. 
Gene Polio and TTitan Shehu. 

Joanna Robertson, a reporter 
for the BBC and the Guardian, 
was fired at several times by an 
unidentified man emerging 
from a Mercedes on a beach 
near Durres. She escaped un- 
harmed after the owner of a 
nearby restaurant, who knew 
her. chased the man away with 
blasts from his Kalashnikov. 

Although President Berisha 
has urged his supporters to ac- 
cept the election result, which 
handed an overwhelming vic- 
tory to the opposition Socialist 
Party, the men with guns have 
managed to dear the streets a 
good hour before the start of 
curfew at 10pm. 


On Monday night, men iden- 
tified as members of the presi- 
dential guard drove up and 
down Tirana's main boulevard 
firing automatic weapons into 
the air. Another group climbed 
to the top of the Palace of Cul- 
ture and created a cacophony 
of machine-gun fire and 
grenade explosions. 

Such behaviour is being 
interpreted as the last gasp of 


an autocratic regime that knows 
the game is up. A number of no- 
torious strongmen, including 
the police chief Agim Shehu and 
the head of the presidential 
guard, Xhahid Xhaferri, have 
left the countiy. President 
Berisha himself was described 
as looking dejected and lost by 
international officials who met 
him yesterday. 

The risk of serious disruption 


nevertheless exists, especially 
during the limbo period before 
full election results are known. 
Yesterday the would-be king of 
Albania, Leka Zogu, gave a 
press conference accompanied 
by about 200 thugs, many of 
them armed, who chanted slo- 
gans and applauded as their 
hero complained he had been 
robbed of victory in Sunday’s 
referendum on the reintroduc- 


tion of the monarchy. Some of 
the thugs were identified as 
members of Mr Berisba's 
retinue. 

Complete results are not ex- 
pected until today because of 
delays in communication be- 
tween far-flung constituencies 
and the central electoral com- 
mission in Tirana. The Organ- 
isation for Security and 
Cooperation In Europe said 


the count appeared to be con- 
ducted professionally- Latest 
indications suggested there 
would be more than 30 nm-ofls 
in the second round this Sun- 
day, and up to 20 re-runs be 
cause of irregularities or 
outbreaks of violence. The So- 
dalistsatill appeared to have a 
co mm and in g majority, but not 
as big as the results announced 
by the party on Monday. 


Dutch to 
make 
brothels 
legal 


Katherine Butler 


The Dutch government is to le- 
galise brothels in a move it says 

will help stem the growth of sex 

slavery and women -trafficking 
rackets operating out of East- 
ern Europe. 

The Dutch Justice minister, 

W inni e Sorgdrager, who was 

tabling a dec riminalis ation Bill 
yesterday, said the decision was 
a mature response to a phe- 
nomenon which is here to stay. 
“The existence of prostitution 
is a feet which must also be ac- 
cepted by the government. This 
demands a realistic approach to 
the problem.” 

Ms Sorgdrager hopes the 
change in the law will for the 
first time allow police and law 
enforcement agencies to regu- 
late the sex industry and weed 
out the East European drug and 

organised crime rings who are 
thought to be controlling much 
of Holland's prostitution. 

The Netherlands has for 
years adopted a policy of tol- 
erance towards brothels. How- 
ever, much though this might 
surprise tourists to Amster- 
dam’s red-light area, brothels 
are still officially illegal. Under 
the Bill, which is expected to win 
majority backing m the Dutch 
parliament despite opposition 
from right-wing and Christian 
parties, brothds will become 
part of the mainstream taxpay- 
ing economy. 

Brothel keepers wiD have to 
apply for permits to run their 
businesses from local councils 
and -will be subject to dose 
scrutiny. 

- Keeping a register of broth- 
els will allow the authorities to 
keep a rigorous check on the 
identity of the 30,000 or so in- 
dividuals working as prosti- 
tutes, half of whom are believed 
to be illegal immigrants. Penal- 
ties for illegal prostitution and 
child pornography rackets will 
be toughened under the new 
law. 

European Commission offi- 
cials who co-ordinate justice 
links between the member 
states are sceptical of the plans. 
This is a peculiarly Dutch so- 
lution, and definitely not one 
which will be followed by oth- 
er governments,” commented 
one senior official. 
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PLEASE 
HELP 
THIS 
DOG TO 
FLY 


It's his only chance of escape. He’s trapped in a desolate 
landscape of ash and rock. Chained to the ruins of his 
owner's house. There's nothing to eat Nothing to drink. 
And the volcano that destroyed his home is still active. 

As reported in Thursday's Independent. WSPA have just ' 
undertaken an animal airlift for the deserted pets of 
Montserrat. But many are still stranded - cut off by falling 
ash and debris. 

If we're to help them, we need you to help us. 
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an easy, inexpensive way 
to cover yourself 
against serious illness* 
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Midland 

I — | The Listening Bank 

Call 0800 100 166 


Every year thousands of people are struck by 
illnesses that leave them permanently unable 
to work. Protecting our families against this is 
something we all must consider. 

That's why Midland, the U.K’s leading provider 
of critical illness cover, has put together a pack 
that explains how quick, easy and inexpensive it 
can be to protect your income against serious 
health problems. 

‘Source UMKA, May 1997. 
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‘El Popo’ tips ashtray 
into Mexico City smog 


PhD Davison 

Mexico City 

The Aztecs named it Popocaie- 
petl - the Smoking Mountain. 
When it blew its top on Mon- 
day night, its worst eruption 
since 1923, it spewed smoke, 
ash, red-hot grit and mud - not 
lava - but gave a fright to the 
20 million residents of Mexico 
City and the surrounding valley. 

The eruption sent a mush- 
room cloud of smoke six miles 
above the crater and covered 
the capital. 33 miles away, with 
s oppy ash during an evening rain 
storm. The capital's interna- 
tional airport closed down 
overnight, with passengers get- 
ting an unexpected detour to the 
resort of Acapulco, as the mud- 
dy ash smeared airliners' wind- 
screens and endangered aircraft 


On the ground, low vis- 
ioikty caused at lest one high- 
way pile-up. Mexico City 
residents were advised to stay 
indoors or wear goggles and 
cover their noses n Lhey went 
out Many called emergency ser- 
vices for explanations of the 
strange cloud of wet ash that 
had replaced the city's 
renowned daytime smog. 

It was as though someone 
had emptied a giant ashtray over 
the city and vulcanoiogists said 
Lhe rain had helped prevent a 
disaster. The state of Puebla, 
one of three states which the 
17,890ft Popocatepetl strad- 
dles, declared a “red alert" 
emergency, preparing to evac- 
uate tens of thousands of resi- 
dents. Most refused, saying 
they feared looting of their 
homes, which happened during 


the last evacuation in 1994. 

Hundreds of people clogged 
roads out of one town, 
Amecameca, but most stayed 
home or flocked to churches to 
pray. In the village of Santiago 
Xafizintla, many residents 
moved to higher ground after 
a volcanic mudslide, cooled by 
the rain, threatened lower-lying 
homes. Against the sound of the 
village church bells, a loud- 
speaker broadcast a priest’s 
voice, urging residents to come 
in and pray that there not be the 
kind of full-scale eruption which 
could bury the village. 

In Mexico City, some non- 
government experts criticised 
the authorities for playing down 
the danger and wanted that nei- 
ther the national nor state gov- 
ernments were prepared for a 
potential disaster. 


Some 300,000 peple, mostly 
farmers, live directly under the 
volcano - widely known as 
“el Popo” for short.' It formed the 
backdrop to Malcolm Lowry's 
novel Under the Volcano. 

The eruption began at 6pm 
- evening rush hour in Mexico 
City - on Monday and lasted 
half an hour. The soggy ash 
caused havoc on the capital's 
roads, bringing visibility down 
to 100 yards and forcing mo- 
torists to stop constantly to 
wipe their windscreens. 

By yesterday the situation was 
returning to normal. Mexico 
City residents went back to 
work- Teachers came to work 
early to clear ash from school 
playgrounds. Hospitals were 
busy with people who bad suf- 
fered burning eyes or sore 
throats. 


World’s climate may change 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Though it might seem suspi- 
cious, there is no connection be- 
tween the volcanic eruptions in 
Soufriere Hills, Montserrat, 
and Popocatepetl in Mexico - 
apart from the accident of tim- 
ing. and their effect on h uman 
populations. But it remains to 
be seen whether the Mexican 
eruption will have any effect on 
world climate; it might briefly 
slow global wanning, but speed 
up the destruction of the ozone 
layer. 

Nor are they isolated events. 
“At any time there are about 15 
to 25 active volcanoes some- 
where in the world, and on av- 
erage 50 different volcanoes 
erupting eveiy year,” said Pro- 
fessor Stephen Sparks of the ge- 
ology department at the 
University of Bristol. 

Volcanoes are caused when 

E ressures in molten magma be- 
>w the Earth's crust break 
through weaknesses in the sol- 
id surface. Occasionally, the 



eruption of an undersea volcano 
ran cause a tsunami which can 
flood coastal areas. 

Volcanoes can be created 
where solid crustal plates, float- 
ing on a magma layer in the low- 
er crust and upper mantle, 
collide and one is forced above 
the other; the lower plate even- 
tually starts to melt and its ma- 
terial rises up to erupt through 
the upper plate. 

The Volcanic Explosivity In- 
dex (VEI). developed in 1982, 
gives eruptions a value between 


0 and 8. but is not wholly fac- 
tual: it takes into account a gen- 
eral description (non-explosive 
to very large), cloud column 
height, qualitative description 
(gentle to cataclysmic), and 
eruption type. 

The biggest eruption in 
recorded history occurred in 
1815, when the Tambora vol- 
cano in Indonesia exploded (at 
an estimated VEI of 7), pro- 
ducing 40 cubic kilometres of 
ash- The eruption killed 10,000 
people, and another 80.000 


died from crop loss and famine 
Eruptions can also have dra- 
matic effects on world climate. 
When Mt Krakatoa,'also in In- 
donesia. exploded in 1883, the 
following years were rainy and 
cold across Europe. Volcanoes 
can also effect the levels of 
ozone in the upper atmosphere. 

The Montserrat volcano has 
been comparatively small, and 
the gasses and ash'emitted are 
not particularly acidic; thus its 
effects on world weather will be 
minimal. Popocatepetl may be 
a different matter. “It hasn't 
gone on long enough yet. but it 
is sulphur-rich, which means it 
will produce acidic particles.” 
said Professor Spark. “And it has 
pushed out ash to a fair altitude. 
But 1 suspect there's not yet 
enough expelled to cause 
global effects.” 

Despite the disruption and 
loss of life they cause, volcanoes 
can have benefits. Undersea 
ones can create entirety new 
land; and those upon the land, 
once their flows have cooled, can 
offer very rich soils for fanning. 
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Smoking giant: The cone of Popocatepetl dominates the landscape of PueMa state. 
On Monday, an eruption spewed ash over Mexico City, 30 miles away Photograph: AP 
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Uptotjo 

feared 
dead ijn 
island 
eruption 


OlVcsutt, Montserrat (Reuters) ' 
— Montserrat officials fear as 
many as 20 people have been . 
killed since a rumbling volcano 
rained superheated rocks and 
gas on the Island. 

“It could be as high' as 20 
[dead]," Claude Hogan* a - 
spokesman pr the British ter- ; 
niory's government said on 
Monday night. He spoke as new - 
flows of extremely hot rocks and : 
gases from the Soufriere Hills ! 
volcano, located in the southern l 
part of the island, set morel 
houses on fire. Deadly pyro-| 
clastic flows - fast-movingf 
bursts of 51X1 Celsius volcaniq 
material devastated seven viU 
| ages in Southern Montserra/ 
last Wednesday, ! 

Mr Hogan said nine or if 
bodies had been recovered an) 
officials were fairly confident an- 
other 10 people had been kfilej, 
though their bodies had not vjt 
been found, in the village )f 
Form's, which was razed abrupt 
to the ground in the disastea 

“That village we know is Ml 
but consumed except for a ftw 
houses cat the steeper side of lhe 
valley. The village is gone. 
Those 10 people were in thie, . 
we know," he said. 

Mr Hogan said ano(herf24 
people were still considered 
missing. 

Rode and ash surged down 
the volcano’s south-wcaerh 
flanks at mid-afternoon on 
Monday, sending a dark cloud 
into the* sky that obliterated the 
sun. and roaring through evac- 
uated villages near Plymouth, 
Montserrat’s capital. There 
were no reports of additional . 
injuries. - ■ 

Baroness Liz Symons, under- j 
secretary of state with respon- * 
sibitity for the Caribbean. ; 
visited Montserrat on Sunday j 
and Monday and reiterated the i 
British government's commit- j 
meat to going financial support j 
to the tiny island and to dcvel- ■ 
oping its northern third, which| 
is considered safe. / 








mm 












f-ORAC 


KIm 


i na B cn ’-^ 

* 

1 

SSTSCA* 





Ini 



mm 


mt 



In business, the lone wolf is a vanishing species. No single company has all the answers. 


Which is why Digital offers you not merely the world’s fastest 64-bit servers 


But one of the most formidable arrays of allies and partners in aD of 


computerdom. Digital and Microsoft* have allied to bring Windows NT* and BackOffice", 
solutions to your entire enterprise. Digital and Oracle* offer record-shattering performance, 
transforming databases and basi-Not Ollly fltf© ness applications into potent 

DIGITAL AlphaServer systems powerful. 

competitive weaponry. Computer Associates" teams with Digital to deliver unparalleled 
exp ertiseinmiss ion-critical They also have enterprise management solutions. 

powerful friends 

Together, SAP" and Digital offer business application solutions, for a better return on your 
information. Then a g ain , your solution m ig h t be a fully integrated computer/telecommunications/ 
system from MCP* and Digital. Or Internet and intranet technology from Netscape" Coxmnuni/ 
cations and Digital. Or Web-enabled enterprise applications from Lotus* and Digital. In fa it, 






Digital has thousands of partnerships, with one singular result AlphaServer" systems proi 


not just raw performance. But a practical, powerful business edge. Call 0800 395 200. Seeiisat 

i ' 

w w vv.ads.digital.coni/ friends . Begin to make our partners-and the Digital edge-your owh. • 
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international 


India’s master of corruption plots his revenge 


^ popham 

the impoverished state of Bihar, fi- 
?7 a ^rl°L hlS i, COine - U ?P anCe on 

r ' Aprfl, when he was told he was to 

** E??S! uted for he role in a f 1.6bn 
emoezzlpinent -scandal, 

Op 2 j July he is likely to be ar- 
rested- But he appears to have sot 
partial revenge: the man responsible 
for the decision to prosecute him, 
Joginder Smgh, Direcior of the Cen- 
tal Bureau of Investigation (Can, 
has been removed without warning 


from his dosl Mr Yadav is the night- 
mare of Indian caste politics made 
fl®h- The child of illiterate cowherds 
“ Yadav is also the name of the caste, 
and cowberding their prescribed oc- 
cupation - he took advantage of the 
crumbling of the Congress Party and 
the bitterness of Bihar’s poor to be- 
come Chief Minister in 1990. 

*ITie secret of bis appeal is sim ple 
the idea, repeated like a mantr a that 
I am as yon are. He slops about in 
white pyjamas, betel juice dribbling 
down his lips, cursing like a rustic 
roughneck. I am as you are, he says 
- and so saying he has plundered his 
home state with such nitfafcssness that 


Indians come away aghast. Roads are 
disintegrating and bandits roam the 
countryside; inter-caste violence is en- 
demic. When he came to power, Mr 
Yadav’s mandate was to improve 
the lot of the poor. So he has done: 
he distributed £34m of saris and 
dhotis to them. Once he met a beg- 
gar on the roadside and packed him 
off to a fiv&star hotel for a bath and 
meal. 

He hates attending to files, so 
thousands of them gather dust. He Sis 
the bureaucracy with cronies and the 
better civil servants quit in disgust; he 
recruits 6,000 Yadavs as policemen to 
keep order his way. 


He is Finance Minister as well as 
Chief Minister, and the scandals 
over which he has presided include 
a £300m theft from the bitumen 
fund, the transfer of £6Q0m of state- 
owned land to a handful of builders 
and a £I50rn drugs scandal But they 
are dwarfed by the siphoning of 
£1.6bn out of the slate treasury 
through a fund intended to subsidise 
the purchase of animal fodder. 

Although evidence was destroyed 
in a fire and potential witnesses died 
in suspicious circumstances, in April 
Mr Yadav learned he wifi not cheat 
justice indefinitely. After blustering 
and refusing to resign, be has ap- 


parently struck back. Mr Singh , who 
was responsible for the decision 10 
prosecute Mr Yadav, was on Monday 
kicked sideways into the Home Min- 
istry. Thai Mr Singh has been sacri- 
ficed despite Mr Yadav’s waning 
influence is due to the fact that in his 
II -month tenure he alienated near- 
ly all the country’s most powerful 
politicians. 

In contrast to the compliant types 
who held the post in recent years, be 
went after crooked politicians and 
businessmen whh righteous fury: one 
source claims be destroyed 43 polit- 
ical careers, though successful pros- 
ecutions have been few. Those he has 


not hurt he angered by his addiction 
to publicity and apparent contempt 
for parliament. Now the politicians 
havcHfl. their own back. Since Indi* 
ra Gandhi's time, directorship of the 
CBI has been in the gift of the prime 
minister and Prime Minister IK Gu- 
iral has obliged Mr Yadav - who hap- 
pens to be president of Mr Gujral’s 
own parly, the Janata Dal - and many 
otherain his 14-party United Front 
by removing Mr Singh. 

Mr Singh is despised in the capi- 
tal But someone had to tell Laloo Ya- 
dav where w get off. Whether Mr 

Singh's successor will have those 

sort of guts will soon be discovered. 



Yadav: Enjoyed seeing Ms 
his prosecutor sacked 


Sex scandal 
saga swings 
in Clinton’s 
favour 


May Dejevsky 

Washington 


ktatr 


As he muddled saga of the President 
and Paula Jones - the Arkansas re- 
ceptionist who alleges improper ad- 
vances in a Little Rods hotel room - 
chunters slowly in the direction of the 
courtroom confrontation for which all 
America lusts, the balance of advan- 
tage is unexpectedly shifting in Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s favour. 

In recent days, a series of new 
claims has called into question some 
of the allegations mad?, against Mr 
Clinton -allegations regarded hitherto 
as the only sofid elements in ever-shift- 
ing sands of unverifiable accusations. 

At the centre of the claims, is a group 
of Arkansas state troopers who be- 
longed to Mr Clinton's security detail 
in 1991, when he was state governor 
and when Ms Jones says she was 
railed to a room at the Excelsior ho- 
e! and asked for oral sex. ■ 

Several of the troopers had claimed 


that th^ regularly procured women for 
Mr Clinton while he was governor of 
Arkansas, and kept guard outside ho- 
tel rooms while he took his pleasure. 
They had supplied this information to 
the anti-Clm ton magazine. The Amer- 
ican Spectator , among others, which 
printed its expose about Mr Clinton’s 
Arkansas yeans soon after he came to 
office in 1993. 

Now, one of the troopers, Ronald 

time lawyer in the New Yor&er "maga- 
zine of wrongly verifying his colleagues’ 
tales of Mr Cfimon’s infidelities in the 
hope that they would all profit A sec- 
ond trooper, Danny Ferguson, who is 
said to have taken Ms Jones to the ho- 
tel room, reportedly tried to sell his sto- 
iy first for 51m. 

Then last week, the generally pro- 
Qmton Washington Post disclosed that 
Kenneth Starr, the independent pros- 
ecutor appointed to look into anoth- 
er Clinton “scandal”— the Whitewater 
land deal - was extending his investi- 




t sh 



Stars: Bffl Ctmton at the show A funny thing happened on the way to the forum’ in New\brk Photogaph: Reuters 


gations to indude Mr Clinton’s past 
sex-life. This time, too, the informa- 
tion came from former state troopers, 
who said they had recently been ques- 
tioned on the subject 
The Washington Post story led to an 
onlay from an American public that is 
firmlyoftbeview that Mr Qinton’s past 

sex-life is none of Mr Starr’s business. 


A third shift in Mr Clinton’s favour 
was provided by the resignation of 
Daniel Traylor as Ms Jones’s Arkansas 
lawyer. He said he disliked the ap- 
proach of the Jones family, and com- 
plained that Ms Jones's charge - that 
die bad observed “distinguishing char- 
acteristics” on Mr Clinton’s private 
parts - had not featured ii> her origi- 


nal testimony to him. Thus is Ms 
Jones's veracity called into question. 

The conjunction of these develop- 
ments raises many questions. Why is the 
truthfulness of the troopers being chal- 
lenged now? Did anyone suggest to Mr 
Traylor that he might step down? And 
what has Mr Qinton’s lawyer. Bob Ben- 
nett, been doing recently? 


Eta hostages freed after 
months in captivity 

Two long-term hostages held by Eta terrorists were freed 
within hours of each other yesterday, in the most 
spectacular development for months in the the Spanish 
government's campaign against Basque separatists. Cosmo 
Deldaux, a lawyer from a prosperous Basque family, was 
found tied to a tree near Durango following a tip-off. after 
being held captive for more than seven months. Shortly 
afterwards, the prison officer Jose Antonio Ortega Lara 
was found in a cell after a record IS months in captivity, 
was freed after a raid by the paramilitary Civil Guard on an 
industrial warehouse near Mondragon, it is thought that 
security forces had located Mr Ortega's whereabouts weeks 
ago. and delayed a rescue operation until Mr Dclclaux was 
safe. Mr Dekdaux's family is reported to have paid a 
ransom of £50m some time ago. Elizabeth Nash - Madrid 

Palestinians shot in ‘pig 1 protest 

Israeli soldiers shot and wounded at least 24 Palestinians in 
another flareup of violence over posters depicting the 
Prophet Mohammad as a pig. Two Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in an explosion outside a Jewish settler 
compound in the divided West Bank city. 

Dozens of Arab youths broke away from a peaceful 
protest which Palestinian dignitaries called in response to 
the discovery of the posters, and threw rocks and petrol 
bombs at soldiers and settlers. Soldiers responded by firing 
rubber-coated metal bullets. Israeli police on Saturday 
arrested a 25-year-old Jewish woman from Jerusalem on 
suspicion of pasting the posters. Reuters - Hebron 

Belarus bans private lawyers 

Belarus’ authoritarian president banned private lawyers 
from practice. President Alexander Lukashenko's order 
requires all buyers to apply for a state licence if they want 
to continue working. The licensed lawyers will work with 
government-controlled associations of lawyers. The order 
also bans private notaries. A P - Moscow 
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Protest passes peacefully 
as Tung seeks to reassure 


Teresa Poole 

Hong Kong 


Hong Kong’s first day under 
Chinese rule brought the 
chance to rally against the 
Peking government, applaud 
□ew commitments on social 
welfare, and join in a mass sin* 
galong aimed at setting a new 
world karaoke record. And all 
of this in torrential rain. 

The afternoon demonstra- 
tion, with a lead placard read- 
ing - Put an end to one-party 
dictatorship, build a democrat- 
ic China", saw an estimated 
3.000 people march in the first 
test of tolerance in the new era. 
It represented the first such 
protest on Chinese soil since the 
June 1989 Tiananmen Square 
crackdown. The protesters 
walked through the central busi- 
ness district, shouting “We want 
democracy, we want it now”. 

New legislation passed in 
the early hours of yesterday re- 
quires demonstrations to obtain 
prior permission from the po- 
lice. This rally had secured an 
official go-ahead and. while 
there was a heavy police pres- 
ence. it passed off peacefully. 

As life attempted to get back 
to normal. Tung Chee-hwa, 
Hong Kong’s new leader, out- 
lined in a lengthy speech the pri- 
orities for the new Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) 
government. After the previous 
day’s emphasis on patriotism, Mr 
Tung yesterday got down to the 
business of how he intended to 
run Hong Kong, hopeful that by 
addressing the issues which dom- 
inate people's dally lives, he can 
begin to establish his legitimacy. 

“Beneath the surface of pros- 
perity. there are insidious threats 
which are taxing our courage and 
determination.” Mr Tung 
warned. “We have to resolve a 
series of social problems arising 
from agrowing and ageing pop- 
ulation, meet "the pressing de- 
mands for more and better 


Call 0345 : 


housing, and deal with the em- 
ployment dislocation due to the 
restructuring of the economy.'* 

Hong Kong’s elderly “de- 
served respect”, said Mr Tung. 
“We would encourage families 
to live with their elderly mem- 
bers, through adjustments to the 
public housing allocation poli- 
cies," he added. 

Mr Timg tried to balance calls 
for a better understanding of 
China with the need to reassure 



‘We strive for 
liberty, but not 
at the expense 
of the law’ 

Tung Chee-hwa 




Hong Kong people that the ter- 
ritory’s autonomy would be re- 
spected by Peking. “Due to 
our long separation, there is a 
general lack of understanding 
about China among the people 
of Hong Kong”, and this must 
be addressed “to create 
mutual trust and respect”. 

On the question of Hong 
Kong's political development, he 
affirmed that “democracy is the 
hallmark of a new era for Hong 
Kong”. He outlined an ima«e of 
the sort of conservative Chinese 
society which he would like to 
create, whQe stressing that Hong 


Kong was a cosmopolitan soci- 
ety and must retain its interna- 
tional outlook. 

“We will continue to en- 
courage diversity in our society, 
but we must also reaffirm and 
respect the fine traditional Chi- 
nese values including filial piety, 
love for the family, modesty and 
integrity, and desire for con- 
tinuous improvement. We val- 
ue plurality, but discourage 
open confrontation. We strive 
for liberty, but not at the ex- 
pense of the rule of law. We re- 
spect minority views, but are 
mindful of wider interests. We 
protect individual rights, but 
also shoulder collective re- 
sponsibilities," he said. 

President Jiang Ze min also 
adopted a less jingoistic tone 
than on Monday night, seeking 
this time to reassure Hong 
Kong that it would retain a dis- 
tinct System from the m ainlan d 
for 50 years. He spoke of an “ul- 
timate aim” of Hong Kong 
having an elected chief execu- 
tive and legislature - but gave 
no idea of the acceptable 
timescale. He too offered an in- 
clusive message for Hong 
Kong’s non-Chinese residents, 
promising that “everyone will be 
entided to the rights and free- 
dom as protected by law, re- 
gardless of race or colour". 

As the first day under Chi- 
nese rule drew to a dose last 
nigfrt, there was still enough en- 
ergy left for another party. Up 
to a million people lined both 
sides of Victoria Harbour for a 
HKSlOOm (£7.8m) extravagan- 
za laser and firework sbow, 
which saw 20 tonnes of explo- 
sives light up the nig ht sky. And, 
being Hong Kong, there was 
something a little different to 
wind up the evening. The or- 
ganisers orchestrated a city- 
wide singalong. in pursuit of an 
accolade fit for the new era - a 
Guinness Book of Records entry 
for the world’s largest mass 
karaoke. 
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Worries temper 
the optimi^rif? 5 



Steve Crawshaw 

Hong Kong 


Test of tolerance: Some of the 3,000 demonstrators on the streets of Hong Kong 
yesterday calling for the end of China's ‘one-party dictatorship* Photograph: Reuters 


And aevw, what? Thai question 
now hangs over Hong Kong. 
But there is little chance of a 
speedy answer. 

This will be a period of test- 
ing the limi ts, on both sides. 
Thousands of Hong Kongers 
tested the limits yesterday, 
d em onstrating under the slogan 
“Build a democratic China!” 
There were no arrests - as 
there would have been, within 
seconds, if such a protest march 
had taken place in mainland 
China. But it was dear from the 
start that change will be much 
more gradual, when it comes. 

Mainland China, which has 
never administered a free- 
thinking society even at one re- 
move, will undoubtedly try to 
sec with how far it can push 
Hong Kongers. “One country, 
two systems" is the official 
pledge. On the economy, Chi- 
na is undoubtedly serious. In the 
much quoted phrase, China 
has no reason to kill the golden- 
egg- laying goose, by tampering 
with Hong Kong’s money-mak- 
ing possibilities. On politics, 
however, it is still unclear 
whether China understands 
that politically free-range eggs 
are liable to be much tastier. 

Lee Gbeuk-yan. an organis- 
ers of yesterday’s protest march 
in Hong Kong, insisted that 
there was a basic principle at 
stake. “What we've done in 
the past, wc should be able to 
do in the future." New public or- 
der laws, passed by Hong 
Kong's new China-appointed 
legislature, make it more diffi- 
cult to protest. And yet the of- 
ficial line appears to be that all 
will still be allowed. And yet, 
Tung Chee-hwa. the new 
Peking-approved chief execu- 
tive, spoke in ambiguous terms 
yesterday when he talked of 
valuing plurality, but discour- 
aging “open confrontation" 


ItwtwWbepong to df^» 
Hong Kong today as a pfiragjufr 
pessimism. There is gMjBintt 
satisfaction at theobviou^w; 
truth: Hong Kong 
China, jusi as it always should! 
haw done. Trickier is thomgs- 
tion of whether Hong Kong; 
wishes in be part of the reogte’s 
Republic of China —in other 
words, subject fu tbe regjmej 
which currently rules CSinalj 
That regime believes itsdfto bra 
eternal, but may in reatity$Hnas 
a finite itfespan. . jl. 3 
Hong Kang fc a place c$mm 
ging worries, combined with erf 
traordinaiy optimism. Marl 
Hong Kongers are grateful fq • 
what the outgoing governor 
Chris Fatten, didfor demoerf 
tic rights in Hong Kong, j 

many ways, however, die final cw 

partuiq trf tbe Mr fatten and tf -/ 
removal of the last royal crcsr 
acrossjthe territory, make it ' 
ier focHcmg Kongers. Now toy > 
can raft up their sleeves not 
cconcfrnicallybut alropotitxU-T 
ly, knowing that the future jes ' 
in thefr own hands, and is noBfr 
fcctrajl by anybody, benevolm ^ 
ly or otherwise, from Londp 
TheorctrcaUy, the future res 
not just depend on HongKp^ 
Yesterday, the Chinese flaswas 
being raised on official buildmgs 
an over Hong Kong. China, f can 
be aigucd, might change Hong 
Kong's future with just i few 
tanks, if it decided that tBc de- 
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Pekin 


mocrats were becoming lob bold 


- just as Moscow sought, 1 to do 
in Czechoslovakia in 1*968 or as 


in Czechoslovakia in 1968 or as 
China itself did, when fclhally 
crushing the Tiananmen mo- 
democracy movement in 1989. 
But the Soviet invasion rc- 
hounded on Moscow. And the j 
chapter on the legacy of Tianan- J 
men is by no means finished. ; 
Peking’s official version is that ( 
Tiananmen Square is now for- [ 
gotten by all in China Ball 
Peking’s actions in suppressing) 
dissent make it clear that Chw 
na itself knows this to be a lie. / 


IS 
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Hong Kong 



to life in the great People’s Republic 
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New order The PLA rumbling through the streets of Sheung Shui, New Territories, in the early hours of yesterday morning Photograph: David Rose 

Peking turns attention to Taiwan 


led Pfafker 

Peking 


Within hours of returning lo Peking after 
taking possession of Hong Kong, China 's 
top leaders set their sights on Taiwan, 
the most elusive prize in their quest to 
fully reunite their country. 

Both Premier Li Peng and President 
Jiang Zemin, speaking in Peking yes- 
terday, urged Thiwaii to consider fol- 
lowing in Hong Kong's footsteps back 
to the embrace of the mainland's Com- 
munist regime. 

Speaking to several thousand guests 
at an afternoon reception in Peking’s 
Great Hall of the People, Mr Li praised 
the "one country, two systems” formula 
under which Hong Kong returned to 
Chinese sovereignly. 


He said the formula, devised ty the 
late Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, is 
suitable for Hong Kong and Macau and, - 
he added, "it can also work for Thwan". 

Before a crowd of more than 70,000 
gathered in Peking's Workers’ Stadium 
for yet another gala celebration, Mr Jiang 
likewise urged Taiwan to consider 
reunification. "We hope that the Thiwair 
authorities win, setting store by the over- 
all interests of our nation, truly return 
to the one China position,” Mr Jiang said 
Thiwan, seen by Peking as a renegade 
province since the end of the Chinese 
civil war in 1949, has long rejected any 
suggestion of reuniting with anything but 
a democracy. Officials reiterated their un- 
willingness to contemplate such a move 
with China under its existing system. 
“The Republic of China government 


[onThiwan] will never accept such a for- 
mula,” government spokesman David 
Lee said after Mr Jiang hailed the "one 
country, two systems” concept as a 
model for Taiwan. 

Taiwan Vice President Lien Chan, 
meanwhile, said reunification would 
become possible only if the mainland 
adopts multiparty democracy, a formula 
Mr Lien called “one country, one good 
system”. 

Yesterday, Peking was unusually quiet 
as residents took advantage of a second 
consecutive day off to recover from a 
long night spent celebrating the hand- 
over. Few cars plied the city's streets, and 
rooming papers were late in reaching the 
news-stands, but Pekingeis remained ex- 
cited about die dramatic events that con- 
tinued unfolding in Hong Kong. 


"I stayed up watching television un- 
til six tins morning so I could see the 
army cross over into Hong Kong,” said 
a woman who did not have the day off 
from her work as a street sweeper. 

"1 feel very proud today, and I think 
all Chinese people must feel proud too,” 
she said. 

In foil agreement, the Communist Par- 
ty newspaper People's Daily proclaimed 
that now “is the right time for the Qii- 
nese nation to wipe out the disgrace of 
the past more than ISO years and feel 
proud and daied!" 

State-run television continued re- 
broadcasting highlights from its 
maratixmovernigfat coverage of the mid- 
night formalities and of the rainsoaked 
daybreak entry into Hong Kong. of 
4,000 People’s Liberation Army troops. 


I am starting to wonder vActher 
I am the English Patient So- 
licitous friends and well meaii- 

am bright iSowtio I feel? 
What am I going to do? 

They ask because it is as- 
sumed that as a long-time res? 
ident of Hong Kong I should 
feel both saddened and worried 
by the departure of the British 
regime. We Brits are presum- 
ably expected to leave, trailing 
somewhere in therwakc of Bri- 
tannia as it carries the Prince of 
Wales and Chris Fatten part of 
the way back to Bhghfy. 

Of course the change of sov- 
ereignty is momentous .and, 
let’s face it, it will never be the 
same for the Brits again. 

Some of the things which, will 
go should have gone long ago. 
It is absurd that Chinese de- 
fendants and plaintiffs should 
have to stand m a court of tew 
conducted entirely in a foreign 
language. 

It is equally absurd that' 
British people should have spe- 
cial residence privileges; and 
how can anyone defend a sys- 
tem, which is anyway almost ex- 
tinct, under which British 
expatriates were paid more 
than their Chinese counter- 
parts, while knowing less? 

So, goodbye, and good rid- 
dance, to all that. Hopefully it 
does not mean hello to dis- 
crimination against all things 
British. I rather think it does 
not. These last few, pretty 
wrenching days have revealed 
a surprising^ warm attitude to 
the departing colonial power. I 
say surprising because, in my ex- 
perience, the word that gener- 
ally sums up attitudes to things 
British is indifference. I have 
never had what might be de- 
scribed as an "anti-British 
experience”. This seems re- 
markable because there is a cer- 
tain logic to a colonised people 
feeling ill-disposed towards 
their colonisers. 

However, and here’s the rub: 
Hong Kong Chinese people do 
not act or feel like a people un- 
der colonial occupation. There 
- is very little of that colonial 
cringe which was a major fea- 


Stephen Vines 

reveals why he 
has no intention 
of quitting 
his home . 

ture of Britain’s other imperi- 
al adventures. On the contrary, 
the Chinese in these parts can 
be every bit as haughty, self con- 
fident and arrogant as the Brits 
who still believe that God is an 
F-nglkhman. 

The departing Governor, 
Chris Patten, described Hong 
Kong as a "Chinese society 
with British characteristics". 
He has a point; but the over- . 

Tt is hard to 
believe l am 
now living 
under a regime 
controlled by the 
Communist 
Party* 

whelming impression I have 
always had about Hong Kong is 
that it is essentially a Chinese 
society. It may well have been 
called a British colony until yes- 
terday but I have always felt very 
much a foreigner, even after 
many years of residence. 

It is hard to imagine Hong 
Kong will become that much 
more Chinese, and that people 
like me vnU feel that much 
more alien. Nevertheless, I ex- 
pect the culture to become 
more self-consciously Chinese. 
But I hope, perhaps naivety, that 
a self-confident Chinese culture 
will be sufficiently secure to 
more easily accommodate for- 
eign influences. 

We have been waiting for the 
handover so long that there was 
always a danger it might be an 
anti-climax. It was not Despite 


the vulgarity of some of the cel- 
ebrations, the goon-iike be- 
haviour of some senior Chinese 
officials, and the rather gauche 
ce rem ony marking Britain's de- 
parture, only the most drearily 
cynical person could fail to 
sense the feeling of history in the 
making. 

It is hard to believe that 1 am 
now living under a regime con- 
trolled by the Chinese Com- 
munist Parly and it certainty 
does not seem very reaL 

I woke up to hear Martin 
Lee," the Democratic Parly’s 
leader, saying on the radio that 
he was resolutely determined 
not to concede that things had 
fochange. He said he drove to 
the studio in the same car, 
down the same roads and met 
the same people he has met be- 
fore. Why therefore should he 
change his ways? 

- - If the man branded as a sub- 
versive by the Chinese govern- 
ment sees no need to change his 

-ways, I find it hard to believe 
that a lowly Brit living deep in 
Hong Kong’s breathtaking 
countryside needs to see the 

- new era as an occasion for ma- 
jor upheavals. 

1 -Yet there is an expectation 
that I should be drinking of leav- 
- mg, Even people Ido not know, 
ask me if Pm intending Lo go. 
Maybe they know something 
which I don't. Maybe this will 
no longer be a place for for- 
eigners, especially those who 
earn a living from reporting the 
news. Not knowing what the fu- 
ture hold seems to be an insuf- 
ficient reason for assuming the 
worst or, even more foolishly, 
to start jumping before being 
pushed. Inertia has always 
served me very well in the past. 
I tyust that even in the new 
Hong Kong it will work its 
magic one more time. 

AD I realty know is that this 
place has been extremely good 
to me. I've h3d opportunities to 
do things here which I simply 
could not dream of doing in 
Britain. The reason why this is 
so is not because I am somehow 
special — it is because Hong 
Kong is very special indeed. 
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WHEN YOUR CAR LETS YOU DOWN, 

Green Flag won’t. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes.** 

And if we're not with you in less than one 
hour, you can claim E10 back. Plus, we 
offer a choice of 5 levels of cover. What's 
more, our 6000 skilled mechanics will 
. repair most problems at the roadside 
To find out more, contact us right now. 


CHOOSE ^ROM rL^Etl'^CbVERt 

• Recovery Only £29.50 

• Roadside Assistance £38.00 

• Comprehensive £69.00 

• Comprehensive Gold £93.00 

• Total Protection £145.00 


-Upon rgc.ipt or cUim CIO eh.au. *ill tn i(4u*d 
■•VeriJied ham ckJouim Mhsfjchon queiiiooiuurti 

iPiic.t quoted m lar fontimiouii patiMnt method? onl. Car? 
leqnt.r-d bulor. 11/ 7/8' «« vuh(oct lo an oddil-urut let ct 1 15 


Green FlaglR 

Motoring Assistance 

WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING BUT YOU 


call free today on 

0800 001 353 

quota ref.no. A31W and rage er.dit/debll card 
number or complete the coupon. 

http://www.greenflag.co.uk 


POST TO DAT - NO STAMP NEEDED 
CHEEK FUC, PrMjMHt (.Mds WK< IbrttUrs tW* iGf 
PIr>ne lend me lurlher InlumjlHfi about QPEEK FLA6. 

NdOM {Mr/Mro/Mm/Mll 



Design: ORANGE UTAH 


The Swatch Digital Cordless. The exciting new way to communicate. Along with the 
trendsetting design and colours, experience unsurpassed digital-speech quality, fiill 
security and a range of up to 300m. The modular design and advanced technology 
allows you to set up your personal phone system. The Swatch Digital Cordless is 
available in three colours from: Dixons, The Link, Currys, Setfridges, Swatch Stores 
and other selected outlets. For more information and nearest stockist, please call 
Freepages 0800 192 192. 
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Sir Joshua 
Hassan 


Sir Joshua Hassan. Gibraltar's 
first Chief Minister, dominated 
the life of the Rock throughout 
a political career that spanned 
40 years. With his encourage- 
ment. Gibraltarians, who for 
nearly three centuries had 
passively fulfilled their role as 
loyal servants of the British 
garrison, developed a proud 
sense of identity and a desire 
for emancipation that continues 
to cause headaches both in 
Whitehall and in Madrid. 

He was the first Gibraltarian 
leader to assert that only the in- 
habitants of the Rock had the 
right to decide their future. He 
was, in that sense, in the mould 
of a number of leaders through- 
out the British Empire who con- 
tributed to tbe process of 
post-war decolonisation. One of 
the last steps in that process 
took place in Hong Kong on the 
day he died. 

Young Joshua Hassan was 
spurred to political action by tbe 
painful experience in the Second 
World War when thousands of 
non -combatant Gibraltarians, 
women, children and old men - 
most of the Rock's population 
- were shipped off to be bfllet- 
ed around the world, to 
Madeira, Northern Ireland, 
Jamaica and London. 

Hassan. who volunteered as 
a gunner in the Gibraltar De- 
fence Force, shared the suspi- 
cion of many that Britain was 
quietly planning not to bring tbe 
evacuees home, a decisionthat 
that would have condemned 
thousands of families to misery 
and destroyed the community. 

Hassan. trained as a lawyer 
in the Middle Temple and called 
to the Bar in 1939. launched the 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Civil Rights in 1942 to 
campaign for the evacuees' re- 
turn. Many Gibraltarians of a 
certain age recount with pain 
the uncertainty of a childhood 
spent far from home, without 
their fathers, an experience 
reflected in a mvriad exotic 


regional accents that spi 
Gibraltarians’ spoken Englis 


The campaign’s success 
spawned a wider movement 
that combined aspirations for 
emancipation with a passionate 
desire to remain British. This 
paradoxical combination encap- 
sulates the political will of most 
Gibraltarians today, and is ex- 
plained by the fact thaL the 
Rock's desire for a voice of its 
own. apart from Britain, is 
matched only by its fierce re- 
fusal to be ceded’to Spain, in ac- 
cordance with the 1713 Treaty 
of Utrecht. 

Twice in the 1960s. Hassan - 
regarded as a radical if not a 
revolutionary' - led petitioners 
from the Rock to testify in New 
York before the United* Nations 
Committee on Decolonisation, 
insisting that the vast majority 
of his cnmpatriols wanted to re- 



Zong: Patriotic Catholicism 


BIRTHS 

BAYL1SS / SERl'P: To Kevin and 
Rikkc. on Saturday Iff June 1097. at 
King"* College Hospital. London, a 
son. Jac (5th I3 1 :oz>. 


DEATHS 


BAKER: Rhonda, died in Si Mary's 
H«*«piral. on 23 June 1 997. Darling 


vvite of Simon, dntijdiicr of Ron r 
Anne, and scour ot Boh and Caj 


Anne, and sister ol Bob and Carol. 
She will be sadly missed tn her fam- 
ily and her friends. Cremation oi Wfca 
N*T*ood. 1 1 July 1997. 3ptn-4pm. No 
flowers, but donations please to Dr 
Carmel Couhcr. [nr ihc St Mary's On- 
cology Departmental Fund, or to St 
Christopher's Hospice. c,ci and en- 
quiries to A. Yeatman & Sons, of West 
Norwood. 0ldl-o70 1127. 

BE 1 1 BRIDGE; Richard (Dick), passed 
3«ny at home on 29 June. Much kn cd 
by all his family and friends, he mill 
be greatly missed. Funeral service to 
take place at St Lawrence Church. Ab- 
bots Langley, on Monday 7 July at 
3. 15pm. family flowers only please, 
donations to Ovfam. Donations and 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TbcPrto<TwKi»al.rn.,tJi-iu.4 Pwn.n-. ('runt 
C.'ni.m. jiicixb ihc Prudential Yuuih 4ciu>n 
Awards Veicns-ns «l l.mdnn Zu». Kigvnl s 
Part La nd.® NW I . C'h.ma'tbn. Lundnn Urn- 
irpm. .*pcir. the new J«h nl fimaum ISinui} 
l.aic and PpAiDM Scicmo. ihc Rival Hoc 
H«OialSthW« MidaiiK. LndnNVVluisf 
as mwlini. Huliop l»r Ihc IVcuMcd \»ea. 
u-m-.iucrKlsa PhsciiLiirsiEisriiin? I"i ihc 25lb 
Spun-mi IKtw kulc, i he CulUhaU. VVindx'r. 
Urrksinn The Dtrien of Krai recent* an 
hiiib*iai> dif ill at I lull ItahcTMIt. 


Changing of the Guard 
The llnuwlinU Vmalrs Mnuolcil H rpm.n i 
ir-iunis the Queen ' Lne Ciiiard at llirs 
(iurds Itam. N Daiialnm lirJi OiuiiJi 
rmonv- the Ufsvtl * Guard, ji Burkwghaih 
ralKc. 1 1 Hum. I sind ptneMvd In ihc insh 
Gual dS 


Days before the reunification of 
Hong Kong with the rest of Chi- 
na. Bishop Joseph Zong Huaide 
died in Peking of a heart attack. 
The bishop had worked on es- 
tablishing links between the 
Roman Catholic Church in the 
former British colony and the 
government -sponsored Chinese 
Catholic Patriotic Association. 

For many years Zong had 
headed the CTPA, the Church 
which broke away from the ju- 
risdiction of the Vatican in the 
1950s under pressure from the 
Chinese Communist govern- 
ment Although he had suffered 
at the hands of the regime dur- 
ing the Cultural Revolution, 
Zong believed that compro- 
mise with the government and 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


any further enquiries lo MK. Giodcr 
& Sons. 5 1 High Street, Abbots Lan* 


& Sorts. 5 1 High Street, Abbots Lan- 
gley. Telephone 01923 269994. 

GAYFORD: Michael Robert Dudtey.cn 
25 June, aged 66. adored husband of 
Suzanna. loving father of Nicola and 
Christopher, much-loved father-in-law 
of Tim and Alice and darling grand- 

S a of George. Alice. Audrey. 

cruna. Gusste, Rupert. Kitty and 
Antonia. Funeral Service at Si Mary's, 
Apu klram. on Tuesday S July at 2pm. 
No flowers. Du nations, if wished, to 
Macmillan Nunes, c lo Edward White 
& Son. S South Pallanu Chicbcsrcr. 
01343 752136. 


For GAZETTE, please telephone 0171- 
293 2011 or fax 0171-293 2010. 


Birthdays 

Mr Basil Bean, former chief execu- 
tive. National House-Building Coun- 
cil, 6&. Lord Beloff. former Principal. 
University College at Buckingham. 
84; Dr Hans Bcihc. physicist. 91; Mr 
Kenneth Clarke MT, former gov- 
ernment minister. S7; Lady Crawshay. 
former chairman. Local Govern- 
ment Boundary Commission. Wales, 
70: Sir Hugh Cuhitr, chairman. Rea 
Brothers Group. 6ft Mr Nicholas 
Elam, arahasva dor to Luxembourg. 
5$: Miss Jerry HalL model. 41: Mr 
Ian Irvine, fiirmcr chairman. Reed EL 



Professor Leonard Strang 


main British. In 1967 he pul his 
• principle to the test with a ref- 
erendum on the colony’s future. 
The public's verdict was over- 
whelming - 12.138 votes in fav- 
our of remaining with Britain, 
and only -44 votes against. 

^With Britain but not under 
Britain. The Right to our Land” 
were the twin slogans that in- 
spired Hassan as'head of the 
city and legislative councils for 
most of the years between 1945 
and 1969. The bodies merged 
into the House of Assembly in 
the constitution of 1969. his 
crowning achievement. 

At the core of the constitu- 
tion, which continues to govern 
the Rode, is Britain's pledge that 
it would “never enter into 
arrangements under which the 
people of Gibraltar would pass 
□nder the sovereignty of an- 
other state against their freely 
and democratically expressed 
wishes”. This pledge, as to- 
day's Chief Minister, Peter 
Caruana. said recently, “has 
been repeated to us by every 
successive British government”, 
and forms the core of policy to- 
wards Spain's persistent claims 
to sovereignty. 

In response to tills gesture of 
defiance, Spain's dictator Fran- 
cisco Franco sealed off the bor- 
der. Links between Spain and 
Gibraltar remained cut until 
1985. more than nine years af- 
ter Franco’s death, when Mad- 
rid was negotiating its entry into 
the European Community. 

.After five years as chief min- 
ister, Hassan lost the post in the 
1 969 genera] election - his only- 
electoral defeat - when his par- 
ty failed by one seat to win a ma- 
jority. Bui he was voted back in 
1972 and remained for the next 
15 years. The manner of his de- 
parture from office cast some- 
thing of a shadow over his long 
career. It followed the break- 
down in 1987 of the 19S3 airport 
agreement with Madrid. In 
1987. Gibraltar was excluded 
from a Europe-wide attempt to 
liberalise air travel - the price 
for preventing the collapse of 
the initiative - and its airport 
was dosed for flights to any- 
where except Britain. This was 
a terrible blow to Gibraltar, and 
prompted mass protests in which 
Hassan was accused of betray- 
aL He retired from politics soon 
afterwards, citing personal rea- 
sons. aged 71 and past his prime. 

Joshua Hassan was always an 
open and accessible man. greet- 
ing people on the street of his 
little colony, and claiming to 
know the names of most of them, 
and never forgetting the working- 
class unions who launched him 
into power. His weakness, crit- 
ics say, was to allow his deep loy- 
alty to Britain to translate into 
an ov er-conciliatory attitude to 
the Foreign Office. 

"Working so closely with 
FCO ministers and offidals. 


■ \ 


aAIH 
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Hassan: ‘Gibraltar's future is bound up with Britain and Spain. The British connection Is vttaT 


he ended up believing in every- 
thing they tried to sell him. The 
establishment swallowed him 
up.” is the verdict of his politi- 
cal opponent for more than 15 
years, the intransigent old 
warhorse Joe Bossano. 

Bossano, who succeeded as 
chief minister until his own de- 
feat last year, remembered his 
old adversary yesterday “with 
great personal affection”. He re- 
called: “He had this great abil- 
ity when I was leader of the 
opposition to lake me aside and 
try to win me over. I fell for it 
every time ” 

Elizabeth Nash 


In 1983 Sir Joshua Hassan in- 
terviewed me for a Gibraltar 
government job, writes Kenneth 
Baio. “Just as well you have 
come in the morning.” he said. 
“That’s when I am Chief Min- 
ister. In the afternoon, I go back 
to my law practice [JA. Hassan 
& Partners, of which he was 
head of chambers] to earn some 
money.” In one of those discreet 
British colonial indulgences, 
politicians on the Rock were ini- 
tially deemed to be part-time - 
3nd were paid accordingly. 

Twelve years later in 1995, it 
was nay turn to interview him. 


With passion, he described him- 
self as “100 per cent Sephardic 
Jew. Hassan is normally an 
Arab first name; but in the Jew- 
ish tradition, it is a surname. In 
my case, there is no possible 
confusion. With first names 
like Joshua and Abraham, no- 
body could think I am anything 
but a Jew. My family has a his- 
tory' of nearly 300 years in 
Gibraltar. They arrived from 
Morocco in 1728; and some 
came earlier from Minorca.” 

“It was my policy lo develop 
good working relations with 
both Britain and Spain,” he told 
me. “That does not mean that 
there was any give-away. Bui we 
have lo live with the Spaniards. 
They are our neighbours. 1 
doubt whether Gibraltar would 
be viable as an independent 
state against the wishes of 40 
million Spaniards. Our future is 
bound up with both Britain 
and Spain. The British con- 
nection is vital. The Spanish 
connection is desirable: ihe 
reality of the geography is 
inescapable. 

“My objective was to uy to 
convince the Spanish to accept 
the British Gibraltarian and to 
lead them away from an attitude 
towards us that is now 300 


years old. On the other hand, 
the treaty of Utrecht is Britain’s 
title to Gibraltar. So Britain has 
to respect and adhere to its 
obligations under it The day 
that" they cease to do so. the 
Spanish would have every right 
to walk in our door.” 

WhaL I asked Hassan final- 
ly. did he think was the destiny 
of Gibraltar? 

“I am not a prophet." he said. 
“Only an expired politician. So 
wc shall have to wait and see.” 


Joshua Abraham Hassan. lawyer 
and politician: bom Gibraltar 21 
Augim 1915; called to the Bar. 


Middle Temple 1939; HM Deputy 
Coroner, Gibraltar 1 941-64; May- 


Coroner. Gibraltar 1941-64; May- 
or of Gibraltar 1945-50, 1953-69; 


Leonard Strang was a man of 
prodigious talent — passionate- 
ly engaged with life in all its 
aspects to the last. 

The term “paediatrician- 
scientist” may come dose to 
encompassing the scope of a 
profe ssional life devoted to re- 
search into the problems of the 
newborn infant and to the 
care of sick children; but it 
fails to identity Strang's unique 
ability to fuse these too often 
disparate disciplines of research 
and practice - bringing his 
understanding of physiological 
science to bear on clinical 
problems long before the 
term “translational research” 
had had been invented. Nor 
can a professional label convey 
the idea of the whole man - 
the strength of his personality, 
his love of literature, his 
passionate interest in politics - 
all of which made biro such 
a wonderful friend and 
colleague. 

Leonard Strang was born in 
1925 in East Kilbride, outside 
Glasgow, of Scottish parents - 
his father from a local farming 
family and his mother from a 
family long established in 
Donsade, near Aberdeen. When 
be was five, the family moved 
to Newcastle, where Leonard 
was to remain more or 
less continuously until the age 
of 29. 

it was in Newcastle, at the age 
of eight and before the advent 
of antibiotics, that he suffered 
an illness which nearly killed 
him and was to have a profound 
influence on the rest of his life. 
An infection of the mastoid 
spread to the bloodstream and 
subsequently destroyed both 
hips- leaving his legs weakened 
and wasted in a manner which 
many later mistook for the 
effects of polio. 

Months of illness were fol- 
lowed by prolonged convales- 
cence, during which he read 
( and was read to) a great deal 
Later, he was to identify this 
time with the awakening of his 
love of literature. It also marked 
the beginning of his fight to re- 
establish his life and to succeed 
in spite of his disability. Al- 
though he was left able to 
“walk” only with the aid of 
shoulder crutches, such was his 
resolve that he was playing 
cricket by the age of 10. albeit 
with another boy as his runner 
(it was a great personal triumph 
when, 19years later, he was able 
to walk down the aisle aided 
only by a pair of walking sticks 
on the occasion of his marriage). 


the natural history of disease 
and to respect the instincts of 
the mother in relation to her 
child's well-being (“Ask the 
mother” was Spence’s advice) 
and it was there that he devel- 
oped the ability to apply basic 
scientific principles to the man- 
agement of disease - the hall- 
mark of his future clinical 
practice. 

After Newcastle came a 
move to the Royal Postgradu- 
ate Medical School at Ham- 
mersmith and the development 
of a research interest m the 
function of the lungs -initially 
in normal and asthmatic chil- 
dren and subsequently in new- 
born infants. A year at Harvard 
as a Research Fellow sparked 
an interest in the control of 
the lung circulation in the 
newborn - work which he 
continued on return to the 
Hammersmith. 

Although the precise focus 
was to change later, he was 
now* working in the area which 
was to dominate his research 
career and was later to be his 
major contribution to knowl- 
edge - how the lungs of the 
baby, which arc liam'd-filled 
and inactive as they develop m 
the womb, adapt to the re- 
quirements of breathing at 
birth. 

It was at University College 
Medical Hospital, then separate 
from University College Lon- 
don. that Leonard Strang car- 
ried out this programme or 
work which established his 
international reputation; ap- 
pointed Reader in Paediatrics 
tn 1963, he was in 1967 the first 
Professor of Paediatrics to be 
appointed at a London under- 
graduate medical school. 

Great advances in under- 
standing which result from re- 
search are rarefy the work of 


the baby in response to the 
stress of being bom. stimulates 


stress of being bom. stimulates 
the absorption of liquid via 
specialised molecular channels 


specialised molecular channels 
to make way for air at the start 
of breathing. 

This work opened up an en- 
tirely new area of lung research 
and, fittingly, he was awarded 


the James Spence Medal in 
1990 by the British Paediatric 
Association (how the Royal 
College of Paediatrics and ChBd 
Health) for “outstanding con- 
tributions to the advancement 
of paediatric knowledge”. 

Just as important as the work 
itself was the role Strang played 
in training a series of yoong pae- 
diatricians - to be paediatnrinn- 
scientists in their own right, it 
is no accident that of those that 
worked with him over the years 
no fewer than eight have gone 
on to head departments of their 


A lifetime's fascination with 


the physiological mechanisms of 
the foetal and newborn huig did 


one person but they can he the 
result of the inspiration of one 
person. And so it was with 
Strang, who led a research team 
which, over a period spanning 
two decades, systematically 
studied the mechanisms re- 
sponsible for liquid movement 
across the internal cellular lin- 
ing of the infant lung: describ- 
ing how it is formed within the 
lung during development (act- 
ing as a template for lung 
growth) and later demonstrat- 
ing how adrenaline, secreted by 


Richard Olver 


member Executive Council 
Gibraltar 1950-64 Chief Mem- 
ber. Legislative Council 1950-64: 
LVO 1954: CBE 1957, GBE 
1988: QC f Gibraltar ) 1961 ; Kt 
1963: Chief Minister of Gibraltar 
1964-69. 1972-87; Leader of the 
Opposition, Gibraltar House of 
.Assembly 1969-72: KCMG 1986; 
Chairman, Gibraltar Bar Coun- 
cil 1992-95; married 1945 
Daniela Salazar ( two daughters: 
marriage dissolved 1969). 1969 
MarvcBe Bensimon (two daugh- 
ters); died Gibraltar 1 July 1997. 


Schooling at the Royal 
irammar School, Newcastle, 


Grammar School, Newcastle, 
was followed by a medical ed- 
ucation at Durham and New- 
castle, graduating in 1949. At 
Newcastle Strang undertook 
his postgraduate training in 


paediatrics in the department 
rounded by James Spence, a 
supreme clinician who, coinci- 


dentally, had helped to save 
Strang's sight when he had 
been so ill some 20 years earli- 
er. During the seven years he 
spent in that invigorating envi- 
ronment he learnt to observe 



Leonard Bimie Strang, paedia- 
trician, physiologist, teacher horn 
East Kilbride. Renfrewshire 13 
May 1925; Registrar and Fust As- 
sistant. Dcparmient of Child 


Strang: lung research 


59; Medical Research Council 
Clinical Research Fellow, Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School 
Hammersmith 1959-61, Senior 
Lecmrer and Consultant in Pae- 
diatrics 1962-63; Research Fellow, 
Harvard Medical School 1961- 
62; Reader in Paediatrics. Uni- 
versity College Hospital Medical 
School (University College Lon- 
don) 1963-67, Professor of Pae- 
diatrics 1967-89 (Emeritus); 
married 1954 Madeleine Alien 
(died 1981; one son, three daugh- 
ters), 1983 Susan Plant; died Vobc, 
France 24 June 1997. 


Bishop Joseph Zong Huaide 


a national Catholic Church free 
of Vatican control were goals 
worth pursuing. As well as 


worth pursuing. As weu as 
heading the CPA itself, he was 
also chairman of the Bishops'. 
Conference of the CPA. 

Zong was born in eastern 
Shandong province in 1917 into 
a family that could trace its 
Catholic roots back 200 years. 
After school and junior semi- 
nary in Zhoucun he entered the 
major seminary in tbe provin- 
cial capital Jinan in 1938. being 
ordained priest in 1943. He 
was then sent to work in a 
local village parish. 

He served as vicar of the 
Zhoucun diocese from 1949 to 
1958. These were turbulent 
times for the Catholic Church 


in the wake of the Communist 
takeover. All foreign mission- 
aries were arrested and then ex- 
pelled. Bishops, priests and lay 
people who remained faithful to 
the Vatican were imprisoned as 
the state moved to assert con- 
trol over the Catholic Church. 
Those prepared to break their 
ties with the Vatican were al- 
lowed to form the Catholic Pa- 
triotic Association, which was 
under tight government control. 

Zo tig's acceptance of a na- 
tional Catholic Church soon led 
to promotion. He was conse- 
crated Bishop of Zhoucun in 
June 1958, one of the first of the 
new bishops ordained without 
Vatican approval. However, this 
did not spare him as times got 


tougher. In the wake of the un- 
leashing of the Cultural Revo- 
lution by fanatical Maoist 
students in 1966, Zong was one 
of the many clergy of aD reli- 
gious groups to be arrested. Ail 
China’s churches were closed 
and religious books and arte feds 
were destroyed amid the frenzy 
of destruction. Zong was to spend 
the next decade at a reform- 
through-labour farm, not re- 
emerging until the late 1970s. 

Following his release he re- 
sumed his church work at a time 
when life was getting easier for 
the government-approved reli- 
gious groups, including the Pa- 
triotic Catholics. At the Third 
National Congress of the CPA, 
in May 1980. Zong was elected 


chairman of the organisation, 
indicating the trust placed in 
him by the state authorities. 

He later became head of the 
national Catholic seminary in 
Beijing and a member of the 
Chinese People’s Political Con- 
sultative Conference. From the 
late 19S0s he was acting head 
of the Bishops' Conference, 
becoming its chairman in 1992. 
Zong's work - most of which 
was based in Pelting - left him 
little time to care for his diocese 
of Jinan and Zhoucun. 

Despite his high-profile po- 
sition within the CPA. Zong was 
a timid and self-effacing figure. 
He was clearly not the person 
taking decisions in tbe organi- 
sation and his position as CPA 


leader meant that he was not of- 
ten invited abroad by other 
Catholic organisations. 

Last month, he welcomed to 
Peking a delegation of Hong 
Kong’s leading Catholics, in- 
cluding Coadjutor Bishop 
Joseph Zen Ze-kiun and Aux- 
iliary Bishop John Tong Hon. 
Tbe talks were polite, but del- 
icate, and concentrated main- 
ly on pastoral questions. More 
important talks were held with 
government officials. The Hong 
Kong Catholic Church is de- 
termined to retain its links to the 
Vatican and neither the Hong 
Kong Church nor the Chinese 
authorities have proposed 
incorporating it into the CPA. 

.Although he did not rule 


out re-integration of the Patri- 
otic Church into the world- 
wide Catholic Church, Zong 
stressed that this was impossi- 
ble unless the Vatican ruled out 
interference in China’s domes- 
tic affairs and ended its diplo- 
matic recognition of Taiwan, 
which China holds to be a rebel 
province. However, he did work 
to promote some of the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council 
within the Patriotic Church. 


Felix Corley 


Joseph Zong Huaide, priest : bom 
Shandong province, China 1917; 
ordained priest 1943: Bishop of 
Zhoucun 1958-97; Chairman, 
Catholic Patriotic Association 
1982- 97; died Peking 27 June 1997. 


Forthcoming: 

marriages 


Dr A. M. Balfour 
and Miss V. J. E. Clarke 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Victoria, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Graham Clarice, of Lymingion, 
Hampshire, and Alistair, elder son 
of Dr and Mrs David Balfour, of 
Lyndbursi. Hampshire. 


Proceedings for extradition are criminal proceedings 


Re Levin (application fora writ 
of habeas corpus!: House or 
Lords (Lord'Goff of Chieveley, 
Lord Nicholls of Birkenhead, 
Lord Sleyn, Lord Hofftnan. Lend 
HunonJ 19 June 1997 


LAW REPORT 


2 July 1997 


Anniversaries 

Births: Thomas Craiuner. Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, 1 489; Alexan- 
der Frederick Douglas-Home. Lord 
Home of the HiiseL politician. 1903. 
Deaths: Ernest Miller Hemingway, 
novelist . co mini tied suicide 1961; 
Vladimir Vladimirovich Nabokov, 
novelist and lepidoptcrist, 1977. To- 
day is the Feast Day of Si Mone- 
gundis. St Otto of Bamberg and 
Saints Processus aud Martini an. 


sevier, 61 ; Lord M ackay of Clash fern, 
former Lord Chancellor. 70: Mr 
Dennis Marks, general director. 
English National Opera. 49: Mr Fer- 
dinand Mount. Editor. Times Liter- 
ur\ Supplement , 58: Lord Owen, 
former MP. 59: Sir Kieran Prender- 
gast. former High Commissioner to 
Kenya. 55: Lord Sieff of Brimpioa, 
honorary president. Marks and 
Spencer. S*: Mrs Ann Taylor MP. 
Leader of the House of Commons, 
50; Mrs Elspeth Thomas. Chair- 
man, British Red Cross. 60; Mr John 
Tirapson, broadcaster. 69. 


Proceedings before a magistrate 
to decide whether there was suf- 
ficient evidence to commit a 
person to prison pending a de- 
cision by the Home Secretary 
as to his extradition were 
criminal proceedings. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed tbe appellant's appeal 
against the refusal by the Di- 
visional Court of his application 
for a writ of habeas corpus. 

Tbe appellant was a Russian 
citizen who had been detained 
with a view to extradition to the 
United States. It was alleged 
that he had used a computer 
terminal in St Petersburg to 
gain unauthorised access to 
the computerised fund transfer 
service of Citibank NA in 
New Jersey, and had made 
fraudulent transfers of funds. 

The procedure for extradi- 
tion to the United States was 
governed by the provisions of 
the Extradition Act 1870 which 


had been consolidated in 
Schedule I to tbe Extradition 
Act 1989. It was the duly of the 
metropolitan stipendiary mag- 
istrate, pursuant to paragraph 
6( 1 ) of Schedule I. to hear the 
appellant's case in Lhe same 
manner as if he were charged 
with an indictable offence 
committed in this country. 

The magistrate found’ that 
the evidence justified the ap- 
pellant's committal for trial, and 
accordingly ordered his com- 
mittal to prison to await the de- 
cision of the Home Secretary 
as to whether he should be sur- 
rendered. The appellant’s ap- 
plication to the Divisional 
Court for the issue of a writ of 
habeas corpus, claiming that the 
evidence adduced before tbe 
magistrate had not justified 
his committal, was dismissed. 
Altai Jones QC and James Lewis 
t Reynolds Dawson St Co) for the ap- 
pellant: Paul GariicJc QC and David 
POny (CPS/ for the Governor of 
Britton Prism and the United States 
Government. 


Lord Hoffman said that the ev- 
idence before the magistrate 
had included an affidavit of a 
director of Citibank which dealt 
with the computerised fund 
transfer service. The witness 
had produced copies of com- 
puter printouts recording unau- 
thorised transfers of hinds 
amounting in all lo US$1 0.7m. 
Another employee of Citibank 
had given oral evidence ex- 
plaining how the computer 
records were created. 

An accomplice bad identified 
the appellant as the person who 
had initiated the unauthorised 
payment instructions from 
his computer terminal in St 
Petersburg. 

It had been submitted for the 
appellant that the computer 
printouts were hearsay and 
inadmissible. They would be ad- 
missible in criminal proceeding; 
under section 69 of the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act 
1984, but R v Governor of Bel- 
marsh Prison, ex pane Francis 
[1995] I WLR 1121 had de- 


cided that extradition pro- 
ceedings were not criminal 
proceedings. 

That argument seemed 
wrong at every stage. The print- 
outs were not hearsay. They did 
not assert that the transfers had 
taken place: they recorded the 
transfers themselves. 

Extradition proceedings 
were criminal proceedings, of 
a special kind, but criminal 
proceedings none the less. In ex 
parte Francis McGowan U had 
said only that section 78 of the 
19S4 Act had no application to 
extradition proceedings. 

Both case law and the terras 
of the Extradition Act 1989 
pointed to extradition pro- 
ceedings being catogorised as 
criminal: see Amtand r Home 
Secretary and Minister of De- 
fence of Royal Netherlands Gov- 
ernment [1943] AC 147; and 
section 9{2) of and paragraph 
6(l)ofScheduleIto the 1989- 
Act. 

It had been submitted, al- 
ternatively, that extradition 


proceedings were criminal pro- 
ceedings, and that the magis- 
trate should have exercised 
his discretion under section 
78(1) of the 1984 Act to exclude 
the evidence of the accom- 
plice and of the computer 
printouts. 

McCowan LJ had gone too 
farmer parte Francis in saying 
that section 7S had no appli- 
cation to extradition proceed- 
ings- If it applied to committal 



On 


se 


the foetal and newborn lung did 
not preclude a genuine com- 
mitment to lhe care of his pa- 
tients and great skill in the 
delivery of that care - in this re- 
spect he was a true disciple of 
James Spence. Infinite patience 
and concern characterised 
Strang's relationships with par- 
ents and children alike, with 
friends and colleagues he 
could he irascible, but his out- 
bursts were rarely irrational or 
random. 

Strang cared deeply, partic- 
ularly where injustice, igno- 
rance or incompetence were 
concerned, and he was not slow 
to make these feelings known. 
This side of his character was 
not infrequently displayed in 
committee and, for those who 
may have used Strang as a role 
model the example of how far 
he could go to achieve what 
he ‘thought right has always 
provided considerable leeway. 

A liberal Francophile, among 
whose greatest pleasures was to 
read Proust and Stendhal in the 
original. Leonard Strang moved 
to France when he retired in 
1989 -settling happily in the vil- 
lage of Volx in Haute Provence 
with Susan, whom he had mar- 
ried six years earlier following 
the tragic death of his first 
wife. Madeleine. 


sins unjustly 

mu’tl lor 

igishormiffh 


Health. Durham University 1953- 
59: Metrical Research Council 


though it was likely that since 
the committal in the present 
case extradition proceedings 
had been excluded from the 
operation of section 78 by 
the Criminal Procedure and 
Investigations Act 1996. 

The question was, however, 
whether the admission of the 
evidence would have such an 
adverse effect on the fairness 
of the extradition proceedings 
that the court ought not to ad- 
mit iL No reasonable magistrate 
would have excluded lhe evi- 
dence in the present case. The 
appeal was dismissed.. 


Kate (FHankra, Barrister 
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On sexual equality, we should agree to differ 
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C a society iiMiuchThe’rda^T ** Yfiah ' teU me sorae thina I 

ship between men L^men though 

® equal m all significant reseed 1 P^cular feminist ambition of 
First, rephrase the question In the is far from being achieved, it 

form that it is usuaify angered- ^ “increasingly clear that h does not 

you imagine a worldin which labSJ foE? 6 whole q ? estio ° " either 
is eventy divided, men taking their fair °u WOmen * Increasingly we 

share of domestic responsible ccncemed with a more 

women having equrvalentacc««*)>tii ^ d mental uncertainty. Are men 
kinds of formal emplcZe^ SSj?® 1 ? Profoundly, inehictably 

Put like that, well yes, of course vnu 0ur circuit 1x531115 wired 

can. It would obriouslybe f 001 ? 1 ? 8 ^ 0 com P letel y different 

t-Mcsnstsr ^ssErs.-,' 8 ^ 


«mo,e^' ail cou 1 d V &LS *™ ? 

d ^ef a S£ESS s 

3 SSSH =5 

dSSbt that u ne s ? nous fy probability that there is agenetic 

SK S3? and cooper- 
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-their lives fully, women enjoying the 
rewards of open access to a broad 
social life, men deepening their emo- 
tional lives by being with children, and 
so forth? 

Thus, when a researcher reports to 
the British Psychological Society that 
working fathers do not behave like new 
men (rare nappy changes, not a lot of 


ating. while there is a converse pre- 
disposition among men to drive for 
tone achievement Reporting of this 
research finding attracted consider- 
able comment partly because (as 
ever) scientists were irritated that 
newspapers (including 77ie Indepen- 
dent) should render their findings in 
terms that enabled lay folk to get a 


h< ? me doesn't handle on the subject So. we repined 
look afterthe fads when they’re ill) you that boys will be boys and girls will be 
can see all the women in the audience girls because that is what their chro- 


mosomes dictate. Actually, of course, 
the researchers were quiie properly 
more cautious than that But in some 
respects the most interesting thing is 
that no one really thought this was a 
particularly controversial or neces- 
sarily challenging thought It con- 
curred so precisely with widespread 
expectation that few people became 
exercised about it 
lake another example. We reported 
in some detail this week research into 
women’s newspaper reading habits, 
and what female newspaper execu- 
tives think about the material that 
newspapers carry. Naturally enough. 


because men mostly dominate news 
output, and because women mostly 
say they want to read about things 
other than conventional news 
“events’*, there is an assumption that 
news is distorted by being male-ori- 
ented. Does that necessarily follow? 
It might, or it might not, depending 
on whether women actually want 
news at all - or something else. The 
idea of laying an even ground may be 
beside the point. 

So here we are, making vast assump- 
tions about our fundamental nature, 
without really haring much evidence 
to point to the truth. In America, in 


particular, many research scientists 
believe that the ancient nature/nurture 
argument might be far more resolv- 
able than we think. Technology now 
enables us to scan brains in ways that 
may identify a wide range of ■‘sott- 
wired” differences, including mtelli- 
eence, social and sexual differences. 
But there is a great reluctance to 
support such research in the open, it 
is largely hidden from view, for fear 
that it will upset our chenshed 
presumptions. 

What are we scared of? First, just 
suppose, purely for the sake of argu- 
ment. that women do indeed have a 
genetic predisposition to be more co- 
operative in their social relations than 
men, and that men. conversely, are 
more Likely to adopt aggressive pos- 
tures. Whv is the one propensity nec- 
essarilv “better** than the other? 
Surely there are obvious situations in 
which the male propensity to go solo 
and compete is more useful than the 
female propensity to compromise, 
just as the reverse of this is true. 
Remember, second, that we arc, like 
other species, highly adaptable. We 
may be able to rewire some parts of 
ourselves rather quickly, but hope- 
lessly incapable of altering others. 

So, if men and women are actually 
slightly different animals, who fulfil 
complementary roles, but also nib up 
against each* other (excuse the 
metaphor) in different ways, isn’t 


that an important and useful way to 
understand ourselves? The more 
open-minded \vc can be about the way 
in which we interrelate, the better; 
and that may very well mean that men 
should no more become women than 
women should become men. 


A sticky wicket 
for Mr Major 

I t does look suspieiously as if John 
Major is in denial. No. 1 wasn't 
Prime Minister, no. not at all. you see. 
First he wants to deiir off .sharpish, leav- 
ing his party to flounder about miser- 
ably in an all-ioo-hasty search lor his 
successor - an argument from which Mr 
Major conspicuously absented him- 
self. ns the candidates attempted to dis- 
tance i hem selves from him. Now that 
can't have been fun. and you have to 
have some sympathy: such devastating 
defeat takes time to assimilate. But then 
he chooses to stay at home to attend the 
Denis Compton memorial rather than 
go to Hong Kong. Given the choice 
between saluting ;f cricketing great, and 
bidding farewell to Britain's remaining 
vestiges of Empire. Mr Major knew 
where his heart lay: half-way down the 
22-vard green stretch. Livoks’almost too 
fitting a conclusion. 
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Fans unjustly 
blamed for 
^ Hillsborough 

Sir: 1 was dismayed and incensed to 
read Michael Roberts's letter (28 
June) suggesting that the crowd 
were responsible for the crush at 
Hillsborough. This maligns a large 
number of innocent people. 

The design of the Leppings Lane 
end. was likely to encourage such a 
crush.The area was divided into 
three pens, with access to the 
central pen via the tunnel and side 
pens by the ends. Since access to all 
three was from the area behind the 
turnstiles with no further control it 
would be impossible to control ?- ■ 

numbers in each pen even before 
the gates bypassing the tmostfles ■ 
were opened Because die obvious . 
way in was through the tunnel and 
most people wish to stand behind 
the goal most would attempt to 
enter the centre pen and few would . 
enter the side pens to which 
entrance was less obvious. 

At some other grounds this 
would be unlikely to happen. At 
Wembley when there was terracing 
each standing area was separately 
; ticketed. At Anfield on the Kop 

5 there were no fences dividing the 
standing area into pens. 

Any individual in a crowd has 
little control over his movement. 
That has led to the other crush 
disasters such as Ibrox and the 
wartime accident in the London 
Tube. Tb suggest that those who 
formed the crowd were responsible 
is absurd. 1 am sure that given 
information they would have acted 
responsibly, but they could not 
possibly have known of problems at 
the front; indeed they could 
suppose that those controlling the 
ground had a duty to ensure that 
the pens were not overfilled. 

Regrettably, even in these days 
□f all -seater grounds, it could still 
happen, as all dubs do not issue 
tickets for specific seats. 

Fortunately we no longer have 
fences, so the results are unlikely to 
be as serious. 

1 trust Mr Roberts wfli accept 
that a crowd will always act in this 

way (rather like water) and ceases 
to be a group of individuals with 
individual mil. 

RICHARD PEARSON 
Cardiff 

i l Sir: Michael Roberts states that 

those who “tried to cram 

themselves into the already 
overcrowded terraces” should take 
the blame for causing the 
Hillsborough tragedy irrespective 
of “other factors involved in the 
disaster”. 

It was precisely these “other 
factors” which led to supporters 
trying to enter the massively 

overcrowded middle pen of the 
jjl LeppirzgsLane end of the ground. 
For instance, the decision to open 
an exit gate, and admit many fans, 
without even checking tickets, or 
South Yorkshire Police]® ignorance 
of dosed-dreuil television 

evidence, which showed a 

potential crushing situation within 
the middle pen, while the two 
adjacent pens remained easily 
accessible. 

If supporters had been directed 

■ by stewards or policemen towards 
less congested areas on their entry 
to the ground, 96 people might still 

■ be alive today. 

A KELLY . . 

Manchester 

Sin On a sunny spring morning in 
19S9, roy husband setout to attend 
a football match. That night, 
someone completely different 

; . came home and our lives bad been 
irrevocably changed. 
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The enormity of the tragic 
deaths of men, women and children 
at Hillsborough has rightly 
overshadowed the multitude of 
other personal tragedies which 
arose out of that day. Thousands of 
people present were devastated by 
the trauma they experienced and 
witnessed. Many cany the guilt, not 
of baring caused what happened, 
but of having survived. This, 
regardless of the fact that had it not 
been for the prompt and selfless 
action of fans both inside and 
outside the pens, many more would 
have died. 

Michael Roberts (letter, 28 
June) need not concern himself 
about the police “taking 
representation*’ from these people. 
West Midlands Police did that last 
rime . The fans were exonerated by 
the Thylor inquiry report- The 
uninformed interpretations of what 
happened that day, begun by West 
Yorkshire Police and The Sun 
newspaper and perpetuated by 
such as Mr Roberts, continue to 
cause pain to those already 

suffering, A new inquiry and 

reopened inquests on those who 
died will finally nail the myth that 
football fans were culpable. 

PAT AYERS 
Liverpool 

Sir Your correspondent ("Straw 
sets up review of football tragedy , 

27 June) incorrectly reports on a 
material fact 

She writes: “The Crown 
prosecution Service has studied 
video footage discovered in the 
archives of Yorkshire Television 
which South Yorkshire Police 
previously said was of too poor . 
quality to make available to ihe^ 
•Tbylor inquiry or to the inquesL 

That is wrong- The video footage 
in question is from police tapes 


which were made available to Lord 
Justice Taylor and HM coroner for 
the inquest 

Then also being made available 
to Yorkshire *Ie]evision subsequent 
to the inquiry by the South 
Yo rkshir e Police is also significant 
collateral for our assertion that 
there is no “cover-up" as popularly 
alleged in some quarters. The 
inquiry ordered by the Home 
Secretary will lay this particular 
confusion to rest. 

RICHARD WELLS 
Chief Constable 
South Yorkshire Police 
Sheffield 


A chance missed 
in Hong Kong 

Sin We may well feel melancholy 
over the proceedings in Hong 
Kong. Much British bad faith has 
been involved. 

As a member of the British 
Army, I arrived in Hong Kong in 
1946, in time to see the Japanese 
war memorial blown up. Hong 
Kongwas then something of a slag 
heap. The British routine^ treated 
the Chin ese as an inferior race, but 
that inferior race set about 
rebuilding their splendid island 
and their trade. It became the most 
amaang futuristic City On tile 
globe. 

The British government would 
not give the Hong Kongers British 
passports. They might have wished 
to come and live in our chilly 
island. But what a chance was 
missed- We should have leased 


those energetic people the Isle of 
Wight for 99 years, in just 10 years' 
time, we would have had a mighty 
new Hong Kong off the south coast 
of England. 

BRIAN ALDISS 
Oxford 

Sin I was glad to read the letter 
from Drummond Hunter (30 
June). The fact that Hong Kong 
has been handed over to China by 
Britain and not by some other 
power is dne-io the action of one 
relatively unknown man at the end ■■ 
of the war in the Far East 

The Rev J Ernest Sand bach, a 
minister of the Methodist Church, 
went as a missionary to Hong Kong 
in 1938 and, in addition to his 
church work, he was responsible 
for the Sailors' and Soldiers' Home 
and was officiating minister for 
Services personnel. 

Following the invasion by the 
Japanese in 1941 he organised 
hospital supplies and then, with 
other civilians, was interned in the 
camp on the Stanley peninsular in 
1942. He continued his missionary 
work as far as possible in the camp 
and was appointed chairman of the 
camp committee and, as such, 
represented the internees in 
negotiations with the Japanese 
authorities, often at great personal 
risk to himself. 

Hearing of the imminent 
surrender to the Allied Forces in 
1945, he marched out of the camp 
with the Colonial Secretary and a 
Chinese coast skipper and went to 
the Japanese officer in charge and 
told hfrn be was taking over Hong 
Kong as a British colony. Very 


HQ to take over Hong Kong in the 
name of the four Allies. He 
replied, informing them that he 
had already taken over Hong Kong 
in the name of Great Britain and 
“so it has remained** he told me 
with a smile years later. He stayed 
in Hong Kong until 1960 and for 
his work there he was awarded the 
OBE on his return to England. 

1 had known his name for years 
before I met him in 1974 when 1 
came to Seise y and found be bad 
retired here. We became very good 
friends and he gave me willing 
help in my work until 1 retired in 
1987. Later I had the privilege of 
giving thanks to God for his life 
and work at his funeral in May 
1991. 

The Rev F R DOWSON 

Selsey, Chichester 


The best ways 
to treat pain 

Sir: Suzanne Moore (“Whose 
death is it anyway?”. 27 June) has 
done liule to help those of us who 
are struggling to educate the 
medical profession in the 
management of pain, never mind 
the genera] public. 

I can appreciate the agonies 
undergone by your correspondent 
haring acute low back pain and the 
lack of skills by the accident and 
emergency team in the 
management of her problem. 
However, she fails to understand 
the distinction between acute, 
chronic and malignant pain. Acute 
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low back pain is recognised as 
being a national priority in terms 
of management, because of the 
rising number of cases reported 
and unfortunately for Ms Moore 
hospital admission for analgesia is 
not recommended. The recent 
report of a muJii-discipl inary 
Clinical Standards and Advisory 
Group recommends that people 
should remain mobile ana return 
to work qujckly, so that their 
condition does not become 
chronic. 

It would appear that your 
correspondent feels that opiate 
analgesia should he administered 
at the drop of a hat even if it is not 
thought to be effective in 
managing some types of pain 
(including cancer pain). There is a 
distinct place for the use of opiate 
analgesics, however i( should be 
recognised that there are different 
types of pain and some pain 
responds better to non- 
convemionai analgesics than to 
opiates. 

Some pain will never disappear, 
despite any drugs, operations or 
nerve blocks. This pain is real and 
still requires help, but the patient 
must learn to manage their pain 
rather than seeking the magic 
cure. This may require 
psychological rather than medical 
intervention . 

I accept that pain is a very real 
problem and is probably the 
commonest cause for a patent to 
consult a doctor. However, the 
real problem is recognising the 
type of pain and prescribing the 
correct treatment - this often does 
not include opiate analgesics. 

Dr KEITH A M1UJGAN 

Clinical Director, Pain Management 

Directorate 

South Tees Acute NHS Trust 
Middlesbrough 


Late nights at 
the library 

Sir. The decline in the use of public 
libraries is not just due to them 
purchasing t«xi few hooks (“Use of 
libraries declines as cuts limit new 
books”, 30 June). Library hours in 
our own London borough. 

Camden, hare* been severely cut 
over the years. Even worse, 
opening limes are out of touch with 
current working hours and the 
spread of commuting: my own 
branch, the borough's flagship, 
normally closes at six, with one 
“late night” opening - to 7pm. 

Having “grown up" in my local 
library. 1 particularly regrei that my 
schoolboy son cannot go there after 
lea. as I used to. given how long it 
now takes even children to get 
home. On Saturdays, meanwhile, 
the desperate scramble of 
teenagers with project work 
besieging an under-staffed inquire 
desk can pul off libraiy users of 
oiherages. 

Better funding aloue might not 
help here. Many councils are 
keener on buying computer 
gadget^ for their libraries than on 
improving access for working 
residents. This is not to say they are 
unaware of the problem: when I 
phoned Camden's deputy director 
a few weeks ago, she confirmed 
that a survey of library users had 
shown great demand for longer 
opening hours. Reassured. I asked 
how the council would respond to 
these findings. 

The answer was that Camden 
would conduct another survey on 
the subject at some point in the 
future, internet facilities, on the 
other hand, are* to be introduced 
very soon ... 

EPALUS 
London NU 6 


Free for a day 

Sin Eleanor Boyle (Letters. 31* 
June) will he pleased to know that 
we at Dulwich Picture Gallery 
operate exactly the Continental 
free day system, which she 
advocates. Normally ihcGallcre- 
cosls £3 or £1 AO concession, with 
free admission for children and the 
unemployed: on Friday it is free tor 
all. England's oldest public art 
gallery receives no revenue funding 
from the state. 

We cannot live without admission 
charges: on the other hand we 
cannot countenance excluding any 
part of (he public for whom our 
founders bequeathed their 
magnificent collection back in LSI I . 
DESMOND SHAWE'TAYLOR 
Director. Dulwich Picture UttUay 
London SE21 


Uncouth in Paris 

Sir John Lichfield is astonished 
that he has not been invited into a 
French home yet (Paris Days, 2N 
June). How many French people 
has he invited into his home? This 
is not meant to be a flip remark: in 
France, that's the way round it is. It 
is the newcomer whu has to make 
the first move. 

It’s no good standing around 
waiting to be recognised: people 
will just think vou're uncouth. 
KEITH EDGE RLE Y 
Aigues-Mortes, France 


Ecstatic roulette 

Sir: George Howarih (letter, 28 
June) asserts that “Drugs destroy 
lives ... taking an Ecstasy tablet is 
like playing Russian roulette". Is 
Russian roulette actually illegal? 
VALURTONE 
Nonhill , Bedfordshire 
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Saying sorry 
is in fashion: 
from slavery in 
the US to 
famine in 
Ireland, 
Western 
leaders are 


expressing 
regret But 
how can we 
tell when they 
mean it, asks 
Andrew 
Brown 


C laude Lanzmann's 
film Shook, which 
described the Holo- 
caust in the words 
of its perpetrators 
as well as its survivors, taught 
one unforgettable lesson: how 
weak is the power of conscience 
in human faces. The camera 
closed in again and again for 
the narrative close-ups, and 
again and again the pictures 
told their stoiy independently 
of the words. Survivors of the 
camps were, for the most part, 
furtive, marked: guilty. By con- 
trast their persecutors were 
solid men, with cheeks and 
brows as smooth as cold pork 
fat 

Those who had suffered 
seemed to feel they owed the 
world an apology for surviving; 
but the butchers, the men who 
stoked the ovens or read by the 
light of lampshades made with 
human skin, had an unshakable 
self-confidence. No doubt they 
concealed their pasts when 
these were unfashionable; quite 
probably you would have found 
no more fervent anti-Nazis in 
1946. But you could not imag- 
ine those men uttering any 
apology that meant more than 
“I am sincerely sorry that we 
lost, and l regret from the bot- 
tom of my heart that I was 
caught." 

However, there is another 
form of apology - a sincere ges- 
ture made from a position of 
power. Such actions are 
extremely rare, but they haunt 
the various discussions this vear 
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Guilty memories (clockwise from top left): the German invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1938; the 
Irish potato famine of 1846-48; the slave trade, which ended in America 132 years ago; the 
Catholics burning the Protestant John Rogers in 1555 Hiiton Getty; Mary Evans Picture Library 


version of an apology: an 
expression of regret without ^ * 
an acknowledgement of resp- “ 
(visibility- He was very sorry tbe 
potato famine happened. This 
is not really a controversial 
position. Even at the time, few * 
Englishmen rejoiced in the . 
famine. They just believed, mis- - 
takcnly, that they could do as 1 
Utile about it as Blair can now. 



T he real interest of Blair’s -! 
apology for the potato 
famine is the Unionist . 
reaction; that once the British 
or Protestant side starts to ' 
apologise for the death of 
Catholics, it is difficult to draw ' 
the line. Why not apologise for 
CromweU? Or far Henry. II. ! 
who first sent knights into the 
Pale? Worse yet, the regret 
over the potato famine seems . 
to suggest that the Govern- . 
meat might apologise for ' 
Bloody Sunday, when 13 riot- . 
ers were shot in Londonderry , 
in 1972. Such a gesture would . 
be upsetting precisely because 
no one would believe it was a • 


irl 


sincere apology from a position 
of strength. It would be taken 
as insincere, and revealing a 
position of weakness. You can- 
not expect the IRA to recognise 
sincerity in anyone disc’s apol- 
ogy when they themselves have 
produced the most transpar- 


nirJt 


nur 


ently unregrctful expressions of 
regret in history. Hatred and 


anger turn out to be nearly as 
hard to decommission as guns 


- and just as easy to store until 
thify are needed again. U may 
be impossible to bring a wax to 
an end without realising that 
both sides have much to apol- 
ogise for, but acting on that 
realisation is impossible while 
the war persists. It’s a logjam. 

Nowhere is the log am worse 
than in the United States, 
where there arc serious de- 
mands for an apology for slav- 
ery. What makes this particu- 
larly difficult is that the US is 
such a Christian country, where 


Apologising for history 


about who should or should not 
apologise for what. 

Mike Tyson's expression of 
insincere regret to absolutely 
everyone in tbe universe is only 
the most recent demonstration 


that 1997 is going to be the year 
of the apology. After the Sec- 


of the apology. After the Sec- 
ond World War. the rule was 
clear, only the losers had to 
apologise, but they had to apol- 
ogise for everything. Now, how- 
ever. there seems to be no gov- 
ernment safe from the demand. 

This year alone, the Czech 
government has apologised to 
Germany for throwing out the 
Sudeten Germans after the 
Second World Win and the 
German government has once 
more apologised to the Czechs 


for invading them in 1938. The 
American government has 
apologised to blacks who were 
used in medical experiments. 
Tony Blair has almost apolo- 
gised for the potato famine. The 
ecumenical body Churches 
Together in England has apol- 
ogised for slavery, racism, the 
Crusades, Catholics burning 
Protestants, Protestants disem- 
bowelling Catholics, and most 
of the rest of life's rich tapestry. 

Only the Australian Prime 
Minister, John Howard, has 
bucked this trend: he refused 
demands to apologise for the 
removal from their families, 
earlier this century, of up to 
100.000 Aborigine children 
who were sent to missions of 




foster homes, or used as slave 
labour. To apologise, he ex- 
plains, would open the govern- 
ment up to claims for compen- 
sation. and then where would it 
be? ‘'Australians of this gener- 
ation should not be required to 
accept guilt and blame for past 
actions and policies over which 
they had no control" he said. 
This sounds perfectly reason- 
able, until you reverse the 
image. Does he get up on 
Anzac day and claim that Aus- 
tralians of the present genera- 
tion should not claim credit for 
the bravery and self-sacrifice of 
their ancestors, over which they 
also had no control? Of course 
he does not. We all know that 
there is an organic connection 
between our forbears’ virtues 
and our own. It is only their 
vices which they mysteriously 
fab to transmit. 

This suggests a principle for 
dealing with the question of 
how far back an apology should 
travel, for there are quite 
clearly crimes of our ancestors 
for which we are not respons- 
ible and for which it would be 
pointless to apologise in any 
sense. TVvo examples from the 
remote fastnesses of north 
Essex illustrate this. In the 
museum in Saffron Walden are 
preserved a couple of inches 
of chamois-leather-coloured 
human skin, which were re- 


moved from a Viking and 
nailed to the church door as a 
message to other raiders. 1 do 
not feel any urge to apologise 
for this to the Danes at the lan- 
guage school up the road. I 
don't even want them to apol- 
ogise for King Canute. But 
none of the parties involved 
feel they are descended in any 
important sense from the war- 
riors a thousand years ago; in 
fact we all probably descend 
from both sides and have inher- 
ited expertise in war crimes 
from both sides of the family. 


T here is another war 
memorial in tbe town, 
(his time to the American 
airmen based in these parts 


hardly ever guilty of anything 
worse than sanctimoniousness. 
There is a certain sortof Chris- 
tian who is constantly propos- 
ing to apologise for everything 
that has happened since St Paul 
had a ship wrecked under him, 
to the great distress of his 
fellow-passengers. But, as a 
general rule, Christians don’t 
count when they apologise, 
because they have no power. 

Mind you, Christians ought 
to have some rights over the 
apology, because they seem to 
have invented it. At least, they 
seem to have invented the sort 
of apology that is more than a 
straight tribute from the weaker 
to the stronger. The first pub- 
lic apologies seem to have been 


who died bombing Germany in. performed by penitent Chris- 


the Second World War. We are 
meant to be inspired by their 
bravery, and in some sense to 
have inherited it; and I like to 
believe that we may have done. 
But by the same token we are 


impbeated in their killing of 
civilians, women and children. 


civilians, women and children. 
If we are to raise statues to the 
men of Bomber Command, 
perhaps we should also apolo- 
gise to their innocent victims. 

It is not just time which can 
make apologies ludicrous. 
There is no point in apologis- 
ing if you have no power. The 
thin g about liberal guilt is that 
the liberals who feel it are 


dans in North Africa in the sec- 
ond century. As well as the con- 
fession of sins, this involved 
prolonged prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving, until the bishop 
decided you had suffered 
enough. After that you were 
readmitted to the congregation, 
on condition of life-long 
celibacy. Christians soon began 
postponing any apology for 
their sins until their deathbeds, 
when life-long celibacy did not 
seem such a deprivation; and 
the church bad to invent gentler 
forms of penance. 

You can see the seed of the 
modern kind of apology in the 


Middle Ages, when kings found 
themselves having to do pen- 
ance for such bursts of exuber- 
ance as having archbishops 
murdered. Standing in the snow 
for three days, barefoot, wh3e 
the Pope decided whether to 
see you, or shuffling round a 
stony cloister till your knees 
bled, were acknowledgements 
of both weakness and wrong- 
doing. No long would do such 
things unless he felt he had no 
alternative. But a king who did 
them was admitting that he 
had sinned, as well as that the 
Church bad, for tbe moment, 
the upper hand. 

The nearest modem equiv- 
alent to that sort of penance is 
the “I'm sorry the newspapers 
caught me”, most recently dis- 
played by Princess Diana after 
she took her sons to the cinema 
to watch (illegally) a film glo- 
rifying the exploits of the IRA, 
which has devoted so much 
time and effort to trying to mur- 
der her in-laws. But such trans- 
parently hypocritical displays 
can be made only to excuse 
individual wrong-doing. Whole 
nations cannot apologise on 
those terms. 

Perhaps Mr Blair feels that 
the real tragedy of the potato 
famine is that the Irish keep 
going on about it, but he could 
not frame his apology in those 
terms. In fact, he used the third 
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the tradition of public repent- 
ance is w ell established: and tbe 


ance is well established; and the , 
civil rights movement grew out 
of the church. So there arc a lot 
of potential recipients of the , 
apology who feel it could be a 
moment of grace. Here, for 
example, is Donna Britt, writ- 
ing in The Washington Post. 
“An apology is less a choice 
than a decision. Deciding to 
apologise -even for something , 
as monumental and as devoid , 
of living perpetrators as slavery . 
-can be powerful even mirac- • 
uloos. Luce true forgiveness, a : 
heartfelt apology transcends - 
politics and practicality. It is > 
spiritual.” 

But where some see an occa- ( 
sion of grace, others see an 
occasion of money; for if an . 
apology comes, can reparations ; 
be far behind? Ten years ago, a - 
black politician proposed a 
commission of reparation for 
slavery - an institution that . 
ended 132 years ago - which 
would decide what was owed to 
blacks for the crimes commit- i 
ted against their ancestors, and ^ 
passed on down. It i$ difficult - 
to imagine anything that would ... . 
do more to perpetuate the fears . 
and hatreds that an apology can 
sometimes blow away. But if it’s " 
to do that, we have to be veiy 
dear that the only apologies 
worth having are those that are 
freely given. 
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And news just in from Hong Kong 


Jfeder t] 


E very time you switched 
on your radio or TV. it 
was there. Morning, 
noon and nJgbL The latest 
state of play. The latest stale 
of rain. The experts pulled in 
to forecast the next round. 
The commentators gathered 
round to give their verdict. 
The ex-champions consulted 
for their view of today’s 
tactics. 

No, not Wimbledon. 

It’s Hong Kong I’m talking 
abouL 

Every time I switched on 
my radio on the long drive 
north to Welshpool the other 
day, all I got was the droning 
of people who had been 
flown out to Hong Kong to 
tell us that in a few hours it 
would be handed over to the 
Chinese and that a few hours 
after that they would all be 


flying back again. 

I think we all kr 


1 think we all knew that. 

You would have had to be 
blind, deaf, dumb or sitting 
in the New Mexico desert 
celebrating the non-existence 
of UFOs not to be aware of 
the fact that we were giving 
Hong Kong bade to the 
Chinese, and even then you 
would have had fairly good 
prior warning of the "fact. 

We have in fact known for 
more than 100 years that 


Hong Kong was going to be 
given back to tbe Chinese in 
the middle of 1997. This was 
the best signposted, most 
heralded event of the 20th 
century, the one containing 
the least surprise value and 
the least news value. 

And yet every time you 
switched on your radio and 
TV, as I seem to have said 
before, there it was. The 
grand dosing-down, the 
great handover, the British 
bands and the Chinese 
fireworks. The last bit of the 
British Empire (apart from 
Bermuda. Anguilla, 
Gibraltar and all the other 
bits we still have) to be given 
back to the rightful owners. 
A moment to make you stop 
and think; “I wonder what’s 
on the other side?" 

So why had all the 
journalists flocked out to 
Hong Kong to tell us what 
we knew already? 

Why did Fergai Keane 
wander down to the Hong 
Kong graveyard where so 
many British soldiers were 
buried and go into Fergal- 
Keane-elegiac mode? 

Why did John Simpson 
put on his lightweight 
tropical gear and fly out to 
go into ms well-what- 
happens-next? mode? 



who also turned up for the 
freebie? 


A reader writes: Come off it. 


Mr Kington, you’re just jealous 
that vou weren ‘t invited! 


Miles 

Kington 


Why were we given 
endless speculation on 
whether Geoffrey Howi 


whether Geoffrey Howe 
would or would not attend 
the Chinese knees-up? Why 
was there endless coverage 
of Ted Heath getting off the 
plane in Hong Kong, when 
we all know that any event to 
which Ted Heath turns up is 
likely to turn out to be a non- 
event? 

Whs it because nothing 
else was happening in the 
world? 

Was it in order to give a 
lot of journalists a jolly nice 
free trip to one of the best 
shopping areas in the world, 
not to mention John Bin, 


that you Keren 't invited! 

You ’re green with envy at the 
sight of all these reporters 
getting wined and dined and 
being given a last opportunity 
to buy cheap shirts and 
cameras! So now you ’re 
turning nasty and pretending 
it’s alia lot of hokum! 

Mr Kington writes: No, sir 
- you’re wrong. All in all I’d 
rather be back in Britain, and 
I am not sorry to be up here 
in Welshpool, which in its 
own way is a bit like Hong 
Kong, being on the borders 
of two great nations, Wales 
and England, and which has 
one great advantage over 
Hong Kong, being 
completely free of the 
international press circus. 1 
suppose I could have been 
out and about early today 
asking the inhabitants of 
Welshpool if they wanted to 
be given back to the Welsh, 
or indeed to the En glis h, but 
exposure to the Hong Kong 
circus has cured me of that 
sort of journalism. By “that 
sort”, I mean the kind of 
journalism today that is more 
inclined to speculation than 
to reporting. Speculation is 


easy, reporting is hard. It is 
far easier to say what may 
happen after C h i n a takes 
over Hong Kong than to find 
out what is a ct ua l ly 
happening. The Tbiy party 
leadership struggle got more 
coverage Wore it happened 
than after, as do almost all 
events, from a British Lions 
match (“We go over now to 
the British Lions camp to 
find out how morale is 




before tbe big match") to the 
Northern Ireland peace 


Northern Ireland peace 
process, which indeed is 


process, which indeed is 
unique in being all 
speculation and no actuality. 
Or was the real reason that 
the Hong Kong handover 
was reported so widely 
simply that the media were 
handed all the pictures on a 
plate, and had only to fill in a 
few footnotes? 

Meanwhile, here in 
Welshpool there is a big story 
which has gone unreported, 
and that is that one of die 
largest stores in town i$ 
called Major’s, and that the 
week after the election it put 
up a notice saying “Closing 
Down Sale". 1 would have 
recommended putting a 
reporter on to it, except that 
they’re all in Hong Kong.. 

Miles Kington, Welshpool 
News at Ten. 
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Future generations 

will be the best 

judge of the Budget 
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we will all be 

f I making those little per- 
I -A. fional calculations about 
the Budget - how much more 
wcwul be paying for petrol 0r 
booze, whether we gain or lose 
from the income tax changes. 
Tomorrow the papers wil] be fall 
of macro-economic calculations 
- what are the implications for 
interest rates and economic 
growth, for government bor- 
rowing. or for future public 

spending: But before all that hits 

us, let’s just think about some 
other tests that might be 
applied, tests of thing*; vastly 
fan the price 
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more important than me price 
of a bottle of ■ whisky or the 
future profile of the PSBR. 

’Ey these three; the implica- 
tions of the Budget for Bmafa’s 
w role in the world economy; for 
the environment; and for fair- 
ness between different genera- 
tions. For government financial 
policies should not be framed 
just to try to satisfy existing 
voters. There is a wider con- 
stituency which does not vote in 
British elections, but which has 
a profound interest in what our 
government does: the countries 
with whom we trade and have 
■investment links; the creatures 
and plants on our island and 
beyond; and our c hildr en, our 
children's children and the gen- 
erations of the unborn. 

The importance of the first of 
these, in particular the people in 
countries that have investments 
here and in which we ourselves 

i bave investments, is recognised 
by Cordon Brown. He would 
argue that in a global economy 
the job of government is to 
think globally, rather than 
nationally, when fr aming a bud- 
get. We live in a world of gigan- 
tic capital flows, in which money and the know- 
how behind that money will flow anywhere in 
the globe. His view is that what these inter- 
national investors want most of all is stability, 
so the first job of government is to provide that 
Getting relations right with the international 
investment community is particularly important 
for the UK. Most people know that we have 
been very successful at attracting foreign 


Hamish 

McRae 
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less widely appreciated that tire stock of invest-' 
ments.we own abroad is even larger than the' 
foreign-owned stock here. As a result wc have 
a large net income from investments -the sec- 
ond largest in fact, after Japan, in the world. 
We seem to have a comparative advantage in 
the craft of managing international investments. 

So the test for the Chancellor today is not 
just the narrow one of whether his measures 
are approved by the world’s financial markets 
or the multinational corporations. It is the 
broader test of whether they are in tune with 
a world in which capital and people can move 
much more freely than ever before in human 
history. The ample question is whether we con- 
tinue to attract foreign capital and any fall-off 
in the inflow would certainly be cause for con- 
cern. The more subtle one is whether the Bud- 
get recognises that globalisation takes many 
forms, including attracting foreign nationals to 
base themselves in Britain. One particular con- 
cern is whether our tax laws, currently 
favourable towards resident non-nationals, 
may be skewed too far against them. 

Now the implications of the Budget towards 
the environment. Tax and spending changes 
have, over a generation or so, a n enorm ous 
impact on the environment The transformation 
of the British countrvside, from the wheat fields 
of East Anglia to the Sitka spruce plantations 
of Scotland, have been driven by tax breaks. 


Government-inspired change 
in turn affect wildlife; not just 
the creatures who five here, but 
the birds that viat our shores and 
the fish that swim in our 
Some recent changes (for ex. 
ample, the switch from coal to 
gas in generating power) have 
great envi ronmental ari wantayy 
Britain looks tike being one of a 
tiny handful of countries that will 
be producing Jess carbon di- 
oxide emissions in the year 2000 
than they were in 1990. Virtually 
all tiie “environmentally cor- 
rect" countries have worse 
records on tins most vital issue. 

But there is much more we 
can and should do, and this 
means some tou gh rhn irre vot- 
ers and pressure groups con- 
cern themselves with a few 
issues and can be 
ied relatively easily. But 
there are fewer votes in mea- 
sures that will hurt people now 
but limit dinia tif change in 30 
years’ time. Taxing company 
cars and parking places ox 
switching some money into, say, 
better bicycle ways or public 
transport has much less impact 
than pricing all energy properly. 
The Chancellor sets off on the 
wrong foot here with the cut in 
VAT on home fueL The iffy test 
is whether the Budget’s impact 
on the e n v ir o nm ents tokenism, 
or whether it is prepared to 
upset people now in order to 
improve environmental con- 
ditions far into the future. 

This leads to the third tea: will 
public finance take into account 
the interests not just of present 
voters, but of future ones? Left 
to thexnselvESi, human beingp can 
be astonishingly far-sighted. Our 
public parks were planned and 
paid for by people who would 
never live to see them in their fiiD glory. One of 
the most powerfiiJ human drives seems to be the 
desire of parents oot just to bring up and sup- 
port chfldren through their education, but also 
to leave something to them when they die. 

Public finance, alas, does not work like that, 
for governments all over the world have built 
up enormous debts that will have to be 
redeemedjn hij 
the unborn. In 
lem 

unfunded pension liabilities, which wfl] have 
to be paid by a smaller group of workers; but 
even in the UK we should be paying back 
national debt now, while we can afford to do 
so, as weflas encouraging people to save more. 

So there is a third test are we run n in g our 
finances in a way that is fair to future citizens? 
There is a string of specific questions here. For 
example, we need to test government finan cia l 
polity cm education: are we investing enough 
m our children, and rtgwumding High en 1 
standards from them? Does tax policy 
cement the family unit? Does it 
save? Are the big taxation and 
des resulting in unsustainable national debts? 

None of this is easy; none of this is imme- 
diate. It is difficult to become overly worried 
about the interests of a Japanese multinational, 
a migrant bird, or a child who will not be born 
for another five years. And so I am afraid that 
you will not see these big questions tackled in 
much depth tomorrow in that fog of war which 
will follow what is certainly a very important 
political event But if the financial policies of 
this government are to matter at ail a gener- 
ation from now, they wffi matter because of 
their sensitivity to big Issues such as global- 
isation, tiie environment and iniergenera- 
tional fairness - and not because of what they 
do to the price of a bottle of booze. 


There is a 
wider 

constituency 
which does 
not vote: 
our trading 
partners, 
our flora 
and fauna, 
and our 
children’s 
children 


The televised debate 
that never was 



A leadership del 

has long been the 
holy grail! of British 
broadcasters. Even 
in the context of a 

modern campaign covered by 
hour after hour of election pro- 
gramming on TV and radio, this 
would have been the big one - 
the programme all the broad- 
casters were convinced would 
be special enough to attract the 
parts of the electorate other 
political programmes couldn’t 
reach and to deliver a mass 
audience. It could have been 
the television event of the year 
and possibly the defining point 
of the campaign. 

Wb considered that mount- 
ing such a debate lay at the 
heart of the BBC’s public ser- 
vice remit and that hcence-pay- 
ers would legitimately expect 
such a crudaf national event to 
be broadcast by us on both 
television and radio. It was a 
strong card. But not strong 
enough. Some of the comment 
following the collapse of the 
talks assumed that the decision 
was in the broadcasters’ hands. 
It wasn’t. In this game the 
politicians held all the aces. 
This was the one programme 
which by definition coaid not 
gpt on screen unless all the par- 
ties agreed not only to take 
part, but to take part on the 
same terms. 

The BBC first wrote to John 
Major, Tbny Blair and Paddy 
Ashdown just before Christ- 
mas, and we started talking 
informally to their representa- 
tives in January. Rom the start 
the then government wanted a 
prime ministerial debate - a 
head-to-head with Tony Blair. 
For us this was never a starter. 
We had to be perceived by the 
audience to be fair. And that 
meant including the third UK 
parly in a meaningful way and 
malting appropriate arrange- 
ments for the SNP and Plaid 
Cymru. We bad strong legal 
advice that the Liberal Democ- 
rats would challenge such a 
proposal in court and win. But 
for the BBC being fair meant 
more than just avoiding legal 
challenge in the courts. 

Initial contacts were not 
promising. The Conservative 
Party told us that they would not 
be talking to the broadcasters 
until a decision bad been made 
in principle by the then prime 
minister. John Major was not 
interested in a format that 
included Paddy Ashdown. 
Labour was happy to engage in 
discussions, but wasn't opti- 
mistic about it taking off. If it 
happened at all, Labour wanted 
a negotiated framework well in 
advance. The Liberal Democ- 
rats made it dear that they had 
every intention of carrying out 
their threat of a legal challenge 
to any debate which exduded 
them. 

In March, voices in the Con- 
servative camp in favour of the 
debate became more audible, 
and the weekend before the 
election was declared we set to 
work on the first of many for- 
mats to put to the parties. Sun- 
day 16 March marked the 



Despite all the wrangling ultimately the parties lacked enthusiasm. 
It is in the public interest for the politicians and broadcasters to get 
it right next time, argue Tony Hall and Anne Sloman 


beginning of an intense, exhil- 
arating but ultimately frustrat- 
ing two weeks of negotiation. 
We learnt all the routes to 
avoid the worst traffic jams 
between Conservative Central 
Office, where Michael Dobbs 
was handling the talks for John 
Major, King’s Bench Walk, 
where Lord Irvine, who nego- 
tiated for Labour, had his 
chambers, and the Westminster 
base of Lord Holme, the Lib- 
eral Democrats’ campaign 
manager. By the evening of 
Wednesday 26 April we had 
come very dose to an agree- 
ment, but on the following day 
it collapsed. 

What went wrong? All along 
the parties had had a very dif- 
ferent view about^ what a debate 
or debates should consist oL 
They did make concessions to 
each other. The Conservatives, 
not wanting to submit Mr 
Major to an undignified bear- 
garden, had initially been veiy 
waxy of any audience partid- 
pation at alL Labour, judging 
that Tbny Blair would perform 
at his best with an audience, 
wanted most of the debate to 
involve, not just be in front of. 
an audience. The parties dis- 
agreed about the length and 
about whether there should be 
one debate or two. Our nego- 
tiations narrowed the gap con- 
siderably on all these points. 
But the centra] stumbling block 
- the role of Paddy Ashdown - 
remained, and as Labour would 
not be party to anything which 
might be subject to a legal 


challenge, the Liberal Democ- 
rats held the key. 

Lord Holme was determined 
to ensure that Paddy Ashdown 
was not “confined to a corner” 
of the programme. Michael 
Dobbs was equally determined 
that John Major should have the 
maximum opportunity to take 
on Tony Blair bead to head, with 
as little three-party interaction 
as possible. As minutes here and 
there in the format were traded. 
Labour lost patience and said it 
wanted it sorted out one way or 
the other before the Easter 
break, and set a deadline of 5pm 
on Thursday 27ih. Michael 
Dobbs decided that meant, in 
effect, that the negotiations 
were over and having been at 
the centre of the action for the 
previous two weeks, we stood by 
helplessly watching the Pres 
Association reports come up on 
the screen as the parties started 
to brief the press with their 
own versions as to why. 

Could the debate talks have 
had a successful outcome? If 
the parties had met round a~ 
table months, even years in 
advance, as they do in the US, 
would an agreed format have 
emerged? If the broadcasters 
had acted together, instead of 
in competition with each other, 
would that have made a differ- 
ence? These are questions we 
have been asked many times 
since the election and. indeed, 
have asked ourselves. But they 

presuppose that the politicians 
really wanted a debate, and 
shared the broadcasters* enthu- 


siasm to make it the centre- 
piece of the election campaign. 
But there is little evidence that 
they did. 

Elections are the point in the 
political cycle when politicians 
are least likely to be high- 
minded about engaging in 
debate for debate’s sake, or 
making (sensible) negotiated 
concessions to their opponents. 
Politicians fight elections to 
win. If they’re in government, 
why offer opportunities 10 the 
challenger? After all. many 
incumbent MPs see no advan- 
tage in taking pan in broadcast 
constituency debates to which, 
under the provisions of the 
Representation of the People 
Act. all candidates must be 
invited to participate. 

In the UK. party managers 
see only a high-risk strategy 
when they think of public, tele- 
vised debates between leaders. 
To them, such an event, or 
events, over which they have 
limited control and which will 
dominate press and broadcast 
coverage for days before and 
after, is more threat than 
opportunity. 


But elsewhere, in the US for 
example, leadership debates 
are widely seen as playing a 
significant part in helping vot- 
ers to make their choices. 
Politiciaas. broadcasters and 
audiences have embraced 
them in a variety of formats 
and locations. 

Similarly, wc believed - and 
still do - that such debates are 
very much in the public inter- 
est.’ In 1997 the parties didn’t 
agree. None of them wanted it 
enough to make il happen. 
And so it didn’t. But wc urge 
them to reconsider now. while 
there is time for calm reflection 
and negotiation and when the 
balance of party advantage may 
be less obvious. 

If wc can find a way through, 
we believe the public will be bet- 
ter informed and our pojitical 
system strengthened, we invite 
the parties to find a wav forward 
with us - we owe il to our audi- 
ence - but there must be a gen- 
uine conviction on all sides. 

Tbny Hall is chief execiahy. BBC 
News. Anne Sloman is chief 
political adviser to the BBC. 


Under the Dome: a serious proposal 
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on a oval slab of pol- 

luted mud, surrounded by 
fcjthe viscous, colourless 
smear of post-industrial East 

- London, a Dome shall arise. 
i‘ We are not talking Xanadu 

here; the grey and turbid 
Thames runs by it. not the 
sacred Alph. Bui, though Tony 
: ' Blair is no Kubla Khan, there 
is- vision here, and boldness. 

1. ■ The Dome is surrounded by 
circles of doublers. fro*n 
labour MPS to companies- Th e 
appointment of Peter Mandel- 
son. who has the power, energy 
and motive to make it a success, 
fans been greeted with behind- 
?Snd snickering from other 
- ministers. But if Blair had 
funked this, the whole millen- 
aium project would have 
ground to a halt; and a rare 
opportunity to do something 
optimistic and unexpected 
, . - *onkl have been squandered. 

Yet the biggest question 
remains unanswered We 
about the site of this Dome, the 
architecture, the planning, the 

- - politics. We know something, al 

least, about the funding. The 
impresario. Sir Cameron Mac- 
intosh. has been chosen. The 
■ directors are in place. The 
middle class are quite pre- 
. ; ii pared. The only thing is . - - what 
,,v jMo go inside it? What is this 
Jfereat Something to be about? 

' • ' Previous grand events have 

; had clear enough themes. The 
festival of Britain, led by 
-Mr Mandcison’s grandfather 
. ■' ; Herbert Morrison, was a 


moment of rebirth after the 
devastation and grimness of 
war. The Great Exhibition of 
1851 was a triumphal celebra- 
tion of mankind’s ingenuity as 
the Industrial Revolution 
roared at foil power. Yet m 
some ways the millennium is 
more resonant than either. 

One can imagine, all too 
easily, how we could blow it. A 
“ heritage ” show would blow it. 
The easy, officiaJ-mind view of 
what the Dome should hold 
will instantly conjure up a dry- 
iced historical British pageant, 
with lasers and fake beans, 
booming music and plastic 
galleons, Good Queens and 
stovepipe-hatted Victorians, 
telling the story of these islands 

from the year 1000 onwards - 

Arthur Bryant meets Andrew 

Uayd Webber. . 

Why would that be such a 

terrible thing? The first answer 

is that this should be a global 


leisured culture, should not be 
patronising “fun” or entertain- 
ment-pap. People can go to lots 
of places for mat 

If this is to be different it 
has to draw us to Greenwich 
because the Dome poses and 
tries to answer big questions 
about humanity - our future, 
our current behaviour, our 
wars, our con- 
sumption, our 
relationship 
with the rest of 
the biomass. It 
needs to have a 
hard core of 
serious intent, 
however it is 
presented. 

It needs to be 
a stock-taking 
and thought- 
provoking place 
where we can 
look at our- 
selves in a mir- 
ror and then 



Andrew Marr 


would centre on the environ- 
ment Far from turning people 
off that would attract them: the 
time is right. We are citizens, 
not simply consumers. Climate 
ze - “whether” for some 
x le, “how much, and when” 
most of us - is flie biggest 
news stoxy of our time. From 
the English wondering what it 
means for the 
river-diverting 
farmers of 
Essex and Kent 
(and their 
chalk streams 
with the fat 
trout, dow gur- 
gling down 
thirsty bore- 
holes) to the 
flooded North- 
ern Italians and 
the desertified 
Africans. 

We worry 
about the hill- 
side-carving 


IS tnai a«w“ lu 7 — 

" a FSss SfSSasas 


overseas . 

citv a ' mosaic of — . 

peoples, the world’s bigg«s l 
crossing point for aiding tele- 
Said the world's largest 
Centre for cross-border shares. 
The whole point of Greenwich 
is that it is a world tmie-centre- 
The second answer, ofanousfy, 
is that this must be more 

forward-looking than back- 

W *BUT°thc ^hird and most 
imoortant answer is: senous- 

first emphasis,™ 

fa our short attennon-span. 


fa a tiny „ — 

Dome can be and must be a 
lace which spurs debate on the 
uture of housing, of nationaJ- 


ened newts, bats and bitterns. 

All of us breathe. Most of us 
drive. And as the brown haze 

!Tto i oS^rSdftriLter- curdles over the great cities, 

^ of space: and almost every family shops 

Sfe Mfitira offoS tiweco- by «*■« “ skwfymovmg 

the politics o . the metal convoys, we all know we 

XST SrT^W diis. W: all 

dlP /S ^S£i»hly, that knew that another gffleranoB 

"’S.&i. of growing car use like the last 


two generations will seize up 
the last freely moving roads and 
make the cities unbearable. 

We know that our farming 
has been too intensive, both for 
human health and the balance 
of the countryside. We know 
that an ocean economy which 
offers supermarket shoppers 
flash-frozen exotic fish, air- 
freighted by jumbo from the 
Indian Ocean, but which has 
little left to offer from the 
destroyed breeding-grounds 
around our coastline, is a short- 
term fishing economy. 

We know all this. So let us, 
as one millennium ends and 
another begins, talk about it. 
There are plenty of energetic 
technologica] responses, as well 
as political ones, to be exhib- 
ited. An environmental cam- 
paigner, Peter Stone, has sug- 

f ested using a ground- 
reafcmg, if provocative, report 
to the Qub of Rome, factor 
Four. Doubling Wealth, Halving 
Resource Use, by Amoiy Levins, 
as a text for Greenwich. 

The book discusses the new 
forms of energy efficiency, 
building, transport and trading 
that are likely to be necessary 
in the century ahead. Such 
seriousness may send a shiver 
down the spines of some politi- 
cians and business executives. 
But great events need great 
purposes. And this may be the 
modem equivalent 10 the 
industrial enthusiasm of 1S51 
or the consumer enthusiasm of 
the Festival a century later. 
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Certainly, it is far likelier to 
attract big outside agencies 
and companies, from ihe more 
far-sighted o3 companies to the 
World Bank. Il would make 
Greenwich a real global centre 
- impossible to Ignore, difficult 
to deride. Id a letter to 
Mr Mandelson, Mr Stone 
argues: “Is it not more relevant 
to the next millennium than 
just a good old national knees- 
up ... Let Britain, which has 
done so much to create the 
modem world, take the golden 
opportunity of the first high 
noon of the new millennium to 
invite the world to take 
stock ...” 

I couldn't agree more. There 
is real vision, a generous- 
minded intellectual response to 
the decision to go ahead with 
the Dome as a structure. Yes, 
there should be fun and enter- 
tainment too. Yes, il needs to 
be slide and professional. But 
this thing will work if it catches 
the imagination of millions. 
The only way to do that is to 
treat them seriously. 

If it docs that - and the 
early signals in Whitehall are 
that Mr Mandelson and his 
team see the challenge very 
dearly - then the Dome will be 
a great success. But if it is 
designed purely as a pleasure 
dome, or a trade fair, it will be 
a turkey: and all the dry ice, 
amplification systems and laser 
shows in the world won’t save 
it. Fun is fun; but life is more 
interesting still. 
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Amersham merger 
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creates world leader 


Sameena Ahmad 


Amersham International is 
merging with Nycomed of 
Norway to create the world's 
leading supplier of diagnostic 
imaging agents, which have a 
diverse range of medical uses 
from X-rays to scanners. The 
deal comes just three weeks 
after Amersham, the first 
company to be privatised by 
Margaret Thatcher in 1982, an- 
nounced the merger of its life 
sciences division with that of 
Swiss drugs group. Pharmacia 
&. Upjohn. 

The new company, Nycomed 
Amersham, which at yester- 
day's share prices is valued at 
over £2bn, will have combined 
sales of £l-5bn and operating 
profits of £244m. of which £90m 
is accounted for by Amersham. 
The all-paper deal takes the 
form of an offer for Nycomed 
by higher rated Amersham - 
which will leave Amers ham 
shareholders with 47 per cent of 
the combined group. 

Though shares in both Amer- 
sham and Nycomed gained 
strongly in early trading, con- 
cerns that annual cost savings 
will be eroded by fierce com- 
petition in Nycomed’s core US 
X-ray imaging market and un- 
certainty over renewal of two 
key contracts tempered Amer- 
sham's initial 255p hike. Amer- 
sbam's shares closed 87.5p 
higher at £16.S2p while Ny- 
comed's shares climbed 23 per 
cent to 152o kronas. 

Bill Castell. Amersham's 
chief executive who becomes 
chief executive of the new 
group, said Nycomed added 
potentially exciting areas of 
MRI and Ultrasound imaging 
to its own world-leading posi- 
tion in the radioactive sector. 


“We now have the clout to 
offer radiological departments 
an entire range of products," be 
added. Trond Jacobsen, a 
director of Nycomed, estimated 
that the market for Ultrasound 
imaging agents could be worth 
£lbn by 2001. “There is a won- 
derful base of equipment which 
can use our agents. Most doc- 
tors already have ultrasound 
machines.” 

The new group will have 30 
per cent of the £3bn world 
imaging market, leading Bracco 
(half-owned by Germany’s 
Merck) with 21 per cent, the 
US’s Mallinckrodt with 15 per 
cent and Germany's Schering 
with 14 per cent. 


Mr ‘ Castell said that 
Nycomed’s investments in 
Shanghai and Latin America po- 
sitioned the enlarged company 
in new and fist growing markets. 
Merging administration, sales 
and marketing and the loss of 
around 300 jobs, including 
around 100 from the UK, from 
a combined workforce of 1 1,600 
offered scope to save at least 
£40m a year to 2000. with half 
realised by December next year. 
Amersham. whkh is changing its 
year end from March to De- 
cember, will moke a £50m ex- 
ceptional provision in its next 
nine month figures and is also 
paying a special dividend to 
Nycomed shareholders. 


Huntingdon shares 
dive on fewer orders 


Analysts agreed that the deal 
made strategic sense and would 
be earnings enhancing, though 
numbers were complicated by 
the change in year end, £80m 
cost savings from restructuring 
at Nycomed following last year’s 
profits warning and the inclu- 
sion of the Pharmacia business. 

Nigel Barnes, pharmaceutical 
analyst at Merrill Lynch, said: 
“This makes an enormous 
amount of sense given boLh 
companies are in the imaging 
markets. There are synergies 
too though act great overlap 
since the new group will be in 
four different imaging mar- 
kets." James DodweU at BZW 
expects the merger to add 
around 85p to earnings and is 


looking for 105p earnings and 
lfor 


The share price of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences, the controversial 
group which tests drugs oo 
animate, dived by 15 percent to 
555p after the company warned 
that disappointing new orders 
would leave profits for the year 
to December “substantially 
below” last year's £9. 4m. writes 
Sameena Ahmad. 

Christopher Ciiffe, chief ex- 
ecutive, said that recent alle- 
gations from animal rights 
groups which had led to crim- 
inal proceedings against several 
employees and a Home Office 
investigation into the group's 
working practices bad proved 
seriously disruptive: “Consid- 
erable management effort has 
been devoted to keeping clients 
informed and to retaining 
clients* confidence.” he said. 

Glaxo Welcome and Zeneca 


have recently stopped awarding 
new drug testing contracts to 
Huntingdon pending an inves- 
tigation into a distmhmg TV doo- 
mnentary which showed scenes 
of cruelty to animals at its Cam- 
bridgeshire laboratory Smith- 
EJine Beecham and Zeneca are 
awaiting the Home Office report. 

Shares in the company fell 
from 12 lp following the pro- 
gramme. Huntingdon said yes- 
terday that recent monthly new 
orders or £m-£5m were below 
expectations and that market- 
ing programmes to increase 
new orders had been “negative}}’ 
impacted by the allegations”. 

Mr Ciiffe said Huntingdon 
would incur a small loss in the 

first half after providin g £1m for 
additional costs relating to al- 
legations. He expected the 
group to return to profit in 1997. 


pre-tax profits of £240m for the 
year to December 1998. 

However, several analysts 
said privately that competition 
in Nycomed’s mature X-ray 
imaging business - over 80 per 
cent of its £154m profits last 
year - could erode cost savings. 
Following its blocked merger 
with generic drug group Ivax last 
year, Nycomed Tost share to ri- 
vals who were discounting 
prices by up to 60 per cent. 

Though Mr Jacobsen said 
that the discounting is levelling 
off. the key lest will be whether, 
or on what terms, two of Ny- 
comed's US contracts worth 15 
per cent of Nycomed’s sales arc 
renewed. 

There were also concerns 
that following the merger some 
88 per cent of the group's prof- 
its will be earned overseas. The 
group, which is considering 
paying foreign income divi- 
dends. said that if sterling con- 
tinued at current levels, 
pro-forma profits would be cut 
bv£30m. 



Airtours 
chief to 
setup 
new base* 

inUS 



Ir 


n 


** * * 


^ ,N> 

■S - ■-+ 






Andrew Yates 


David Crossland, chairman and 
founder of the UK’s second- 
largest tour operator. Airtours, 
is moving to America to over- 
see the company's international 
expansion programme. The, 
move is bound to fuel specula-, 
tion that Mr Crossland is seek- 
ing to strengthen tics with 
CamivaL the US cruise com-! 
pany which owns a near 30 per' 
cent stake in Airtours anu is I 
widely expected to mount a full' 
bid for the group. ' ^ 
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Angfo-Norwegfan affiance: Amersham chief executive Bill Castell (right) with Trend 
Jacobsen, chief executive of Nycomed Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Smith warns 



must stay 


Cathy Newman 


Chris Smith, Secretary of State 
for National Heritage, warned 
yesterday that the regional iden- 
tity of the ITV companies must 
not be lost amid the rapid con- 
solidation taking place in the 
industry. 

He also dismissed as unlikely 
the recent predictions by Gerry 
Robinson, chairman of Grana- 
da Group, which is buying York- 
shire-Tyne Tees Television, that 
all the ITV stations would 
merge within a decade. 

Speaking at an Institute of 


Economic Affairs Conference 
on the future of UK broad- 
casting. Mr Smith said four big 
owners - Carlton Communica- 
tions, Granada, United News & 
Media and Scottish Media 
Group - would emerge. He 
added: “In the course of the 
next few months, we will see the 
establishment of three major 
blocks of ITV channels in Eng- 
land and Wales and one in 
Scotland" 

He said he was “relaxed" 
about the rapid consolidation of 
ITV into die hands of four 
main players, but warned that 


the regional character and pro- 
gramming of each ITV fran- 
chise must not be sacrificed in 
the rush to rationalise. 

“It’s extremely important that 
as the regions of ITV come to- 
gether we do ensure that the re- 
gional character of the stations 
and the programme making is 
main tained. We do not want to 
see the regional definition dis- 
appearing as more and more 
gets concentrated in the hands 
of fewer and fewer," he added. 

His comments come at a time 
of frenetic takeover activity in 
the industry. Within the space 


of a month, Scottish has bought 
Grampian Television; Granada 
has tabled an agreed bid for 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees; and Unit- 
ed has made a recommended of- 
fer for HTV Group. 

The 15 ITV franchises were 
awarded to 14 separate holding 
companies in 1993. If, as seems 
likely, the two most recent of- 
fers go through, only three small 
independent companies will re- 
main - Border Television. Ulster 
Television, and Channel Islands 
Communications. 

The Heritage Secretary also 
yesterday alluded to plans for 


the creation of Ofcom, a 
regulatory body to cover the 
converging media and tele- 
communications industry. Mr 
Smith said laying new regulatory 
framework would take at least 
two years and would follow 
widespread consultation. 

Referring to public dis- 
agreements between the Inde- 
pendent Television Commission 
and Oftel on BSkyB’s involve- 
ment in British Digital Broad- 
casting, he said he had 
“observed a slight nuance of dif- 
ference" between the two 
watchdogs. He warned that 


Oftel and the ITC must co-op- 
erate on the regulation of dig- 
ital television until a new 
framework could be estab- 
lished. 

“We will make sure the cur- 
rent regulators work properly 
together in accordance with 
their remits," he said. 

He said his department was 
working in conjunction with 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry to consider how Ofcom 
should be developed. 

Mr Smith also indicated yes- 
terday that Channel 4‘s remit 
should be redefined to ensure 


the broadcaster's distinctive- 
ness. its provision for minority 
interests and its “ability to be 
less mainstream". 

Under the terms of the 1990 
Broadcasting Act, Channel 4 is 
obliged to screen a suitable 
proportion of programming not 
generally catered for by Chan- 
nel 3. This definition is likely to 
be honed in a new broadcast- 
ing bill. 

However, Mr Smith has al- 
ready indicated that there will 
be no new media legislation in 
this session of Parliament, 
which runs until October 1998. 


-* group. 

Mr Crossland's derision to; 
move from the UK marks an im-i 
portam change in Airtours' strati 
egv. heralding a push to expand 
its international operations. 

■”*Mr Crossland e going over- 
seas to develop Airtours' busi- 
ness over there. He will travel 
extensively from his base in 
America. It shows that Air- 
tours is not perceived as just a 
UK tour operator anymore. U 
is an international business.” 
said ao Airtours spokesman. 

Mr Crossland will live in 
America for at least two years, 
but he may stay indefinitely. He 
will be based in Californio. 

Among Mr Crossland's first 
tasks will be to reverse the de- 
cline in the company's North 
American business, which lost £ 
£12m in the six uwnihs to 
March compared io a profit of 
£2.9m the year before. Over- 
capacity has dogged its Cana- 
dian business.- leading- tfl 
depressed prices and mounting: 
losses and adding to speculation 
that Airtours may be forced ta 
exit this market ’• - T 

Airtours also incurred start-up 
losses at its California tour busk 
ness. But Mr Crossland is u»> 
deisiood to be keen to rapidly 
expand the US business, build? 
ingup its cruise business and en- 
tering the time share sector, -r. 

Mr Crossland will also look 
for acquisitions. Last month- 
Airtours paid $20m (£12m) for 
Californian tour operator Sun* 
trips. More US purchases look 
set to follow. Mr Crossland is; 
also likely to target South- 
America and the Far East. ~ 

Last month Lars Tbuesenv 
former deputy chief executive, 
of Airtours' Scandinavian busi- 
ness, became the new head of 
the group's UK tour and retail £} 
business which has paved the: 1 
way for Mr Crossland’s move to; 
Che US. Airtours has no plan* 
to dose its Lancashire head*- 
quarters and move lock, stock 
and barrel across the At! an tier 
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Nat West shares hit record 
high on rumours of strike 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Shares in National Westminster 
Bank soared to a record high 
yesterday as renewed takeover 
speculation surrounded the 
group. NalWcst shares closed 
42.5p higher at S49.5p with 
some City dealers talking of an 
“imminent strike". 

Barclays. Commerzbank of 
Germany and the Royal Bank 
of Scotland were all mentioned 
as possible bidders though most 
analysts dismissed takeover talk 
as little more than rumour. 

“No one is selling, so any ru- 
mour is making the stock fly,” 
said one analyst. 

Nat West declined to com- 
ment on the speculation, as did 
Barclays and Commerzbank. 
One analyst said Commerzbank 
was too small to make a tilt at 
Nat West as it was only half its 
size. Royal Bank of Scotland 
would be in an even weaker po- 


sition as it is around a third the 
size of Nat West- 

Some analysts said Prudential 
could be interested in NatWest 
as it remained keen to expand 
in banking while NatWest was 
interested in expanding in life 
assurance. However, any of the 
big four UK clearing banks 
would face regulatory prob- 
lems as a takeover would give 
a merged clearer such a big 
share in retail banking. NatWest 
would be valued as a “going 
concern”, meaning a bidder 
would have to take a goodwill 
write-off of up to £7bn. Analysts 
said this would be too much 
even for a giant like HSBC. 

Shares in other banks such as 
Lloyds TSB. Bank of Scotland 
and Royal Bank of Scotland all 
rose strongly yesterday. 

Analysts were also dismissive 
about a possible link-up be- 
tween NatWest Markets and 
BZW. the investment banking 
arms of NatWest and Barclays 


respectively. They said man- 
agement would struggle to in- 
tegrate the two without 
damagin g profitability and los- 


ing key staff. “It would take un- 
believable m: 


ievable management skills to 


pulHt oft" one analyst said. 

)Uaw 


The share surge follows a de- 
cision on Monday by the 
Takeover Panel to turn down a 
request by NatWest to force Bar- 
clays to make a statement about 
any bid plans. Alistair Defriez, 
the panel's director-general, said 
he saw no reason to intervene. 

NatWest approached Abbey 
National about a possible link- 
up earlier this year and there has 
been speculation since about a 
link with another financial in- 
stitution. NatWest was plunged 
into a financial crisis last month 
when it issued a profits warn- 
ing and the head of its invest- 
ment banking arm resigned. 
This followed the discovery of 
a mis-pridngof interest rate op- 
tions which cost the bank£77m. 


EMI secures copyright to 
Motown classics for £132m 


Cathy Newman 


EMI Group, one of the world's 
largest music publishers, has 
secured the copyright to 15,000 
classic Motown hits such as My 
Gui and I Heard It Through the 
Grapevine in a $13 2m (£80m) 
deal. 

The company has taken a 50 
per cent stake in the Jobete 
companies - Jobete Music Co 
and Stone Diamond Music 
Corporation - owned by the 
founder of Motown Records, 
Berry Gordy. Sir Colin South- 
gate, EMI's chairman, said 
yesterday it was likely EMI 
would buy the remainder of the 
Jobete companies in the future. 

He added that EMI had, 
through protracted negotia- 
tions, gained control of “the 
greatest private catalogue”. Sir 
Colin said EMI had “been to ■ 
the altar three limes with Berry, 
but this is the first time we’ve 
got married”. 


The Jobete catalogue in- 
cludes Motown classics sung by 
artists such as Stevie Wonder, 
Diana Ross, the Jackson Five. 
Lionel Richie and Sraokey 
Robinson. Through the deal, 
which was funded entirely in 
cash. EMI has bought the copy- 
right to songs such as Baby Love , 
Am 7 No Mountain High Enough 
and Reach Out I'll Be There. 

Sir Colin said he was confi- 
dent EMI's fell ownership of Mr 
Gordy’s catalogue would not be 
“decades away”. It is thought 
EMI would take control of the 
Jobete companies on Mr 
Gordy's retirement, if not be- 
fore. Mr Gordy, who will remain 
chairman of the business, is 67. 

Day-to-day operation of the 
catalogue will be handled by 
Martin Bandier. chief executive 
of EMI Music Publishing. 

EMI already had a market- 
ing agreement with Mr Gordy 
outside North America, which 
will be extended throughout the 


world as a result of yesterday’s 
acquisition. 

City analysts were impressed 
with die deal. One said the price 
paid was “not unreasonable" 
and added: “Consolidation in 
music publishing is a good idea. 
Music publishing is a very prof- 
itable business. Another said 
EMI would “do very well" by in- 
cluding the songs in compila- 
tions. EMI Music Publishing 
already owns the copyright to 
more man 1 million songs, in- 
cluding those by Jamiroquai. M 
People, and the Prodigy. 

Unaudited accounts show 
that, at 31 December 1995, the 
Jobete companies had net assets 
of $45.2m and reported pre-tax 
profits of $6.7ra. The two com- 
panies are owned by Mr Gordy 
and his sister Esther Edwards 
and was the largest remaining in- 
dependently owned catalogue. 
Jobete Music was founded in 
1959, and became the music pub- 
lishing arm of Motown Records. 
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Super-SIB wil]E 
face problems, 
warns Imro 




temp pri 


& 




Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


Phillip Thorpe, chief executive 
of Imro. the fund managers' 
watchdog, warned yesterday 
that Labour proposals for a 
pcrsvcrfuTsingle regulator body, 
dubbed “super-SIB” by the 
City, risked creating a “massive 
bureaucracy". 

Mr Thorpe said the enlarged 
Securities and Investments 
Board (SIB), beaded by Howard 
Davies, which would swallow up 
his own organisation, offered the 
prospect of a simpler, more in- 
tegrated form of regulation. 

“There arc some gains to be 
made from such a move, the 
elimination of gaps and over- 
laps, the levelling of unlevel 
playing fields, the more efficient 
use of resources and so on," Mr 
Thorpe said. “There are also 
some predictable concerns to be 
recognised: particularly that 
this could create a massive reg- 
ulatory bureaucracy, unable to 
respond to the rapid change of 
tiie markets, or given to seek- 
ing common solutions where' 
previously bespoke arrange- 
ments best accommodated in- 
vestor and business needs.” 

Imro is part of a project 
team set up by the SIB and 
which includes the Bank of 
England working on plans that 
will be submitted to Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, by the 
end of July. Mr Brown an- 
nounced plans to pass supervi- 
sion of the banking community 
from the Bank of England to the 
SEB within days of Labour win- 
ning the General Election. 

The second phase will see 
other self-regulatory organisa- 


tions. such as Imro, the Seem 
rities and Futures Authority 
(SEA) and the Personal Invest 
ment Authority (PIA), folded 
into the SIB within the nexC 
three years. 

Mr Thorpe stressed that he 
believed Mr Brown would be. 
“on guard" to avoid the poten- 


tiaLpitfalls in his pro 


Ic said: “The regulator must 
be, and must be seen as, inde- 
pendent in its operation and 
must have the knowledge, in- 
volvement and support of the inft 
dustries it seeks to regulate. IT 
must also be open and : acS 
countable if it is to secure the 
confidence of investors and: 
those who it regulates." 

Hie Imro chief executive’s* 
comments were made as the: 
regulator published the anndL 
al report on its activities. TlwE 
regulator said it had 44 invest 
ligations in hand at the end ot 
March 1997 while 43 discipli- 1 ' 
naiy actions had been taken! 
during the year, up 26 percent 
from lasr year. . =\:» 

In the 12 months to April* 
1997, Imro levied more tnani 
£3 .5m in fines and investigation, 
costs from its members, up 
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from £835,000 the previous 
ot include 


year. That total did. not inclui 
the £2m, plus £lm in costs, 
levied in April on Morgan 
Grenfell, the fund managd3 
ment group owned by Deutsche^ 
Bank, over the irregular trading 
activities of its rogue-fond maa-i 
ager, Peter Young. ■■ 

Imro said yesterday if had'^f: 
been successful in ensuring thaS '* 
nearly all pensions mis-sellingi 
cases in which its members! 
were involved had been re-1 
viewed. ^ 
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Irrational exuberance could evaporate quickly 


_, taxes to do toe same cooling work as a 1 per- 
fect yesterday made cenla S e P° inl ^ » n base rates, according 

since the crash of 19R7 tIXSL? 06 ^ S 3 ” 1 to most economic models. It would take at 
the expectation that Hrn-rt™ V ^ s ,ea5t ^ mucb tightening in policy to return 

wffl dehvera **“ econon V t0 * steady path. It isjust about 
will also contain cnerial Budget dial possible that Mr Brown would be prepared 

aess.Itis ***“- to add this much to the personal srctorttax 

CS^taUSlb^SS^SSitiSS* -11 * but it would be an extraordinary turn- 
to be around from Labour's manifesto, 

sinners to suffer u tl j!? ™tJ PUn< ^ Con " Even so, the markets are probably right 
" . ttnah, say the markets, i to anticioate a tighter RuHppi ihan »nvtwtv 
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Whatever popular 
measures Mr Brown 
- announces to help 
J young people into 

: work or boost families 

on low incomes, the 
bottom line as far as 
- the City is concerned 
*T will be the net 
.£ increase in the tax 
burden compared 
-■■ with last November’s 
Budget* 


held the shares since the beginning, jou 
would have done spectacularly well 
Now it’s merging with Ny corned of Nor- 
way to create the world’s largest supplier of 
in-vivo diagnostic imaging agents. This is the 
highly specialist but. in parts, fast-growing 
business of supplying hospitals with chemi- 
cal agents, some "of them radioactive, that 
assist in medical diagnosis. Well, all right. 
Let’s start again. It’s the business of... Oh, 


Nveomed lose a couple of big Health Man- hard to know how Grand Met and Guinness. 
I3ES? cS!SSr^n»cis in the US or toe, r shareholders, should respond, 
thatromc npfarrennral over the next sk ?• original idea was that the 

months. However, both companies seem to Grand MaGuinness merger should ho aban- 
KS some promising new proS«cts and doned m favour of a separate get-iogeiher of 
aDDlkarions m the pipeline- Both companies to* throe companies branded drinks sub- 


uil . uit marseis. 

wnatever popular measures Mr Brown 
announc« to help young people into work 
or boost families on low incomes, the bot- 
tom hne as far as the City is concerned will 
be the net increase m the tax burden com- 
pared with last November’s Budget If it 
looks as if that burden is going to feU on con- 

rather companies, 
then that s good news, the markets figure. 

The reckoning is that if this tax increase 
exceeds, say, £5bn, there will be less need 
or excuse for the Bank of England to raise 
interest rales again. Most of the City is firmly 
convinced Lhat it is the expectation of rising 
case rates that accounts for the uncomfort- 
ably strong pound. The theory is lhat if rates 
do not need to climb much further because 
tax hikes can head off a boom, then the 
pound will stop climbing too. This argument 
makes a few questionable assumptions. For 
one thing, the level of base rates is only one 
possible explanation for the strong pound, 
and it might therefore stay strong even if the 
prospects for UK interest rates change. 

For another, it takes a net £10bn rise in 


Even so, the markets are probably right Let's start again. It’s the business of. .. 
to anticipate a tighter Budget than anybody forget iL Amersham helps doctors fine 
expected al first. On the other hand, they are what's wrong with you. Let's leave it at 
equally likely to be overdoing it. Yesterday’s Despite doubts. this is probably a j 
high expectations may well he disappointed deal for Amersham. Bill CasteD, chief e 
today. Similarly, the expectation Lhat base utive, has been pursuing it for some years 
rates wfl] peak at a level below 7.5 per cent together with the recently announced : 
and stay there, implied by the short sterling up with Pharmacia & Upjohn, it comp! 
futures market, is also likely to be disap- a carefully planned assent into a world 1 
pointed in the longer run. Even in the best ing position in these markets. Amentia 
inflation environment since the 1 960s, the still the smaller of the two companies, b 
business cycle peak for interest rates will recent years it has been far more succes 
almost certainly be higher. When that real- By contrast, Nycomed, operating at 
isation sinks in. the exuberance could evap- maturcr end of the market, has had a trou 
orate rather swiftly. few years. Though this is no rescue laker 


Merger should be good 
for Araersham’s health 

A mersham International is a curious 
company. Most people have heard of it. 
but hardly anyone outside the City and the 
medical profession knows what it actually 
docs. Even fewer can tell you the purpose 
of what h does. It was also the previous gov- 
ernment's first privatisation, and if you've 


Let’s start again. It’s the business of... Oh, 
foTgel iL Amersham helps doctors find out 
what's wrong with you. Let's leave it at that 

Despite doubts, this is probably a good 
deal for Amersham. Bill Caslell, chief exec- 
utive, has been pursuing it for some years and 
together with the recently announced link- 
up with Pharmacia & Upjohn, it completes 
a carefully planned assent into a world lead- 
ing position in these markets. Amersham is 
still the smaller of the two companies, but in 
recent years it has been far more successful. 

By contrast, Nycomed, operating at the 
maturcr end of the market, has had a troubled 
few years. Though this is no rescue takeover. 
Amersham is certainly ending up with a much 
larger share of the action - 47 per cent - than 
it could have hoped for when Mr Castcll first 
began to run his slide rule over the company 
a few years back. It also seems to he getting 
the more important executive jobs, so much 
so that the deal could almost be characterised 
as a reverse takeover by Amersham. 

Doubts none the less remain. Is Amer- 
sham reversing into a dog? The £40m of 
annual cost savings anticipated from the 
merger could easily be wiped out should 
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i ng alternatives to invasive surger v, tn ua 
offering the prospect of real reductions in 
health care costs. The fact that they com' 
element each other geographically s an 

added bonus. So although Nycomed Amer- 
sham will probably remain, for inosi peop*^ 
at least, a deeply obscure company, it looks 
destined to carry on quietly' earning its 
shareholders an excellent return. 

No easy way to resolve 
Anglo-French standoff 

W hat does Bernard Arnault, the mer- 
curial head of France's LVMH. really 
want? George Bull and Tow Greener, 
chairman of Grand Met and Guinness re- 
spectively. are flying to Paris today, hoping 
to find oul All they know for sure is that be 
doesn't approve of the planned merger of 
the two companies, so much so that he’s spent 
nearly £lbn stake building in Grand Met and 
has launched an all-out legal assault on the 
deal through the French courts. He also mut- 
ters inscrutably about the need to bring his 
own Moet Hennessy into the planned get- 
together. But how. and under what terms'' 


Hennessy. Bui although this mighl industri- 
ally seem like the sounder approach, it is hard 
to see how ii would result in enhanced value 

Jeff either Guinness or Grand Met given lhat 
both companies would have ended up with 
minority holdings in the new super-drinks 
group. Thai might he the way things are done 
in France, but even Mr Arnault must realise 
that Anglo Saxon investors are just not going 
to buy that kind of a deal. 

So what does he hope to achieve? One pos- 
sibility is that he is trying to lever up the price 
of Moet Hennessy. Let's he clear about this. 
He has no intention of selling outright Tor 
cash to Los Ros Bils. That would be too much 
of a betrayal. But for paper, maybe. One of 
his newspapers in France has already specu- 
lated that Mr Amauli mighl end up with 45 
per cent of GMG Brands. That's obviously 
an exaggeration, but a stake targe enough to 
exercise control Ls certainly very possible. 

Unfortunately, that ton would have Anglo 
Saxon investors screaming sell orders down 
their phones. Mr Amauli is a brilliant and 
determined businessman, but can he be trusted 
to run GMG Brands not just in his own inter- 
ests, but in those of h is outside shareholders 
too? Al tills singe, it's hard to see how this 


^ ; §g i Markets 

soar on 
11 hopes of 
’.-a * tax rises 


Mane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Share prices soared and the 
pound fell back from its five- 
year highs yesterday as the 
financial markets concluded 
that today's Budget would be 
tough enough to reduce the 
need for higher interest rates. 

• The FTSE 100 index leapt 
more than 123 points to 4,728.0, 

in its second biggest one-day rise 
on record. It was the largest gain 
in share prices since the 
recovery from the 1987 stock 
market crash. Meanwhile, the 
pound slipped back from its 
overnight high of DM2.91 to 
end at just under DM2.89. Its 
index against a range of cur- 
rencies fell by 0 -5 to 101.6. 

Pre-Budget speculation that 
Gordon Brown wfll deliver tax 
rv iber eases designed to dampen 
* the budding consumer boom 
accounted for the stock market 
euphoria, analysts said. This 
would reduce the pressure on 
the Bank of England to cool the 
economy by increasing base 
rates again. 

Steve Wright at BZW said; 
“This was the last thing you’d ex- 


pect before a Labour Budget” 
But the market was reacting to 
rumours that Gordon Brown 
would target consumers with 
much higher taxes, he said. 

Many experts have been call- 
ing on the Chanceflor to get 
tough in his first Budget because 
rising interest rates have helped 
drive the pound to an uncom- 
fbrtaMy'high level ; ■ * 

But even as the financial 
markets concluded that the 
“Iron ChanceHof’ would live tip 
to his reputation by targetting 
the housing market and raising 
“green” and “sin" taxes, Brit- 
ain's biggest mortgage lender 
warned him that the housing 
market was not booming. 

Halifax reported that house 
prices climbed 0.7 per cent in 
June, to a level 7.1 per cent 
higher than a year agp. Thiswas 
far tamer than separate figures 
last week from Nationwide. Hal- 
ifax said: “There is no need for 
any specific Budget measures 
aimed at curbing an allegedly 
‘booming’ housing market” 

The latest business survey yes- 
terday, of purchasing managers 
in manufacturing, suggested 
the strong pound has not yet 



Free for all: The Chancellor, Gordon Brown (left), launches Freepost Budget 97 and Pocket Budget 97, schemes which will 
give people information about the Budget and Mr Brown’s plans for running the economy. He is watched in Downing Street 
by Financial Secretary Dawn Primaroloand Chief Secretary to the Treasury Alistair Darling Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


harmed output or exports. But 
it has almost certainly hit pro- 
fit margins on export business. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral of the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply, said: 
“It is encouraging that exports 
have not yet been hit by the 
pound. What is left of British 
industry is a good deal more 
efficient than it used to be.” 

But Rohert Barrie, chief 


economist at BZW. said: “Right 
across the economy profit mar- 
gins are under pressure. Com- 
panies are finding it hard to 


these expectations had been re- 
vised up, with the City now ex- 
pecting a rise in the tax burden 
big enough to make a difference 


make money." Relief from the . to the interest rale outlook. 


strong pound was urgently 
needed, he wanted. 

Most economists have been 
predicting only modest tax in- 
creases, amounting to less than 
£5bn, on top of the windfall tax 
on privatised utilities. Yesterday 


Analysts warned that the 
markets would fail in an equally 
dramatic fashion if these new 
expectations were disappointed. 

“The stock market would be 
very much disappointed if Gor- 
don Brown doesn’t deliver 
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•SIB w Stamp prices could rise to fund Post Office pensions 

.«•/ VM I ^ ifTl^ Chris Godsmark come if Mr Brown removed the reported record profits of £21m loss in its Parcelforce di- warned the Government not to the Post Office will urge for i 

|||y | A V. * z" . Correspondent tax credit on dividends for in- £577m for the year to theehd vision last year on strikes at Roy- spend too long on its review of fixed percentage of profits to bt 

rm pusmesb — stitutional investors, would of March, an increase of 3 7 per al Mail, which itsaid had put off the Post Office’s operations, paid as a dividend to the Trea 

-y _ _ ^ The Post Office could have to knock 10 per cent off the £10bn cent, and intensified its cam- new customers. It also an- “The Post Office has to be any each year, rather than a van 

B TFT | | II ■ -X-rVfTirTher £l50m a vear value of the two Post Office paign for greater commercial notmeed the creation of 400 jobs treated as more than a cash cow able cadi target. It will also as! 

I W 11 1. 1-*- inject a runner J funds. Richard Close, finance freedom. The increase came in a £10m telephone marketing for Government It’s passible for for freedom from public spend 

• lnt0 . lls director warned the organisa- from the Id rise in the price of centre fa Sunderland. A further Government to continue to inn and pay limits, and the abil 

non would have to raise its pen- 
sion contributions. “The issue 
is the sheer size of our pension 
fund. It's the second or third 
largest in the LfK,” he said. 

The Post Office yesterday 


' Chris Godtemark 

Business Correspondent 

The Post Office could have to 
inject a further £l50m a year 
into its pension schemes, 
enough to force the organisation 
to. raise the price of postage 
stamps, if the Chancellor makes 
Sweeping changes to the_ taxa- 
tion of share dividends in to- 
-day's Budget. 

■. The full burden, which would 


reported record profits of 
£577m for the year to the ehd 
of March, an increase of 37 per 
cent, and intensified its cam- 
paign for greater commercial 
freedom. The increase came 
from the lp rise fa the price of 
stamps last year, which raised 
£130m. The Post Office paid 
£285m of the profits to the Trea- 
sury, while a further £2 16m 
would go in corporation tax. 

The Post Office blamed a 


£21m loss in its Parceiforce di- 
viskm last year on strikes at Roy- 
al Mail, which itsaid had put off 
hew customers. It also an- 
nounced the creation of^ 400 jobs 
fa a £10m telephone marketing 
centre fa Sunderland. A further 
three call centres are planned 
by Subscription Services, the 
business which collects BBC li- 
cence fees. 

Announcing his retirement as 
chairman. Sir Michael Heron 


warned the Government not to 
spend too long on its review of 
the Post Office's operations. 
“The Post Office has to be 
treated as more than a cash cow 
for Government. It’s possible for 
Government to continue to 
benefit from the Post Office's 
profitability while offering more 
commercial freedom to compete 
with post offices from abroad." 

In a submission to the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
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Rothschilds reveals £7 4m operating profit 

The Rothschild family published ihc proflLs of their hanking empire 
for the first time fa its 199-year history. Rothschilds Continuation 
Holdings, the Swiss-based holding company, made an operating 
profit of SFrl79m (£74m) in the year to the end of March, an in- 
crease of 66 per cent on the previous year. Operating income rose 
52 per cent to SFr839m. The London-hased operations N M Roths* 
chad contributed £124m, about a third of Ihc lota! and up 4 per 
cent on the year. Group share capital is SFrl.2bn. which puts it 
in the same league as Hambros as a medium-sized merchant bank. 

Metroline directors in line for £1.6m 

Four directors of Metroline, including managing director Dcclan 
O'Farrell, stand to make an instant profit of up to £1.6m when 
the London bus group floats on the stock market later this month. 
They are selling up to 20 per cent of their holdings. Melroline’s 
drivers and other staff will make an average profit of around £10,000 
each and Metroline plans to award them another 1 per cent of 
the company in share options. The employees will also be given 
the opportunity to subscribe for £lm worth of shares in the group. 

Investment Column, page 24 

Scottish Widows buys into Direct line 

Royal Bank of Scotland has sold half of the life insurance and unit 
trust business of Direct Line, its telephone-based financial services 
arm, to Scottish Widows, the mutual insurance company, for an 
undisclosed price. The bank and Scottish Widows agreed last year 
to use tbe insurer’s expertise to sell personal pensions over the phone. 

£1 charge for Abbey National savers 

Abbey National is to charge more than 450,000 savers in its In- 
stant Plus Account £1 for every transaction made at the coun- 
ters of afl its branches. A spokesman said charging would start 
1 97, schemes which will fa September. The move was prompted by the fact that although 
tefted in Downing Street the account was meant ro be Jinked to auiomituxl cash machine 
rtDgraph: Tony Buckfagham use, many Instant Plus customers still used counter services. There 
are no plans to charge other accountholders from using counter 
now," said Mr Wright. A warn- services, the spokesman added. 

ing signal was Lhe fact the gains _ , .. .. . 

have been concentrated on a rel- LGW1S gains StakB in Italian football Club 
atively small number of stocks, 

be said. En glish National Investment Company, the investment trust in which 

Since the start of this year five Mr Joe Lewis acquired a controlling stake in 1995, has paid £2-4m 
shares - HSBC Glaxo Well- fa cash for a 29.9 per cent stake fa Otto, the holding company which 
come. Lloyds TSB, Shell and last month bought the football club Vicenza, the winners of the 
SmitbJOfae Beecham - have ac- 1997 Coppa Italia. It also acquired rights to lift its stake to 62 per 
counted for near ly 60 per cent cent for a total investment of around £5ra. equal to about a third 
of the rise in the FTSE 100. of the price of Alan Shearer and half the cost of Juninho, the Brazilian 

Market Report, page 25 international. Other shareholders fa Otto include Stellkan. a Milan- 
based investment company, the football marketing group CSI and 
Pangolin, a private investment company owned by Robert Hcrsov, 
jTj C I II |j C managing director of Telepiu. the Italian pay-TV group. 

Boeing takeover gets US go-ahead 

fost Office will urge for a The US Federal Trade Commission approved the takeover of Mc- 
peicentage of profits to be Donnell Douglas by Boeing. The deal now goes to the European 
as a dividend to the Trea- Union competition commissioner Karel van Mien who is expected 
jacb year, rather than a van- to rule on the mercer by the end of the month. EU officials arc 


the Post Office will urge for a 
fixed percentage of profits to be 
paid as a dividend to the Trea- 
sury each year, rather than a vari- 
able cadi target It will also ask 
for freedom from public spend- 
ing and pay limits, and the abil- 
ity to make acquisitions and 
form joint ventures. Though the 
DTI previously ruled oul pri- 
vatisation, Post Office sources 
suggested a partial share sale 
could be on the political agenda. 


MDIS suspends share listing 


Andrew Yates 

.Dealings fa shares in belea- 
guered McDonnell Informa- 
tion Systems computer services 
group were suspended yester- 
day pending the results of a 
rescue refinancing package. 
MDIS is trying to raise more 
%an £20m througha placing of 
new shares and is expected to 
announce it made a loss of 
almost £40m in 1996. It lost 
£39.4m in 3995. 

• -MDIS has been forced to 
make huge provisions to cover 
a host of loss-making contracts 
St look on several years agO- 


John Klein, chief executive who 

joined the group last year as part 


of a management shake-up, is 
desperate to drawn line under 
a disastrous few years for the 

have thrown the kitchen 
sink at it. This is an attempt to 
create a new start for MDlh 
after the problems of the past 
a company spokesman sad. 

MDIS* advisers, Close Broth- 
ers, insist that they would be 
able to raise enough money to 
save the group- “TTie refinano- 
fag is progressing well and the 
demand for shares is encour- 
a®ine.’‘ said Calm Keogh, 


chairman of Close Brothers 
corporate finance yesterday. 

It is thought existing share- 
holders could subscribe for 
more than half of the shares. 
Most of the original investors in 
MDIS already bailed out when 
the true extent of its problems 
came to ligh t soon after its 
flotation. 

One industry source sug- 


shareholders only bought shares 
recently and are sticking by 
the group in the hope that the 
less on their investment can be 
mitigated. 

MDIS has been one of the 


worstnew issues fa recent years. 
It was floated by Barings and 
NaiWest at 260p just over three 
years ago and the shares have 
plummeted to just 23 3p before 
being suspended. Its market 
value has sumped from £260m 
to£25m. 

Last month MDIS made its 
fifth profit warning since it 
floated It said it would make 
“very substantial" losses for 
the year to December 1996 
and would have to raise money 
to rebuild its balance sheet and 
cash position. Its problems stem 
from taking on contracts that it 
was unable to service properly. 


Arnault set to talk 
with spirits groups 


Orange tops mobile phone growth table 


«*ss= s — ssssSS 

Stiff competition . for mobile f ^fJ?ter of 1 996.’ 

- phone customers fa the spring m ySned the drop 

saw \fodafonc drop to Iasi rtace control 

Jfa fac race to expand the four • SSee^Vodafone 

^ networks while Orange which 

: owfa tamed its lead Figures re- into serme p ajrthne. Chris 
leased yesterday showed Vbda- sold lh «g®“P , chief execu- 
tone’s nel UK subscriber base 9 enl ’ to cus- 
' grew by just ,53,000 between uve, said tht reaucu 


tomer contracts from 15 to 1- 
months had depressed the fig- 
ures by some 35,000. 

Orange, the newest network, 
topped the growth table for the 
second quarter in a row, though 
the increase of 86,000 to 
980,000 was below the 109,000 
recorded between January a nd 
March. Orange announced it 
had moved into th e black, be^ 

V , . 


fore deducting interest, taxes 
and depreciation costs, in ApriL 
Tbe biggest turnaround came 

from Cellnet, which added 
74,000 net new customers be- 
tween April and June. The first 
quarter had been disastrous, 
with an increase of just 12,000. 
One 2 One will later this wosk 

reveal subscriber growth of just 
below 80,000. 


Andrew Yates 

Thlks that are scheduled to be 
held this afternoon between 
Bernard Arnault, the combat- 
ive head of tbe LVMH luxury 
goods group, and Guinness and 
Grand Metropolitan over the 
two spirit groups' £23bn merg- 
er appear doomed to failure un- 
less one side is prepared to 

make a last minute concession. 

Guinness, which has a 34 
percent stake in LVMJTs Moet 
Hennessy drinks division, and 
Grand Metropolitan believe 
that a merger would be fa the 
general interests of their share- 
holders and are determined to 
push the deal through. 

But LVHM, which is the 
largest shareholder in both 
Guinness and GrandMet. wants 
to break up the deal. Instead Mr 
Arnault wants to broker a 
merger of Moet Hennessy with 
the IDV and United Distillers, 
the respective spirits divisions 
of GrandMet and Guinness. 
Neither pmiy seemed willing to 
c om promise yesterday and both 
believed the other should take 
the lead in the negotiations. 


It is thought that GrandMet 
and Guinness would be pre- 
pared to give Mr Arnault an 
equity stake fa the combined 
spirits business providing the 
Guinness and GrandMet 
merger goes through. But 
LVHM is understood to have 
ruled out such a proposal Mr 
Arnault is also unwilling to sell 
LVMH*s 66 per cent stake fa 
Moet Hennessy to Guinness. 

Mr Arnault has spem £800m 
buying a 6.4 per cent stake fa 
GrandMet over the last month 
fa an apparent attempt to in- 
crease his bargaining power at 
the negotiating table. But he 
needs 25 per cent of Grand- 
Met 's shares to block the 
merger. 

If the talks fail the fate of the 
merger will then be fa the 
hands of the French courts. 
Mr Arnault believes the Gufa- 
ness-GraodMet merger signifies 
a change of control of Guinness 
and triggers a pre-emptive right 
by LVHM to buy back the UK's 
company’s minority sharehold- 
ing fa Moet Hennessy and h lu- 
crative drinks distribution 
contracts around tbe world. 


to rule on the merger by the end of the month. EU officials arc 
concerned about the exclusive supply agreement Boeing has signed 
with Delta. American Airlines and Com mental. 

Pearson sells stake in Troll for $92m 

Pearson has sold its 49 per cent stake m Troll Communications 
for $92m (£55 5m) io Tbrstar Corporation, a Canadian publicly 
quoted company. The proceeds will be used to reduce Pearson's 
net borrowings. 

Safeway sees sales rise 11 per cent 

Safeway like-for-like sales fa the year to date were up 32 per cent, 
with total group sales up 7J per cent, David Wfebsler. chairman, 
told the annual general meeting. Total sales have grown by 1 1 
per cent, helped by transfers of stores from Presto. Consumer 
prices are on average 0.5 per cent below last year, with volumes 
up bv a “healthy" 3.7 per cent. 



The universal ’key. 


The unique Navf'Key on the new Nokia \3110 
om a worW of its own. Call, save, send, edit. 
display, memory. Wherever you want io be. 

it takes you. wSkk 

Call 0990 003110 for a leaflet Or land on jjfjm 
Planet Retailer for a demo. 
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C&W doubles its 
stake in Optus 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Cable & Wireless unveiled a 
further expansion of its interests 
in the fast-growing Asia Pacific 
region yesterday, with a £445m 
deal to double its stake in Aus- 
tralia's second-largest phone 
and cable TV group. 

The agreement, revealed in 
The Independent last week, in- 
volves C&W buying the 24.5 per 
cent shareholding in the com- 
pany, Optus Communications, 
for A5980m (£445m) from its 
long-standing investor. Bell- 
South of the US. C&W al- 
ready owns another 24.5 per 
cent of Optus, taking its total 
shareholding in the Sydney- 
based group to 49 per cent. 

The deal is the latest in a string 
of agreements secured since 
Dick Brown, C&W’s chief ex- 
ecutive, joined the company a 


year ago. The news helped push 
its shares 18p higher in yester- 
day’s buoyant trading to 570.5p. 

C&W recently took over 
management control by appoin- 
ting Peter Howell-Davies, for- 
mer head of Mercury, as chief 
executive. Two other senior 
UK managers moved across to 
Australia at the same time. 

C&W has also gained an 
option to increase its stake in 
Optus up to 51.5 per cent and 
Robert Lerwell, finance direc- 
tor, hinted it could increase its 
holding. “We don't think it's es- 
sential, but we’d have to look at 
the time. We may do it if it was 
good value and assuming the 
Austr alian government jvas 
happy for us to go higher.’* 

Another 25 per cent Optus 
shareholder, Mayne Nickless, 
has also indicated it wanted to 
reduce its stake. Optus had 
been expected to float itself later 


this year, enabling Mayne Nick- 
less to find an exit route, but Mr 
Lerwell suggested this could be 
delayed. “It could be one year, 
two years or three years. We 
don’t know.” 

Created in 1992, Optus has 18 
per cent of the country’s long 
distance phone market, with 1.9 
million customers and 32 per 
cent of the mobile market. Its 
cable network also offers pay 
television services to 1SO.OOQ 
homes. Optus made its first full- 
year profit last year of A$60m. 

Mr Lerwell said C&W would 
fund the acquisition partly with 
the proceeds of the sale of a 55 
per cent stake in Hongkong 
Telecom, which raised £770m at 
the current exchange rate. The 
Australian deal, coupled with 
CAW’S $652m (£407 Jm) pur- 
chase of Panama's telephones 
operator, meant CAW’S gearing 
would rise to almost 70 per cent. 


Two ELC directors 
leave after review 


Nigel Cope 


John Menzies, the retail j 
has announced a raft of man , 
agement changes at its Early 
Learning Centre subsidiary, 
which was responsible for a 
profits warning from the group 
in January. 

ELC’s chief executive, Ian 
Duncan, and managing director, 
Andrew Crankshaw, are leaving. 
While they will be eligible for 
compensation for loss of office, 
the company said the pay-offs 
would not be excessive as the 
two directors were not on the 
main board and were on one- 
year contracts. 


Dennot Jenkinson, chairman 
of ELC and a John Menzies 
main board director, will take 
over the business until succes- 
sors can be appointed. 

John Menzies managing 
director David Mackay, who 
took over in January, has com- 
pleted his review of the 200- 
strong chain and resolved not 
to sell iL It is understood that 
companies such as Kingfisher, 
which owns Woolworths, 
looked at the company. 

John Menzies said yester- 
day that “trading at ELC 
continues to be impacted by 
competition and changes to 
shopping habits". 


Company Results 
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Luard sells 
Flextech 
shares 


Roger Luard, chief executive of 
Flextech, the cable and satellite 
television programmer, yester- 
day sold £4 3m worth of shares 
in the company to its main in- 
vestor, writes Cathy Newman, 

Mr Luard sold 698,435 shares 
to Tele-Communications In- 
ternational (TCI), FI extech's 
controlling shareholder, at 
622.5p each. At the same time, 
Mark Luiz, group financial 
director, sold 50,000 shares to 
TCI. 

Mr Luard signalled his in- 
tention to sell shares and op- 
tions in the company in March, 
after t ying up two joint ventures 
with the BBC to supply chan- 
nels to pay-television. 

The shares dropped from 


770p to around 620p after the 


BBC announcement, and it is 
thought Mr Luard had been 
holding on for a higher price 
before selling. However, the 
6223p a share he eventually 
secured is some way off Flex- 
tech’s year-high price of 8023p. 


Kitchen sales should boost MFI 

The Investment Column 


T here are few stock market sectors 
as highly volatile as retailing az 
the moment where the slightest 
slip is punished mercilessly. Just ask 
shareholders in MFI. Shares in the 
furniture group soared from 115patthe 
beginning of 1995 to 209p last autumn 
on strong sales increases and the 
recovering housing market. 

But news of a sales slowdown in 
March hamm ered the Stock, which 
halved to just over lOOp. 

With its volatile past, the market has 
always been slightly jumpy about MFI 
so it is no surprise that the retail 
watchers are divided on the prospects 
for the group, which yesterday reported 
a 21 per cent increase in pre-tax profits 

ran -i e . a. 14 a M «1 
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is to judge. But on UBS’s figure of 
£77 Jm, the shares, down 6p to 129p 
yesterday, trade on a forward rating of 
12. This is a 10 per cent discount to the 
sector and after recent weakness the 
shares rank as a hold. 


Crest cashes in 
on housing boom 


to £70 Jm for the year to 26 April. 

_ * ‘e, like-for-lflce 


On the positive side, 
sales have started to move ahead since 
the May election and in the first nine 
weeks of the year are 5 per cent up on 
the same period last year. 

That compares with a strong increase 
of 15 per cent the previous year and 
so is a creditable achievement. 

Perhaps the most encouraging news 
is the level of enquiries for kitchens 
which are thought to be ahead by a 
double-digit figure on last year. 

MFI typically converts 60 per cent 
of these enquiries into sales and it is 
the more expensive kitchens such as 
Schreiber that are generating the most 
interest. 

Then there are the Homeworks 
conversions where half the stores have 
been updated to the new format which 
offers wider ranges and an airier feel. 
These conversions still deliver a strong 
sales increase. 

But there are still uncertainties over 
MFTs market One issue is the degree 
to which it will benefit from the wind- 
fall factor which John Collier, chief 
executive, says has not yet filtered 
through to its kitchen and bathroom 
sales. 

Another is the housing market which 
MFI says is not booming outside 
London and could be hit % today's 
Budget measures on mortgage interest 
tax relief and stamp duty. 

It is also unclear bow MFI is faring 
on market share. It admits that it is 
reviewing its position in upholstery, 
which accounts for 3 per cent of group 
sales and does not make any money. 
And with strong sales from the likes of 
B&Q and the John Lewis Partnership 
these gains must be coming from 
somewhere. 

Another concern is rising costs with 
higher interest charges as well as ris- 
ing rent and rate costs. Capital ex- 
penditure jumped from £60m to £73m 
last year and will rise to £80m in the 
current year. 

The widespread of brokers' forecasts 
for MFI shows how hard the company 


C rest Nicholson, the Surrey-based 
building and construction group, 

has been nothing if not accident- 
prone. The business had a torrid re- 
cession after over-extending its land 
bank in the 19&)S and then came a crop- 
per in 1995 as a result of mismanaged 
expansion m the Midlands and the East 
That led to a major clear-out of mid- 
dle managers, but with a low base to 
build from and with half its business still 
in the currently accelerating south-east 
property marker Crest should have a 
fair wind behind it this year. 

The interim figures to April certainly 
bear out that analysis. Pre-tax profits 
more than tripled, rising from £2. 21m 
to £7.2 1m. on turnover 15 per cent 
ahead at £153m. 


The figures were driven by residen- 
tial housing, which saw margins soar 
from 3.8 per cent to 1 13 per cent. 

The improvement is all the more 
impressive given that there was no help 
from residential land sales this time, 
which raised £5.7m in the first half of 

1996. . , 

Clearly, management has made 
strenuous efforts to rein in costs which 
had been running out of control. 

Even so. Crust has cashed in on the 
gathering south-east housing boom. 
Overall reservations jumped by more 
than 30 per cent in the period, Icad- 


trulv turned the comer and there 
were some jitters yesterday that the 
formation of a new western division is 
the precursor to further geographic 
expansion. 

So even with SBC Wtrburg bump- 
ing up its full-vcar profit forecast by a 
thud to COm yesterday, the shares, up 
1.5p at I04p. on :i lowly forward 
multiple of 9, are only attractive for the 
stout-hearted. ■ - 


Metrdine set for a 
comfortable ride 


ing to a 10 per cent rise in numbers of 


houses sole. 

Meanwhile, higher prices helped 
boost the average selling price by 8.6 
per cent to £104,000. 

Naturally, what happens with mort- 
gage interest relief and stamp duty in 
today's Budget is causing the company 
some concern, at least in the short term. 

The omens on that front are 
encouraging, given the continuing 
strength of the market and the fact 
that the expected dip caused by the 
May general election failed to 
materialise. 

But with its history, the market will 
want evidence from Crest that it has 


MFI*. At a glance 


Matter vakre. £761 .4m. share price 129p 


Five-year record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Twnowr (Em} 


/1 859.4. 
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Pre-tax profits (£m) 

15.5 

B7.8 

66.1 

58.1 

70.3 

Earrings per . 


’•>'18.0 


ftsspa 

msm 

Dividends par share (p) 

3.75 

4.0 

4.25 

4.4 

4.8 
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M etroline, the London bus op- 
erator which is driving la the 
stock market later this month 
with a value of around £35 tn, looks an 
attractive prospect. Metro! ine's manag- 
ement bought the business from Lon- 
don Transport in 1994, one of 10 such 
businesses privatised over the (last 
few years. Since then turnover has risen 
from £16m to £37m and profits have 
more than tripled to £3m. 

Most of its income is fixed and 
regulated by London Transport, which 
has awarded it five-year franchises to 
run services throughout north-west 
London. But by improving efficiency 
and cutting back on overheads Metro- 
line has been able tu significantly im- 
prove margins. It has already done must 
of the hard work and margins are un- 
likely to rise much further. That said, 
Metrolinc is winning plenty of new 
work from competitors as new routes 
come up for grabs and the London bus 
market should continue to grow steadi- 
ly if the Labour government is serious 
about endorsing public transport, lt.is 
also growing the ton line by diversifying 
into new areas such as providing buses 
on tourist excursions and supermarket 
shopping trips. 

Acquisitions should follow quickly af- 
ter the flotation. It is raising up to £5m 
to pay off debts and give it the financial 
fire power to make purchases, Thrgels 
include the host of small bus companies 
in and around London. 

Metroline forecasts profits of at 
least £4m for the year to this October. 
Analysts reckon the shares will be 
priced on a prospective price-earnings 
ratio of between 10 ana 1 1. That puts 
the stock on at least a 2(1 per cent dis- 
count to rivals such as FirstBus or 
Stagecoach. 

Bid speculation is also likely to add 
spice to the share price. Metrolinc is 
believed to have had informal takeover 
talks with FinstBus. It has decided to 
go it alone but there are plenty of 
predators ready to pounce if its man- 
agers steer the wrong path. Investors 
should climb aboard 
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Agnew leads Taylor by a length for the top job at Lloyd’s 

People & Business 


So who will replace Sir David Row- 
land as chairman of Lloyd’s of 
London? A puff of white smoke is 
expected from the Lloyd's Council 
meeting in Lime Street today and 
Jonathan Agnew, former head man 
at Kkinwort Benson, is widely 
tipped for the job. Which is not to 
say that Max Taylor, chief opera- 
tions officer of Willis Corroon, is 
completely out of the running. 

Sir David Rowland was appoint- 
ed on 1 January 1993. The chair- 
man of the insurance market 
usually serves for three years. A 
firm of headhunters was commis- 
sioned this year and ended up with 


a shortlist of three - Mr Agnew, 

Mr Taylor and Adam Broadbent. a 
former director of Schraders. 

The shortlist has been handed to 
a panel set up by Lloyd's to select a 
new chairman, headed by Sir Jere- 
my Morse. This panel reports to 
Lloyd’s main council today. 

Apparently Mr Broadbent has 
dropped off the list and Mr Agnew 
is leading Mr Taylor by a length. 
Interesting that two of the candi- 
dates should be former corporate 
finance men. Mr Broadbent did 
much to build Schraders’ depart- 
ment before he retired from the 
merchant bank two years ago. 


He also played a huge role in 
m akin g the Schrodeis’ connection 
with Wertheim in New York work, 
and is looked upon in the Gty as 
“well-respected, active and ener- 
getic”. He is a director of Carclo 
Engineering of Sheffield, a special- 
ist maker of wire and cabling. 

Mr Agnew is also a former cor- 
porate financier who reached the 
top at Kleinwort before it was swal- 
lowed by Dresdner Bank. An old 
boy of Eton, the Sorbonne and 


Trinity, Cambridge, Mr Agnew 
worked on The Economist , in Hill 
Samuel and in Morgan Stanley, as 
well as Kleinwort and his own fi- 
nancial consultancy, JGW Agnew. 

Now Mr Agnew is chairman of 
Limit, the largest corporate in- 
vestor in Lloyd’s, which recently 
acquired two of Lloyd’s largest 
manag ing agencies, Backside and 
Janson Green. Which helps explain 
why he is the favourite for the 
Lloyd’s chairmanship. 


Skip this paragraph if you’re squea- 
mish. Hie national symbol of South 
Africa is the springbok, a deer-like 
animal . Tourist shops in South 
Africa sell springbok skins. Follow- 
ing last Saturday’s Test series victo- 
ry by the British Lions over the 
Springbok rugby team, visiting 
British fans have taken to buying 
springbok skins and wearing them 
as a symbol of triumph, 1 am told. 
Gives a whole new meaning to the 
phrase “skinned alive". 


Barclays Bank’s investment bank- 
ing arm. BZW, has promoted 
Graeme White from managing di- 


rector, BZW Private Equity UK. to 
head of BZW Private Equity fol- 
lowing the retirement of Enrol 
Bishop. 

Mr Bishop had his retirement 
bash on Monday, having been with 
the firm since 1981. 

Mr White, 44, wfl] take over re- 
sponsibility for the operation 
world-wide, including France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Hong Kong and the 
US. BZWs specialist infrastructure 
team, which will establish an equity 
fund for investing in UK projects, 
will also report to him. 
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John Willcock 


Favourite: Jonathan Agnew 
is chairman of Limit 



Creating a successful business 
doesn’t have to mean creating a 
big business. At Internee Dial, 
were here to help small 
businesses harness the power of 
the Internet. To find smarter and 
more satisfying ways of working. 
To explore new markets and new 
ways of doing business. So if you 
want to be a successful small fish, 
not a beached, whale, we should 
talk. Subscribe by September 1, 
1997 for our special low rate of 
£7.50 per month for an 
individual dial-up service, and 
save our £20 registration fee too. 
Call free, seven days a week, 
to find, 
out mote. 



FreeCall 0500 200 980 
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A crazy day as Footsie scores second-biggest gain 
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It was, by general consent, the 
praziest day the stock market 
has experienced for years. For 
no obvious reason Footsie 
took off, scoring its second 
biggest gain in its 13 years 
existence. 

It. ail started with swirling 
stories that a bid for National 
West min ster Bank was about 
to materialise. Then the fixtures 
market soared, propelling the 
cash market higher. 

Suddenly there were whis- 
pers the boys in dark glasses in 
the futures pit had got a whiff 
of at least some of the contents 
of Gordon Brown's Budget. 
And, ran the yam, the market 
had little to fear, with much of 
the pain due to be infli ct art cm 
the consumer. 

Hopes that US interest rates 
would remain unchanged »nH 
a firm Government stocks 
market were other favourable 
influences. 

With many market makers 
having decided to remain short 


of stock ahead of the Budget 
the sudden futures-led activi- 
ty caught them on the bop. 
Their scramble for cover sent 
Footsie rocketing, with £24.4bn 
added to company values. The 
index gained a staggering 123.7 
points to 4,7283; it was the 
biggest jump since the turmoil 
of the 1987 crash although m 
percentage terms it lagged 
behind the ERM upsurge in 
1992. 

The index is now 543 below 

its dosing peak, hit last month. 

Turnover was modest, un- 
derlining the technical nature 
of the upsurge. And the sup- 
porting indices were left limp- 
ing lamely behind. The FTSE 
250 index gained a mundane 
21.2 points and the FTSE 
Small Cap managed to record 
a miserable 0.4 gain. 

Many market men were be- 
mused by the Footsie charge. 
“It’s bloody crazy, the market 
has lost touch with reality.” said 
one. 
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The NaiWfest story at one 
tune had the bank leading the 
Footsie leader board. The 
shares were up 47p; they dosed 
42p higher at 8493p m rela- 
tively busy trading. Com- 
merzbank. the German group, 
was put forward as the new 
favourite to strike, although its 
bid candidature was dismissed 
by most observers. 

The NatWest display in- 
spired other financials and 
with monev shares now such a 
powerful Footsie influence the 
index was already on a roll 
when the futures activity ex- 
ploded. At the end of trading 
the September futures were 
showipg a hefty premium to the 
cash index. 


Lloyds TSB was top of the 
blue-chip pile with a 393p gain 
to 6553p. Bank of Scottand. up 
22p to 406p. and HSBC 86p to 
1 ,934.5 p. were among the 
others in the money. 

Utilities were strong on the 

unexpectedly benign approach 
of Margaret'Bedcett, President 
of the Board of Trade, and 
stories that Mr Brown’s wind- 
fall tax would not be too oner- 
ous. ScottishFoiwer glowed 22p 
to 413p and Thames Water 
flowed 34_5p to 728p. 

BSkyB led the motley col- 
lection of out-of-favour blue 
chips with an Up fall to 429p. 
Lucas Varity, undertaking a 1 3 
million share buyback at 2B5p, 
was another to miss the fun, off 


33p to 2043p. HSUsdown 
Holdings, the food and furni- 
ture group, fell 5p to IMp. It 
is meeting analysts and ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett quickly 
cut its profits forecast by £10m 
to £ 160 m- _ _ 

Perkins Foods held at 815p 
after Henderson Crosthwaite 
said buy. Iceland, the frozen 
food chain, hardened S3p to 
R7p; NatWest Securities lifted 
this rear's profit forecast by 
£5m’to £54m and next by 
£llm io£60m. 

British Borneo Petroleum 
Syndicate rose 27-5p to I,445p, 
with HSBC said to be making 
positive noises. 

Amersham International s 
Norwegian merge r prom pted 
an873pgain to ],6&23p. It en- 
couraged thoughts of more 
industry deals, with Biocom- 
patibles International mov- 
ing 46p ahead to 13473p. 

Results left MFI Furniture 
off 6p at 129p; IOC Interna- 
tional, an optics electronic 


company, suffered the days 
biggest fall, nearly halving to 
673p after warning of a pos- 
sib j e loss this year. In March 
the shares were 1783p. 
fWish National Investment 

CoToffSp to 259p, confirmed 

hhadtakena29.jpercttiiin- 
terest in Italian football club 
Vicenza* Bahamas-based raul- 
ri-minionaire Joseph Lewis, 
whohasZSpercentofGlasgtw 
Ranges, connols ENIC. 

Fans returned from 
suspension after its failure to 
take over Coalite, 4ip lower 
at 7-5p and Consolidated Coal 
was cut 5p to 73p following dis- 
closures of more mining prob- 
lems and plans to make a 
£l3m rights issue. 

iwfflt Iwm was 03p lower 
ai 2843a The shares rauied 22p 
after the company said u knew 

of no reason for the recent share 

weakness. Earlier this month 
they were above 30Op. 

EFT jumped 38p to I723p 
on the Bank of Scotland bid. 


□Shares of Acorn, the com- 
puter group, are weak, fa llin g 
14p to 1733p yesterday *n 
active trading. There are sug- 
gestions Olivetti, the Italian 
group, is planning to sell 
more shares through the 
Lehman Brothers investment 
bouse. The Italians, who have 
been selling assets to cut 
debts, once controlled Acorn. 
They have gradually reduced 
their involvement and earlier 
this year Lehman sold shares 
lo 20 Institutions at around 
190p. In its last year Acorn 
cut losses from XI 2 - 6m to 
£63 m. Its shares topped 300p 
last year. 

□Bridport-Gundiy, once 
famed for its fishing nets, is 
continuing to sell its tradi- 
tional operations to concen- 
trate on aviation products. It 
is selling a twine maker and a 
fishing net operation Tor 
around £2. 7m. The shares 
rose 17p to 1163p. 
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well as a database of 3-5 million securities and fundamental data 
on quoted companies. 


Par more information contact Andrew Hunt cm +44 171 825 8420. or er re d; mfotaftcom 
For free samples of our services, visil our website: hnptf *ww infoitcanv 


FT 


owFH7«to 

LKSrffk'DBB 

_l.5raJaCa.to 

aBaacttMU^a-Ud 

BWjl 


ii «: 


iifcwa 'nr. 

C A Bnarca MCI 

FAJiEaaegrDc 


■AAnraaSifCP* 
iM3> 



3*0* 99*1 27 

*1200 1*830 13 

40B2 513* 07C7 
ux cp pr 
mrj 130*1 Iff 
84? 1*125 IS 
11* Ji 17754 ^B! 

■US '=-5C TV 

(tounlMU 

157 ta 

tonMl 

... eta (X tremim 
B8798 '208 '( 2X totwVM 
yrn ZE438 4 38 1 £nM*C 

riB7 2273a ex ■ JcoiBuai 
m-0 *.«TT dis* , J*c*n 

*33 71 nx '13 itawIMi 
*87 0* 117!' 3X • MnIFIM 
TT-T ffX 5X 

CX ■' tonOnW 


IMEetoMncto 
MMWTdatiaU _ 

UkEcnaGwto SCn »*5 

LKEawyGaiM! 8*03 680* 

SCtlaiKkK 3730 3*80 

3MtL»aCaito *0*5 «*» 

*M«a« 804* 7372 

FyDflcBAW <dn *973 

j am to are 

Erato to KD' 72*7 


131 

417 

417 


am 

B4B 

OX 

02 * 



ISJtC 14(74 

52U* tans 
ns* cu 
K»4i KU7 
4079 *0« 

15751 reas* 

10893 71989 
9048 9*10 
1ZT99 OBff 
Ud 

IBU 78B0 
BLM. 0710 
0*19 47U 
3323 95*0 
■031 1909 
0740 7130 
8998 9*0* 

E0 880* 

HU 1*75 c*g 

2940 2907 1 08 

3040 2K0 CIS 
auzf ear 


3B1 

SKI 5934 
880 9 8800 
13983 1*702 
tan 38830 
11(3 311? 

MIX 2180 
ess? rare 
7397 71 n 
itar in? 

1307 079 
4899 *818 
JBBO 53*0 
991 3888 
37*8 34*8 
2181 2315 019* 
7917 2805 19* 

8038 1098 05 BB 

(Aeon um ina nu in 

tiw >— wift<lTKH“ -ir"** 

End. (72TE1 11120 187 

«PMm 322 7 2378 BW 

FkbS K8> 1707 BOO 

Malond 5530 8088 50* 

Emm, 17*5 ,809 077 

hftdfbxova Iff-t 133 7 0*3* 

KSa 1775 nag on 

CM 04-35 1MB dZM 


CJ7 
02* 
137 
U* 
383 
390 
COB 
000 | 


UKludcgC 

(Naina 

PypaBontadEoMr 


8390 0800 


i FyStoWltoM »72 9099 
18MlJhal( 


laJCiitolWlWoreUd 


_ JUT 

ranpaan 

Hganoiwi 


089 


090 


113 


SMU0<*l 
BA LA* MS OK 
UEnnnBCM 
WtiM'iltoB 

Empaan 

Umi&QH - 

‘Eps“"E?is 

jnanGnto 7790 t»5 

2575 2739 _ 

SS^ si « 

to) Grown JB2* 303 

atJaMeinmUIOreMUd 
EwEaHMC ITU IB* 

FiEtoto _ O}0 *7 

07 ban Frog tac 4600 S*J 

OTBoSSto 7W7 M09 

Growhlnc 77M Wl* 

Qpa8l to 1TB? <800 

‘ *S70* 404* 


ito d M i 

NafiMMdcan 


EMO* _ 
MffaCoiM 
SanMCoata 
UKGaAPc 
lATGrowSto 
UK km* 
nMWMGnwh 
LIB |K£Mta*IM 
097 l EtnpMi Erenpi 


aia 2880 

81.13 (003 000 

3008 4,50 347 

3*37 3097 9-01 

(8890 17090 24* 

9*58 5(97 09* 

37*0 3070 01 ff 
*143 4*® 198 

7308 7779 
9*47 

»90 8*11 
40 B3 9020 


20 * 

20 * 

0291 

019 


BSUBBm a 


M* 

«pw_. — 
Japan ffmw 
■*n»l<u3 
PjrDOto 
PcrtBTOto 


o! 

'3WTOMS 1*181 ElOTP 7790 7164 

■re Lid 


BlLSXOfl liwn 
Cfl lAcsuwi 

ukGwom 

Ooltoun* 

TwAW-Cot. 

Do itoumi 
JapW 
Do itoumi 
Euroou* Grown 
09 ■ town) 

FacAc ton Wn 
□oitourai 

D:- Itoom'i 

Jwattin Coi me 
Do itoumi 
mg 'jemaa Cwa 
CU LAcopai 
CrEllF+WW 
ttJitouni 
Unqn p^io nc 


)H 12 I mss 132 

T92C6 30007 TJ3 

111 *0 11(0* <C6S 

1*269 12700 2«S 

,«ii 17303 C-37 

187 73 IffSu 037 

W« 5071 OX 

8* *4 5071 OM 

iffjs an i s am 

199 K 207*8 ooo 


C jp Gw h kic me 
iJeasn Ltiuw 
'. Ocr Cap ftna me kM 

|r> kp 

FP Aina 3<rA Cos 
fp Asan Oown 

itounUMI) 
FFAutUan 
lAcaanUncd 
FF6siv 
WcoenUraa) 

FPAIfi h 


IDijAaajnii 


iesjc 17(39 nao 
6266 (027 rflif 
ID' 77 ItkLDI 197 

11901 12397 ODD 
iri27 ooo 

191 11 IIS 07 0000 
'I' X 19929 OOO 
10*11 107 07(4 

'2*01 1293* 78* 

6u*3 (294 Iff 
DIE 65 65 iff 


■tour Unto 
Fr mown 
rtonnunasl 
FP Pac Bun Aram 
FPtoccm* 
ItorenUnksi 
FPjApSmCoiAeeuni 
FFMonWyUW 


Suras* IM T« Nanapmanl IM 

snonDamusm M78 55(1 (M 

OSIMUmgnUd 

Eirwr 1970 XB5 0103 

UKGrown 2*22 - 

L'AhKTO IWfl 1737 

Canada LI* Unit Trad Harare LH 
CswaflwiD* £6i 27*9 

5Ii2 541 0 


On Gan Aran 
Oahoar* D« 
ivrokam 
39GS 5F"Mim 
tci'>o-rti Un*6 
On BMn 
GomJCroiAh 
Oj Noiw ajnacon 
CoFfEau 
Do LP> Soai*. Gas 
TnEimman 
Co jjctpKi* Grown 
DE'“ Tfirnn* 


OeBMrcad 


^^nU^rtUnfcTBBrae^UI 

T™3>n 4.3*11 3*9 m 2WM 


Itoun Ltus) 
Eiowanku: 
iKaarniLfiKU 
japjniGan 
i.touni LMij 
vnaSoiCj* 
itoamunai 
Grown 
rtoun unui 
rnosau 9 Gra*7i 
Ctoaa ijrnsi 
HjPfrJfi .iwnPno 
lAeaamktti: 
EanuiSc 
[Aram ijiwii 
E nreiAM 
“or’lntd 
Itoim mw 


•na Can Own 

mi Grown 
yHKhkK me 
yMpjrinito 



Fao Liuaia 

F« in CM to 
P arana* me 
Sr“rtwimto 
*0*401 sn 
U, & Duumasi 


craura^ua snJVMJMiaBare 

naavunroifni roea 


Eput, mceeni 
E-3UO m&Mna Ace 
UfvpGd 
L2fipG^ to 
fiArrolwf meemo Pkja 
Fn*we«u Share . 
FraKnra TJ»« to 


VuEMCoa 
SraEuiCwto 
i.i(80*naai 

UKiGawrilto 

URGmei 


E.jra» Grosroi 

c ^ <T— m tn iltpwn 

GteaieM 

■intuABOrtlto 

jaasnCiewin 

jtwiAreGnti 

Onenu* GroM* 1 

vJakSmM ‘jg? * ? n 



03% l MalftmncEc 
MS j HBHJI. 

. 1*7M 
Off AtnaOwmto 
038 &pf 
om l Opr 
C93 ; Oncnonn 

042 ( DaOUBito 

B *2 1 Eumong Hatal 

Off l fcoroaoWTito 


11780 1212* 
3*53 9500 
11127 11477 


122 

13* 

036 


i to 


000 

2<S 

2*5 

200 

200 


1*00 1*31 
4*00 *966 
*729 4**7 

ac* 3i2: 

1B3Q 192a 

HIS 274? 

E' 3J'i 
3194 3418 A (7 
Z££ ff30 dll] 
I'M 1100 0043 
*2 10 44 62 000 

5fS ^ 


12960 IJT-rte 
€1703 «40 
11*290 121500 
SIB U S52U 
7B620 (IT IQ 
1375001*33 00 
iniflo, re< no 
i*o?o i«aa sips 

'7990 19140 Iff 


Cnanma IM Tiual aanaBoaod LU 

CroBTOMC-jaeM 109*2 lltfi 

•martan F.3rtn<j mm rtBjr 

Eucpwtoifefia 15' 37 1(60* 

Pcroeuo B a ktjb 

f jsie FttJocc ip, ;* itti- 

WfM 'Wlff >fJ2S 

UK Etjttv 4 BcttI <232 8*05 

dwtew Umfiot UetiTrea Ibra^wa Ltd 


<SBSF* m vr*a 

Sen 5S5CV35 

CuagtFiPid... ?iSW 


FT 




FINANCLAL TIMES 
Information 



FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne GHliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 


JapMOroMBto 


Shod H0, TWO I 
H^dllSiTMI. 
Mood toe 0 GO l 

ufgicllMJ 


BT7MBM01O 
10046 11403 
5078 8037 
7400 7001 
2908 31*1 
310* 3*09 _ 
2*37 at) dCff 
«Bff 13300 KLH 
'5001 18007 0005 
10033 10035 OHO 
3707 3925 US7S 
4097 8240 0075 
123*0 13123 077 

MI-21 107 74 
1430) 18131 
»IB 10591 
130® 13038 
8122 8088 
6517 SU» 

1D0OZ 1 1401 
8058 7308 
111 17 11027 
4007 44 78 


381 

833 

302 

3E 

000 

059 

201 

295 

Iff 

21* 


TSBEuapMikK 


TSBGmrel 


438 

*35 

D» 

DUD 

170 

120 

027 

027 


35308 374*5 
38828 4124* 

080* 14713 
17018 18537 
101.72 18095 
IB® 17148 
ZS70B 251 OB 
4*307 48270 
»!J7 BB0B 
10501 111.1? 

40*83 *2018 
87210 9X82 
5038 6080 
'**8 14*25 ._. 

*®2* «318 d04l 
10S2910B2H <0*1 
38041 432(8 dDO* 

*1680 444.11 do 04 

TO83T 75103 007 

937*4 (8143 DOT 
18292 17240 02* 

ITO'4 TBOfflT are 

■4634 78200 Iff 
W2J, 703*1 LOS 
ole gam ore 
ttJB« 11202 073 

8273 87*1 IS 
WJS 102*1 1* 

70(0 8115 d*ff 
1D072 110® OLX 
BUB (6A1 *01 

84.83 *898 401 

■72*0 7082 ».« 

Ill 419 


1 WsSS^? ,, - , ¥!•o- u, 



3 to 


091 328.11 
38*42 27UB1 0298 
J670* 28303 333 

21723 22988 133 

DMMta IBU* ,9701 tom 

VMnratne 18*88 17*23 <CJ6 

tU-IMUv* 


1SS1 


! fsm 



UP® 1806? 3M 

... . 10607 10607 69* 

Wnatov Ikdl IM itoaiiBail Ltd 
Auaaaaan G*kl 3237 »n 
FadBeBaan 43.18 *6« a 

(BeMBom USD09331 USDOB72D d 
PanySrere 4491 *777 a 

WkaMaM* IM TiuM 80** Ud 
SnatDuG* H77 1281 

U0Ooanre8oaa U8DO0O17 uSOO*l!S! - 
oa nwt 50io mo* obt 

GAQroWk 6164 8283 

WoeraMi IfcdlTM I Hai Bi re LM 
uraaanrakManmd 6*08 (00, i.n 

Uvflufl iBMta lW (17? U47 £25 


UNIT TRUST GmDE 



Foreign Exchange Rates 


d excSvtdend 

e exit charge appfies 

when units are sold 
buy formerty 'offer 1 

sell formerly ’bid* 

x Non SIB recognised funds 


.... Jl 


X- 



STERLING 

Covntnr Spot 


1 momh 3 nuilSu 


US 

Caradi 

GBmffiy 

Franco 

a*r 

JO «*1 

ECU 

Bdgun 

Donned 


1 8582 
22888 
28854 
9 7229 
2809.7 
190-3* 
1.4704 
59960 
10986 


Naflredands 
kdaod 1.0920 
Norny 

Spffi 24391 
SMM 12815 
Swdzortord 2.4200 
Austrata* 22020 
HonoKong 128« 
UbIwm 4.1898 
NwZMand*3«4i9 
Saud AraDa E21B5 
SrtgqXBB 2-3709 


l±rz 22-33 

69+8 3B-797 

9*40 261-255 

266-257 825-799 

Ofl « 

96-97 205-291 

30-29 9642 

tdS-mjKffM-l 
277-269 8656M 

96-93 288-261 

4-3 18-12 

331-325 10,3-858 
264-24 5 962-893 
240-239 757-TAB 
106-105 320315 
94 30-20 

IB-2 ,03-46 

34-51 toe-Ki 

Z-S 2-14 

37-33 129-110 

49-W 153-141 


DOLLAR 

Spot inonffi 3 
7 000 


month* 


13804 
1.7401 
56635 
169J 4 
114.79 
1 1276 
3S9'P 
68254 
19587 
151B5 
73046 
14709 
77281 
14594 
,3279 
77*55 
25243 
14726 
3.7507 
1 <298 


3201 

3908 

196-713 

174-173 

52-51 

,4-15 

7674 

1191,5 

4942 

8-7 

147-T42 

50 

936a 

54-53 

>1 

w 

40-50 

79 

66 

w-ie 


8988 
11. ■•nd 
353-346 
d65490 
152-15’ 


22922* 
386355 
1»12T 
18-16 
■43MI9 
23-21 
296279 
161-153 
8-7 
73 15 
125-145 
31 OJ 
15-13 
5843 


D-MARK 

Snot 


05747 
0793J 
tooec 
3 J8S7 
971 --9S 
«Wt 
0*096 
206427 

3 6078 
1.1298 
03765 
4JX*.» 
845321 

4 4413 
08387 
07632 
<4513 
1*507 
0.8*63 
21535 
0621? 


OTHER SPOT RATES 

Country SterSng Dolar 


Araarera 

Austria 

Brest 

China 

Ghana 

Greeca 

mta 

Kuwait 


,8565 
203027 
17863 
13 751 B 
56362 
66062 
353303 
454 899 
5937,9 
06026 


0 9998 
133438 

1 0769 
02907 
34000 
5 (MS 
213000 
274.130 
35 6050 
03030 


Country 

N0CM 

Oman 

Pakistan 

PR4KMM 

Ponuga 

QK8T 


South AAKa 

Tamar 

UAE 


StorOne 

140990 

06388 

67 0438 

437384 

291 ESS 

60373 

989890 

7 5139 

46.1450 

80927 


Dollar 

noooo 

Q38W 

404,95 

263SB0 

175 WO 

38421 

578700 

45800 

27 SMC 

36731 


fowl im outms ugn n 8m on ma OoaxM im* "** •». W"!*** 0 ^ ^ 
agknvipntoMrnwF'wi -Ooffr rma gwM «« roMD™* 
■HV lr) rr*WV»MPC^M9’ 030033 Qfi>[l«l«FP«'"UlffA''«4<P«*« f M« 


Stamp 


Lions 


f 


4 


* ! if ;■» 

H-tT 

A-1 %| ** 

• w ■ 

:*rer.» 14 

At?) 

.’Ml* 1 ■ 

.*..*• *.v 

"A- €*■■-*“ 

. :i t< a, 

•*i. ’ 

<J^r> I 
biTjW#-| 

-7*7. «- 
.HetS 

A ■■•’.XT* 

rv'ts Sesk 


Tourist Rates 


. c Bum 
AiB8Ma£Mk*nQ 
AunmiScMkigu 
8*fi»u«nffMckl 

Canada(DoBare) 

CynnpjfiPoondat 

CarereMhlKronwl 

HaludtQiPichn) 

nreanontore) 


IS 7800 
57B800 


9Kn 
10 78*0 
31500 
8*000 


C Buy* 

FranWlFrene*) 04S» 

OftroawfiMaikaj 2 BOM 

OnPCdfOmcnnwi 4*00000 

Hong KcngtOoBM 125290 

trobnAPunt*) 10675 

Italy [Ure) J7646000 

Japan (loi) 1804000 

MPBXU4 0B?*0 


CBOja 

Now2<roMi*d(D08Bre1 2 MDO 
NanaypCfomol M 9200 
1AMbO«iiE(CUdllPl 76JSSH 
Spain (FoaaBal Z* 
SwOdWHMDOCl! 12 5700 

fiaarertOPdlfrancp) ?3»0 
TurtuayfUPl 33S060 0000 
Uroead SMoafOobni 1 8275 


Interest Rates 


UK 
B «u 
Franca 


Damn 


AOaneas 


a son 
3,0^ 
&2» 
29C% 


Grimy 

Z.50% 

1S 

fWa 

850% 

Ddcajnt 

050% 

LuntMnl 

*50% 

Decan 

500% 

Bdghaa 


Canada 


Fid Raid* 

550% 

Oncourt 

Z5CN 

Pram 

475% 

Sped 


Ccnm 

300% 

OlBOum 

2*% 

tiMJayflopo 

525% 

Swfcutind 


Denmrt 

EMkouev 

3 25% 

Saradn 

RapoiAmi 

410% 

Dacourq 

Loc«M 

100% 

na% 


_-Whh61* 

• \ 

J» i>l 
^ ; t'W**- 

ftjpre-Sid.. 

■ t*m 

■*tri w 

- 

«K.>i 
A^6. 
:"ht -■4'^t 


Bond Yields 


: n giand lose C 


Cowky Syr TWd% ioyr yttl% CoaMry Syr VMd\ ttyr yreldV 

UK 72 % 699 72 % ?.C 1 !WsMl 825 % 4 53 175 % Sid 

US 667 % Btt £ 25 % 645 Sam 

Japan i»l ’74 2 90% 153 «T 

Aucota 10£% 643 675% UO Begw, 

Oonnacy 82% *«7 (0% 568 Saodkn 

Franco 475% 450 S5C% 553 ECUGAT 

iouraaW9»C M*tAat» lk witi MahMMMMd 


7M% 5® 
625% 620 
10% 467 
710 546 
SC% 4J7 


736% 636 
675% 6JT 

>3% srs 
850%. 659 
150% 59E 


Money Market Rates 


SMrOngCOi 
Local AudwiyDaM 

Daman Idahret Dapa 
TreaiotyMa (Buyl 
DoBWCOa 
ECU Lmitad Dap 


OTapre 

7 Day 

1 Mandi 

3Mondi* 

• Mentha 

i Year 

3 6»i 

fi'l 6*4 

6% 0 1 - 

0^1 

C*i re 

r* 7 1 ! 



5*- 

i'i 


6* 

C* 

S'* 

8%i 

9 *? 

r* 

6't 

flV 


■ 




(l-l 

- 




5*6 

5 5B 

S70 

9 WE 

- 

• 

4'l 4 

4>4 AS* 

A'4 «'■ 

a-t *•■«-• 


Liffe Financial Futures.. 


‘ m, jO*. a 

‘Mr«*tbdb»ie 

f 

9J*J iBftt 

k . ii c ’ tnWM - 

tv t>m 

*+ 


Contrita 


Long GW 
German Gvt Bd 
Italian Bond 
Japan CM Bd 
3 MhStMfng 


3MHi EmBra 


3 Wh Ewroyen 


3 Mth ECU 


056,00 
FTS6 250 




fllgivCow 

EatGontt ' 

Open 


prtea 

tor day 

sntoea 

Merest 

(tel 571 

1 13-30 

114-18 

1134B 

S3881 

167607 

(Sen 97} 

101 49 

101 99 

1010 

T33298 

254445 

!iss? 


,34 70 

133-H2 

439*3 

985*8 

12416 

134.16 

12400 

643 

nil 


92.68 

9295 

92 68 

20ZST 




92 73 

92.72 

>833* 


(Sap 97) 

96 82 

9686 

9682 

112,7 

2804 77 

(OK 871 
(Sap 97) 

96 72 

S6.77 

96 71 

30638 

284703 

93.48 

9355 

9348 

33900 

117486 

(Dec97> 

93 86 

9396 

93 65 

12029 

79967 

8911 

99 11 

99,1 

20 

n‘a 


38*7 

06 53 

98.44 

16807 

6852* 



98.36 

982A 

50,1 



35.84 

95 87 

9582 


8793 


95.78 

95J83 

95 78 



(Sop 931 
(Sop 97} 

4608 a . 
46030 

48950 

4601.0 

, 1465. 

0 

62720 

7108 


Mney joins 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option..™. 


| SatOament price: 4603 doting offer price CnttlPM 1 

Series 

4550 4800 4850 4700 TOttl/VOta 

Jut 

112/71 84/93 81/121 42/153 

Aug 

143/104 112/125 89/152 67/100 


■'177/119 146/140 121/168 98/196 

Oct 

203/137 172/157 147/1B3 124/21, ,10/161 


fc'HTjp fc*» a 
’V+rfl+jp «. 
*yv. 

n- «*» -»i 

- ( Ere*l •» 

i I A* tla-'j* k *t 
• fv - » - rif, 

:^r. r .am . . 

\ C1-. ti 4k 


Commodities 


INOUSTRUU- METALS * London Metal Exriwnga 


Moon* 
tore, HQ 

,58508 

Cam 

18D7J* 

3ireha 

113816 

Mum 

(70857 

HumAlM 1*2000 

1*50® 

im 

saw 

Cocoa A 

387-42 

2*0+05 

*36(8 

12633 

Laad 

B2S-7 

«3M 

58*0 

ness 

NkM 

SB20-30 

aao-to 

2627* 

5228* 

F*» 

5*904550 

as«J48 

«f 

fKSS 

One 

,4300ff0 

11*00415 

1173* 

*2)100 


W 

»n 

Or 

"B*” 


108*1 

1 7*+l 



LHESodn chg 

775 
CC 

■*• SU5 

4. *S> 

9S 

- 7B 

. 950 

Slot* aokarrea A change fci 
« Tire 1 Jury 


PRECIOUS METALS 

pmfeAB 9 E Coin . > C 

PWkun 43800 2S2JB MaiM 360 . -217 

Pukaffan (9600 H760 BteriaSor >84 111 

Mffrwx 4.646 2.731 BdUnrdofftE W 86 

GoUEUTl 3337 201.4 BnOmisTO BZ 41 25 


t c 

337,351 203^12 
MOO 4854 
418H3J 252/382 
Mu® Led 3*3.360 207.717 
toUaaUpi 


Hugtsids 

Sow 


AGRICULTURAL, mxtotr 


Cocoa 

LIFFE Dtnm 

Jd ,132 

Sap nso 

Dec iwa 

Vot 14102 

HMkSoer 

UFFE SAonM 

AoB 32120 

Oct 31830 

Dec 31410 

Vd 1746 


CoflM 

LfFE 

Sruww 

Barter 

LIFFE 

Etom 

JU ' 

1796 

Sep 

9150 

Sap 

1797 

Nov 

83 85 

Nw 

1780 

Jan 

8555 

Vot 

8065 

Vot 

25 

IffFESMWecpi 

Whaaf 

UFFE 

EAome 

Jtai 

13d0 

Jd 

8150 

Hi 

1290 

Sop 

03.76 

Vet. 

70 

N me 

6600 

Mer 

1320 

Vot 

282 


LUTE cmww 

Not 3500 

Mar 5800 

Apr 6600 

Vd. «i 


ATA GMflOOkg 

VoL 

Soy 

Apr 2230 

Vot 407 


Otfw Softs tAffteuttwal) 

May MdrefNaOJ" stoma 

Jui Copra (1, Stoma 

Hi C ownffW) USewWD 

onq Wool AwrWq 

Aug Rttr UcenMQ 

eegfiit: 8DUBNEC ■ rar* a*gki ■ 


ConJ 

aMT# CsnammtKi 

HUn Son 

J ul 2462M40 3*6 

Sop 237JO-232J5 2373 

Dac 233-23175 237 50 

Soufco 06 


10900 Jtd 

1150 jit 

7157 irq 

unq Jui 

25750 unq 


Soya on FL'tOOhg TO«75 

Cocore* CM (t) Sflomo 6500 

SurdtomrQBo atoms unq 

R4MMad0i| FL' 100kg 10475 

GrauaduQj Stone unq 


> —N Emp*. bun: fflAgnawn—fi 


ENERGY 
Brent Crada 


WE 130pm *chg Yrago WE 

Aug 1668 +<U6 Jd 

Sop ,6 70 +027 Aup 

Oa 1091 +02* Sep 

Vd 38102 IndK 1641 Vd 
Unci UQpm preraui Bay Ylmr igapdra 


(5/tom*) WT1 
OlOM ’Chg 
18625 +150 Aug 
16650 +,25 Sep 
187 7B +12S qq 

5571 Not 


Produeret (Stowe) 

Spa SpOl E3F Nom WasiEuiCp* 


2010 PremLWeadM 
27.70 Napim 
20086 ECCdPO* 

2005 Fuel 01 


l 841 SO 
fH/173 

1897170 

81® 


wioa mmaqm la iiiWl Boren, CBFLmOaA Oi km, T(pr- one. 


COMMODITY INDICES 
•GSCUndCM 


Bam dm +Spa May Chg 


M« 1370-100 

Agrtoaud I970-i00 

Enwgy 1963-100 

Maori Matos 1977-100 

UvHUdt 1970=100 


Prednus Metafs ,973-ioa *»« 

Sara Ccfiflrtan.EaJislCa.tiSaiia 


186.17 +054 

224.18 -0.49 

6651 +094 

18457 +058 

192.63 +007 

Jian 


Dac 31 at %TrtMtde Taar ago %Yrchg 

21526 -1356 20S52 -1054 

231J3 -308 28(150 -2006 

8566 -£254 74 82 -11 7* 

16079 +923 185 S3 41136 

19153 +0B3 185® +166 

46364 -IM 480 71 -mJB 

ol Qaidraa Sactn 0 Co iCtom re or 30 Jun i «7 




100 Largest Insurance Funds 


Ata^EgueySv* 


toJ+yNTOcmaUKEr-JV 
*IMrtyEquAytoE«3 
ABwivuSdikiytoM 
Aged Dl*x» Ukiinon Band 
Afcd Cute Launy to 
MadDurthvGei*HMik 
MMOutaMareodto 


2307 
M6 
IKS 
16(0 
7W1B 
1 Jl! 4 

“l? 


i«5 

ITS? 

21811 


;a5 


UAGUauaMBcmdto 

USQEMcoSyBarfto 


Bid MM Off* 

7S7S46 77J1?| 

7209 
iMrw 
70200 
11017 1T0M 


* RDu '“52S' ; 


U31B 


*S5f!U- 


nSlISBag S3 
;sjs 


IMWMtGro-tll 
NdNattSacutyMga 
NMIEMM UK DUF 
Narowi UokrelSr E* r(JW4 MF 


- . ... w — ACC 

BMA Hm Manna Fund Ser 2 
BaMherei Mngd m> 83 

Cornua UanaowlSa 3 

Ksr 

Co to-^u n Eff«y I 
CPBmucei Ueonuoasid 
CanmnMI UHon UK 


69102 

OKI* 

9070 

*405 

1120 

231*5 

0179 


,2501 

U1S 

7200 

kW71 


Ndrettfi Uw UHM8 

Pial Managed 

Promnu retAM Moagid 
Piud*ramifeyUgl£a , 2 

£SI2S3Semm- 
as sssa^Saa, 

Scantb AmkaM G« T 


1 * 1 ? 


6(76 
801 7 
1076 
1322 
mo 
1*2 
1(06 
19070 
18728 
1 J 227 
EE2 I 
3666 
X 30 
J 570 
■C2SE9 
MO * 
2102 
222? 
6012 
59(6 
8370 
3703 
2802 
2104 
U &3 
ro-ni 


10,01 

m3 

iaz 

1607 

1*72 


177 


30 B 7*| 
)97 
101 3ji 
85*8 

BU 

4799| 

108* 

(287 


5501 

388? 

3012' 

K7* 

14881 


Mote* Proton waif — 

QnatAcadnvwhFreft 

GAhMHdudEqOTO 

OAProetiuaelMgdOrti 

Om Mo<«M 
GREeqfffto 
QREkeynBKnsIto 
to 


2784 

1540 

WO 


sss^sr 

SwdflnjFaal Bdemr 


3393 


ktoua 


IStrA 


GHEItoMgddto 

rSjErfuSSgrl 

vm riba pi/ ■ 
WJfe Mfld 
■nUKItoAcc 

kjto&rO 


tAurmunteemH 


sc 


Bioa 

97* 

8199 

nr? 

7401 

ms 

3462 

67(0 

PI0 


SwiAeancaEdUiy 
SuitoneiMmbaa 
Swi L8a0e«aiMd ftiWatoi 


6=82 
15003 
2320 
,81 9 
4998 
■ 9793 
OH* 


EiroUiOMuHA 

toiufcEreeyto 
5 t*i I ** UnEM to 

ani*caii3i*i»£a 


SunUateCMriMgd 

UffMLaVEaAcc 


Laga40«nent__. _ 

i*OM0QamaaiuBanaito 8(79 


igUfeteMALWUBdto 


1*108 
220 * 
wu 

<W6 
Ml 
1252* 

91*8 5^,. 

2140 *J“| 

3UJ »|1 

20*1 6 2+JWSf- 

Il»l EW*! 

1853 

«08 

nil yJi 

5*7 

4970 K*0 

SL5 


v * 0 

Ai* 2£rt| 

XtA'M x"2H 


* % * 



mi* % 


' **** —, d *4 W * e „ 



































. THE DTO EPEN DENT^wgmggp^ , 


27 



sport 


sours 


Lions’ stampede 




" Y«- 

i 


^ “ 


"'I 


‘ >r: 


«te$ 


itures 


'-;V •< « 
-V. 


~5 


Index Option 






Hr* 



CHRIS HEWETT 

reports from Johannesburg 
Northern Free State qq 

British teies 57 


*-&• '■ Lions had 

pledged to guard 
against it and they 
could not have 
been more sincere 
tn their promise, 
. . _ but the a&nost in- 
evitable slippage into end-of- 
tenn demob happiness was all 
too evident in Welkom yes- 

U. i _ • _ 


iuuucr rrom 
Northern Free State the an- 


the killer instinct that won 
t hem the Tfest series with the 
Springboks in Durban at the 
weekend was absent without 
leave. 

True, they put 10 tries 
the Free Staters but 
* leaked five in reply and con- 
ceded a record 39 points in alL 
Not even the New Zealanders 
in their pomp managed to 
dock up more than the side 
mocked and harangued as the 


worst provincial outfit in South 
Afnca; the best the All Blacks 
nave managed was a 38-point 
had m the fourth Test in Auck- 
“ad 14 years ago. 

■fran Cotton, the I -inns man- 
ager, was quick to describe the 
matdi as “unsatisfactory’', but 
not for the above reasons He 
was reacting in typically forth- 
ngbt style to what he de- 
scribed as “several stampings” 
on the heads of various team 
members - allegations vehe- 
mently denied by the North- 
erns’ hierarchy. 

Cotton also gave both bar- 
rels to the referee, Dan de VD- 
iiers, and the rock-hard nature 
of the North West Stadium 
playing surface. It might, be 
suggested, have been safer all 
round had the game been 
played on reinforced concrete. 

“It could have been dan- 
gerous out there,” Ian 
McGeechan, the coach, 
agreed. “We’ve tried to play 
the game in the right way over 
here - yon can’t play the style 

ou^^nense s^-disdpline^ 
and most of onr opponents 
have showed discipline, too. 
The only problems we've en- 


England lose Guscott 


Jeremy Gascon, the Lions* 
. match-winning hero of the sec- 
ond Tfest in South Africa, has 
withdrawn from the FnglanH 
squad for the one-off interna- 
tional against Australia. 

The Bath centre wants to re- 
turn borne to see his new-born 
daughter Shasfcia and the se- 
lectors have called up 
Northampton’s Matt Allen in 
his place for the game on 12 July 
at. Sydney Football Stadium. 

ft is the fourth change since the 


27-man squad was announced 
eight days ago. The selectors 
called up winger Jon 
SJeigbtbolme (Bath), hooker 
Richard CockeriH (Leicester) 
and centre Nick Greens! ock 
(Whsps^Iart Friday in place of in- 
juned too Adedayo Adebayo, PM 
Greening and Wffl Greenwood. 
The 23-year-old Allen has toured 
Canada and the Netherlands 
with his school team and played 
for England Under-18s in their 
junior grand slam of 1992. 


countered have been the 
games in Mpumalanga and 
here, and we’ll look at the 
video of this one to see what 
went on.” 

When Tony Underwood, the 
Newcastle wmg, matched Rob 
Wain wright’s achievement 
against Mpumalanga in the 
fourth match of the tour by 
naming in a hat-trick of tries 
in the opening 23 minutes, the 
proverbial cricket score looked 
a certainly rather than a pos- 
sibility. Indeed, a three-figure 
tally was not beyond the 
realms of the imagination 
when Simon Shaw, Neil Back 
and Kyran Bracken crashed 
over for close-range tries be- 
fore the break to send the Li- 
ons in for their oranges 43-12 
to the good. 

But a looseness and lack of 
focus seeped into the tourists’ 
collective bloodstream in the 
second half and Northerns won 
that particular 40-minute 
battle 27-24. Much of that 
recovery could be credited to 
their captain, Jane Jerling, 
who played a strong game at 
scrum-half. There were also 
thoroughly worthwhile contri- 
butions from Otto Hfegner, the 
hooker, and Stephen Nlewen- 
buyzen. a real handful of a 
middle jumper. 

There was sever the 
remotest danger of a genuine 
upset, however. Tim Stimp- 
son’s goal-kicking was once 
again up there on the Neil 
Jenkins plane - not only did he 
leave Wrikom with 27 points in 
his swagbag. but also with the 
satis&ction of beating his Welsh 
rival to the century mark for the 
tour - and with Neil Back in 
characteristically sensational 
form and Mark Regan pro- 
ducing his best 
performance of the trip up 



Free Stater Koos Heydenrich (No 4) shows his studs to the Lions’ Jason Leonard in Welkom yesterday 


there at the sharp end, defeat 
was not a viable option. 

Especially as they hit the 
ground running. Mrke Can, 
very much on his toes at stand- 
off. combined cleverly with 
Tony Diprose and Sampson to 
pave the way for Underwood's 
opener in the second minute 
and even though Nick Beal 


conceded a penalty try by 
obstructing Willie Nagel in a 
chase for the line six minutes 
later, the traffic was of the one- 
way variety. 

Northerns stemmed the tide 
in first-half injury time, 
Michael Ehrentraut capitalis- 
ing on a strong run from Wag- 
ner to score at the posts. Six 


minutes into the second peri- 
od. the hooker emerged from 
a pile of bodies with a uy of his 
own to celebrate and even 
though the Lions were still able 
to score at regular intervals, 
last-quarter tries from Alber- 
tus van Buuren and Eric Her- 
bert applied an unexpected 
sheen to the final scorelinc. 


Nodtoam FtM StatK THo* flmtfijr. Own- 
tram, waster. Van Buuren. Hertert Coo- 
venkxis Ketben 4; PwaMn Hertren 2. 
BrtttoU Wk Tries Unaemooa 3. SUM 2. 
Stonoson 2. Bach. Recm. Bracken; Con- 
versions Simpson 7: Pvna&y Simpson. 
NORTHERN FREE STATE; M QtreiWauC R 
Hannse. A ran Buuren, T de Beer, W toflel: 
E Hatred. J icacO; KAjjpewyn, 0 Wag- 

ner. B Net. K Heydemch. S Wew c rtiuvaen. 
H Kerehaw. M venter. E DdpOrt. Raptoca- 
meats: J Burma for Bvwwajl. 68t A fauctv 
for Detport 75. 

BRITISH ISLES: TstfcnpMa (NmcasUo and 
En&arefl; TStaager (Hawick ana Scotland). 


Photograph: David Rogers,/ Ailsport 


A Bateman (Ridmund ana Waira. N Bawl 
t Northampton and Englandl, T Undomeod 
i Newcastle and Enflandi. M Can (Bath and 
Enftandi.K Bracken (Saracens am Cngandi. 
J Leonard (Hrtoqura and England, caofi. 
M Refan (Bristol and Engandi, D Votutg 
{Contit and W.desi. N Redman iBam and 
En0andi. S Shaw iWasps and Enflandi. R 
Wafawrigm itVacomans and Scottanai, A 
Dtprms (Saiacons and Errand i. N Back 
iLetcracr and Engandi. n a p l aca raa nti: 0 
W w iintree ancestor and En0ana> tor 
Leonard, h-L A H ealey iLocestet and Eng- 
land! (oi Bracken. 54. 

Referee; (> de Vdnere (Western framed. 


Hackney joins Moseley as second wing in week leaves Leicester 


Moseley have signed the Eng- 
land A winger Steve Hackney 
from Leicester. Hackney, 29, 
has scored 86 tries in 152 first- 
team appearances after joining 
Leicester from Nottingham six 
years ago. It means the Pilk- 
rngton Cup holders have now 
lost their two most experi- _ 
enced wingers in a week fol- 
lowing the departure of Rory 
Undeiwood. 


Moseley hope Hackney will 
form an attacking wing part- 
nership with former Irish in- 
temanoaal Darragh CTMabony, 
who was their leading tiy-scor- 
er last season. Hackney, who 
previously played for West 
Hartlepool and Loughborough 1 
University, has joined the Sec- 
ond Dwisaxidnb on a four-year 
fulltime contract. 

Andrew Mehrtens, an im- 


portant member of New 
Zealand's BLe disloe Cup and 
TH-na lions campaign, is a 
doubtful starter for Saturday’s 
Test against Australia. Mehrtens 
withdrew half-way through the 
All Blacks’ first training session 
yesterday. ' V 

Mehrtens. who has been re- 
cuperating from a hamstring 
strain suffered against Fiji on 14 

June, felt his muscles tighten 


and he was replaced at ou fade- 


in the two-Tfest series against 
Argentina and will be slotted 
into the pivotal role again on 
Saturday should Mehrtens’ 
problems persist 
“Carlos had been told quite 
dearly from last Sunday that 
there was a possibility the in- 
jury wouldn't be right because 


you can’t judge those things 
until you start working,” the 
All Blacks coach, John Hart 
said. 

“He’s in Tfest mode anyway, 
so I have no worries there. 
He’s played very well and I've 
got no doubt he can do the job 
for us. It’s just that Andrew was 
the incumbent and deserved the 
opportunity." 

The selectors will wait as 


long as possible before scratch- 
ing Mehrtens' name from the 
team list, with Hart saying his 
chances of playing were 50-50. 

The next two matches will 
double as Tri-nations Tests, in 
Melbourne on 26 July and 
Dunedin, New Zealand on 16 
August In between the All 
Blacks meet South Africa in Jo- 
hannesburg on 19 July and 
Auckland on 9 August 
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■ EuroViva 33.6K Fax/Data/Voice Modem 
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■ ATX Tower Case: 5 External & 3 Internal Drive Bays 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS® Windows 95, MS IntelliMouse 

■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Plus 

■ 3 Year limited Warranty 

£1599 (£1912.90 inc. VAT & Delivery) 
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Hull discipline two 
Australian players 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Hull, who have signed two new 
overseas players with an eye to 
next season in Super League, 
have fined two of their existing 
ones for missing training. 

The club, on the verge of the 
First Division Championship, 
paid Workington Tbwn £10,000 
for the New Zealanders, Brad 
Hepi and Logan Campbell just 
before the transfer deadline. 

Hepi could make his debut at 
Huddersfield on Saturday, in 
the match Hull need to win to 
clinch promotion, whilst Camp- 
bell needs a new work permit 
before he can play. 

As the Kiwis arrive, Hull 
have fined two of their Austra- 
lians, Glen Liddiard and Gary 
Lester, for missing a training 
session before last weekend's 
defeat by Fealhersione. The 
club believes that the two were 
in Wales, trying to arrange con- 
tracts to play rugby union this 
winter. Terita Vaikona, the pro- 
lific try -sco ring centre who 
missed the match with a knee 
injury, will be told by a specialist 
tins week whether he can play 
at Huddersfield. 

The Rugby League’s director 
of referees, Greg McCalhim, 
has warned of a sudden upsurge 
of foul play in last weekend’s 
matches. No less than nine 
players were placed on report 
by overworked referees and 
five of them have been told they 
must appear before the disci- 
plinary committee tomorrow. 

The St Helens forward 


Derek McVey is charged with 
striking an opponent, and Stu- 
art Lester of Wigan and Paul 
Forber of Salford with high 
tackles. Potentially most serious 
of all, Kelly Shelford and Nigel 
Vagana of Warrington are ac- 
cused of a two-man spear tack- 
le on Forber. 

“Wfe are extremely concerned 
about the number of cases we 
have had to review this week," 
McCaUum said. ‘'Whilst we 
wish to encourage rigorous and 
fair play, it is obvious that some 
players have returned from the 
World Dub Championship and 
exploited those principles in too 
vigorous a fashion.” 

St Helens will be without 
their forwards. Apollo Perelini 
and Dean Busby, for some 
weeks. Perelini needs an oper- 
ation on his elbow, while Bus- 

S > broke his fibula against 
Idham on Sunday. 

Salford have transfer-listed 
their Samoan forward, Lokeni 
Savelio, at his own request. 
Savelio, who complained about 
being used regularly as a sub- 
stitute and who has been listed 
at £60,000. has been left out of 
the squad to play in Paris 
tonight. 

Leeds have received a 
£400,000 grant from the Sports 
Grounds Initiative to build a 
new family stand at one end of 
their Headinglcy ground. 

Jason Robinson and Gary 
GonoUy hare been named in a 
Rest of the World side to play 
the ARLs Australian line-up in 
Brisbane on 11 July. The}- will 
miss the dob’s Super League fix- 
ture in Paris. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Cricket 

12.0 suit wAas sated 

BHIUMIC ASSURANCE COUNTY CHAMP- 
PHSW (Brat ray cr«rarfc< * i ej to r la fltran fc 
EWani»>Uiinah» e . Cl iBl ni i *i i aCiBP» v5eto- 
eram. itminMr Saarafrn * Qoucoww mre. 
htoiratnni- Here* Narttwmptoretora. Lafcra- 
te: LKttitnltt* v VMsrm. UttWgK P*d> 
v Lancashire. AiwMt Sussra v 
WoreauRlua. Frtghaaton: Warertettfare v 
Smy. 

TOUR mm Fkrt ray of threap ireolBrtttr 
ReMn0ranriM v mrean A. 

OTICR MATCH (First ctoy orttrea, 11X0 
■liiil) l rmrtir rininii l imnrif)- ii mmirr 1 T 
raeny. 

SECONDMCHUmONSnMnrt «**» 
ra i fra i ihrfnrtE PM Mn to td (seaxKijtmyar 
fora* □«*>«» v. UKraaaraiiKMnBb 

OB ufjKw nra w n sutrey. uraridi* 

Uddran * SUM. Wart ra w Rrete 
Nortnamptonriin v KM Wrawope Nannt 
Amahrt v E*#*sc Taaitons SonraMy Clan*- 
otm. B tortmtor: wonreswaWre v 
W»raJiim. T ti dMatraw;Tlonal)irevDuiBBv 

MNOR COWTES CHumONSMP (Seomd 

rayaftaw ia i raa 

mi iraaaMal rtiilniitiriiliriitirTTiiffn*- ^~n 

nock tflrrt of bra); staffer**™ * 
CHnWdeasMra. 


Football 

WORLD YOUTH QWWONSHB* SomWta* 
Repubkc of kdana v Aiusnona I930aml ral 
tocW®. MslaysiBh 

Ri^bj Leagoe 

730 uritss sated 

STONES SUPER 1EMUE: BratKoto v CcEUe- 
feRfcLoedstffbMaxrPatsSs-GetmamvSal- 
fert (7.0): SnaffieB v St Wets. 

Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: King's Lynn v Peiertnoifft 
{7.451. 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Eaton v Giasjpw 

{7.4$). ReurTUn CfianpranWkp qkB*WC 
ro Hu« v SM0K39 v SnetWO v SB** 
(7.30J. 

gpgDWDcrsnRCUPWiBnl feml—rotwllnr 
Pooto («2l vQoranoy (48) fTJOL 

Other sports 

DOWLfic Men's Home Utmawrare ana Mdi 
C ha r ra rendsw t V Wi tf . 

ROMflfW; Htrdkr Royal Rcjaca (Henrejfl. 
1BMSSMB^lUO«RVC*tfV4 MWBW 


Change to 
Interest Rates. 

With effect from the start of business 
on 2nd July 1997 the following 
Business Cheque and Deposit rates 
are applicable to the accounts set 
out below: 

Rate per Annum 

GROSS*? GROSS * 
CA.R-*.a 

Business Interest Cheque Account 

Instant Access CJ>r a uc Account 


£250,000+ 

3.40 

3.44 

£ 100,000-249,999 

3.10 

3.14 

£50.000-99,999 

2.60 

2.63 

£10.000-49,999 

2215 

2.27 

£2.000-9,999 

1.80 

1.81 

£1-1,999 

1.20 

1.21 

Schools Banking Account 


4.75 

4.84 

Capital Reserve Account 

»«■ 

£250,000+ 

S.30 

5.41 

£100,000-249,999 

5.00 

5.09 

£50,000-99, 999 

4.60 

4.6 S 

£10,000-49,999 

430 

4.37 

£2,000-9,999 

3.90 

3.96 

£1-1,999 

3.90 

3.96 

Practice Call Account s 



5.00 

5.09 

Designated Clients Account 

£100,000+ 

5.00 

5.09 

£50.000-99,999 

4.75 

4.S4 

£10.000-49,999 

4.50 

4.5S 

£2,000-9.999 

3.00 

3.03 

£1-1.999 

1.S0 

1.51 

Rw«r itiefif Cali Account 


£250.000+ 

3.80 

3.85 

£50,000-249.999 

3.60 

3.65 

£10.000-49.999 

3.25 

3.29 

£1,000-9.999 

2.95 

2.98 

£1-999 

2.70 

2.73 


00© 


We wa nt you 
to say E093 


in lore faiea air •■■■iitto IntaiMt pan! quana'if 
"Bntolca cmducum rl aiconx ua « Ihn lm« lam 
* *7 tfly* noiica ol i*qun*d w wtmalan: kna oJ 

Niumpt on amount wnMiura. 1 IAnmut> tmlalsa C2 000. 

TSB Sank plr. Vfiwa Howm Vclura Squarn. 
Sinmgnain Bi 1BZ 

TSB Bonk Scotland t* Homy Duncan HMiV. 
t SO Sinp SIWI. Edmbugb EH2 4LH 
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Good prospect Robert Croft gets his bearings at Old Trafford yesterday; where the third Test begins tomorrow 


Photograph: Clive Mason/All sport 


Croft creates an instant impression 


R obert Croft is a man 
made for Test cricket 
You can see it in the way 
he goes from complete relax- 
ation to total commitment when 
the ball is thrust into his hand. 
Some spend years trying to 
find the inner confidence that 
makes the transition from coun- 
ty to country feel natural and de- 
served. With Croft it took just 
two balls: his first to knew he be- 
longed. and one more to realise 
he wanted to stay. 

Michael Atherton, another 
more suitably geared to the 
Test arena, remembers the mo- 
ment well. “It was the final Test 
against Pakistan at The Oval last 
summer and their openers had 
j'ust put on a hundred when I 
called him up to bowi," the Eng- 
land captain recalled. “Crofiy 
was making his debuL But he 
didn’t try to hide or look apolo- 
getic about it. He just marched 
up, handed his cap to the um- 
pire and started telling me 
where he’d like his field. I was 
impressed.” 

Despite England's heavy de- 
feat Croft had bowled well on 
the ground where he had made 
his first-class debut for Glam- 
organ. seven years earlier. But 
if the figures: 2 for 1 16 from 47 
overs, looked slightly unflatter- 
ing to the untrained eye. it did 
not prevent the odd cautious eu- 
logy appearing in the press. 


Of course, it was not all that 
long ago that off-spinners were 
thought to be an endangered 
species at Test level. Batsmen- 
friendly umpires, who allowed 
blatant use of the pad, allied to 
the use of heavy bats, had re- 
duced the offie to feeding off 
crumbs. Regular sightings in 
an England sweater, especially 
after John Emburey had de- 
fected to South Africa in 19S9. 
became rare. 

Croft, however, despite his 


The Bard of Wales has put a new spin on the role of England 
offie. Derek Pringle expects his talent and character to be put 
under pressure by Australia in the third Test, starting tomorrow 


pitches that have not suited 
him, much of his success due to 


early and the drift draws them 


ruddy well-fed demeanour, in 
stamly looked the part aad wit! 


stamly looked the part aad with 
his upbeat nature has become 
one of Aiherton’s trump cards 
alongside the equally effusive 
Gough. On tour, the pair were 
inseparable, their constant ban- 
ter and high spirits causing 
David Lloyd, the England 
coach, to nickname them “The 
Children." Yet, as more than one 
England player has attested, 
all sides need boisterous and 
confident characters about (he 
dressing-room. Too much qui- 
et can make players freeze. 

But attitude alone is not a 
guarantee of survival and the 
Welshman has had to cut the 
mustard with the bail. Unless 

they can bat in the top six. a spin- 
ner cannot be carried solely as 
a defensive bowler and must 
take wickets. 

So far, the 27-year old Croft 
has punched his weight even on 


a precious ability to drift the ball 
away from the right-hander. It 
means he can beat batsmen on 
both sides of the bat: on the out- 
side with his drift, and on the in- 
side when it turns. 

Like the Australian bowler 
Tim May. who he says inspired 
him when the Aussies last 
toured here four years ago. this 
ability means he can be used to 
attack as a wicket-taking option. 
Bowling to right-handers, he sets 
his line to hit off-stump. Until 
recently, most English off-spin- 
ners packed their on-side field 
and plugged away at middle and 
leg, in the hope that they would 
bore the batsman into submis- 


into playing away from their 

naA ” With uirkplt at 7-1 R- 


pad." With 24 wickets at 25.83 
from seven Tests the ploy is 
dearly an effective one. 

Bowling has not always gone 
as swimmingly, though, and be- 
fore he changed hss grip two win- 
ters ago. one of hjs “A" team 
colleagues from 1993. described 
his bowling as “schoolboy off- 


innings. which I wasn’t achiev- 
ing, I thought I'd better do 


sion. 

The beauty of Croft’s line is 
that he always brings his slip into 
play. According to Nasser Hus- 
sain, who fields there and grate- 
fully pouches the catches, 
Croft’s drift is deadly. 


‘He just started 
telling me 
where he’d like 
the field. I was 
impressed’ 


something about it. 

“My problem was that I was 
undercutting the ball and not 
spinning it properly. So that win- 
ter I began to experiment with 
different grips. Also mv shoul- 
ders were breaking too early in 
the action, so I changed the an- 
gle of my run-up." 

With help from the former 
Glamorgan stalwarts Tom 
Cartwright and Don Shepherd, 
as well as more recent advice 
from Emburey, Croft has be- 
come a fine Test match bowler, 
although only three of his Test 
appearances have been against 
the top sides. As many point out, 
be has yet to be put under real 
pressure by someone like Mark 


Waugh, who tends to play spin 
well, and his greatest test of char- 


“Many players will play inside 
the line, expecting the ball to 


the line, expecting the ball to 
turn." Hussain reckons. “When 
it doesn't, I know Tm likely to 
be in' business, especially if 
they’ve committed themselves 


spin." But while he did tend to 
lob the ball rather than tweak it 
it was only when he was dropped 
by Glamorgan in 1994, that he 
was jolted into exploring other 
avenues. 

“Being left out came as a huge 
shock," fie said “But when I saw 
that it was down to me to win 
matches, especially in the fourth 


weD. and his greatest test of char- 
acter may come in the next few 
Tests as Australia try to move 
mountains in order to get back 
on an even footing. 

Tfo date, only his batting, so 
vital and assured with Glamor- 
gan, has disappointed. It may be 
that his mental energies are to- 
tally devoted to his bowling. 
More likely, is that one or two 


technical deficiencies arc being 
found out. After all. the lower 
order always get to face the best 
bowlers. It is one of the few 
perks a bowler has. 

A Welsh speaker, he hails 
from Hcndy, a hotbed of Welsh 
nationalism, situated half-way 
between Swansea and Uanelli. 
When asked ifthe locals had any 
problems with him playing for 
the Saes (the English), Croft 
simply chuckles, claiming he 
passes it off as the equivalent of 
playing rugby union for the 
Lions. 

Ironic or not, Croft’s cricket 
and gregarious nature have 
made him a highly popular 
man. particularly in the Princi- 
pality, where they are about to 
bestow the honour of making 
him a Bard of Wales. A 
distinction be will share with oth- 
er sportsmen like Gareth Ed- 
wards, Icuan Evans and the 
Glamorgan batsman Alan 
Jones. 

The ceremony, which entails 
wearing a long, green robe will 
take place at this year’s National 
Eisteddfod. His bardic title will 
be Robert O’r Hendy. Robert 
Droellwr (Spinner) was appar- 
ently considered, although 
Robert the Karaoke King would 
apparently be the most accurate. 

With a surname that has 
dose associations with the land, 
it is not surprising to learn that 


much of Croft’s spare time is 
spent fishing in the wilder re- 
gions. Indeed, the day before 
England gathered at Old Traf- 
ford, he was busy catching an 
eight-pound trout. A bit of a 
change, he says, from his fruit- 
less forays with Atherton in 
New Zealand, when the Eng- 
land captain caught all the fish. 
An imbalance that on one oc- 
casion saw the frustrated Croft 
tuck a seven-foot Mako shark 
into his skipper’s bed. 

Having never played cricket 
at school, he says be was lucky 
to have been brought up by par- 
ents who thrust “a cricket bat 
in one hand and a rugby ball in 
the other." But if his dreams of 
being scrum-half for Stales be- 
gan to fade, his cricket, which 
began with the Swansea Crick- 
et Club juniors, has not disap- 
pointed. and barring serious 
injury, he will surely break Jeff 
Jones's record of 15 Tfests, as the 
most capped Welshman of all 
time. 

He claims that the record has 
no bearing on his current aspi- 
rations, which Ashes aside, are 
more long term. “My ambition 
is to prove chat off-spinners 
can play Test cricket and that 
there is a happy medium be- 
tween keeping it tight and tak- 
ing wickets." Il is a flame that 
can have no better keeper than 
the Bard O’r Hendy. 


Sussex have reacted to ihvir 
poor Form this season bv giving 
increased powers to their di- 
rector of cricket. Tbny Pigott. 

Pigoti, who is also chief exec- 
utive. will lie with the team at all 
games until the end of the sea- 
son. but he denied that he will 
have the final sax’ on team selec- 
tion and that the future of the 
coach. Desmond Haynes, is in 
doubt. He said that team selec- 
tion would be curried out by the 
existing panel comprising 
Haynes, the captain Peter 
Moores and 2nd XI coach Chris 
"Waller, as well as Pigott himself. 

Pigott said his role would be 
“very much hands-on”, adding: 
“It means Peter Moores can 
concentrate cm captaincy and 
Desmond and Chris on coaching. 
There is no change in their po- 
sitions and my involvement Is 
simply to help where 1 can.” 

For todays game against 
Worcestershire at .Arundel Sus- 
sex have called up Robin Martin- 
Jcnkins, a 6ft 5in all-rounder and 
son of the cricket writer and 
broadcaster. Christopher. 

Worcestershire have offered 
a six-wcck trial to the Rotterdam 
student Bas Zuidcrcnt. who 
scored 99 for the Netherlands in 
a Nat Wes Trophy first-round lie 
at New Road last week. 

The champions Leicester- 
shire are hiring industrial hot air 
driers to gel their Grace Road 
pitch fit for the match against 
Yorkshire. Last week’s game 
with Warwickshire was washed 
out without a ball howled. 

Yorkshire have named 
teenage scam bowler Ryan Side- 
bottom, son of the old Headin- 
gtcy favourite Amic.to make his 
Championship debut. 

Durham should be meeting 
Hampshire at Chester- le- St red 
today hut the chances of play on 
the first day arc already slim, ac- 
cording to the groundsman 
Tbm Flintoft. Hampshire yes- 
terday awarded their Australian 
opener Matthew Hayden his 
county cap. 

The bottom chib, Northamp- 
tonshire, play Kent at Maid- 
stone, while Surrey, coming off 
their first Championship wm of 
the season; travel to Edgbaston 
to take on Warwickshire, who 
have to decide whether or not 
to pick wicketkeeper Keith 
Piper, who was banned for drug 
abuse from the Leicestershire 
wash-out. 

Mike Hendrick bas had bis 
contract as Ireland coach ex- 
tended for the next two years. 
The former England bowler 
guided Ireland to the semi-finals 
of the ICC Trophy in Malaysia 
and to victory over Middlesex 
in the Benson and Hedges Cup 
this season. 

The Surrey brothers. Adam 
and Ben Hollioake, have both 
been selected in an England 
squad to take part in the Hong 
Kong Sixes Tournament on 27 
and 28 September. Adam is 
named as captain with Kent’s 
Marl: Ealham the only Test 
player in the seven-man squad. 


ENGLAND SQUAD (Hong Kong Stx«*. 27- 
28 Septanbofr A i Hotfioake (Surrey, opt), 
B C HoWoafce [Surrey), A D Brown (Surrey). 
D R Brawn (Wwwtcktftre). M A Ealham 
CKenu. G D Uofi (UncasNwI. M V Warn- 
ing (Kano. 


Schuemann made to struggle 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


The triple Olympic gold medal- 
list Joehen Schuemann was 
struggling yesLerday in the 
opening races of the Swedish 
Mutch Racing World Champi- 
onships in Marstrand. 

With ihe French veteran 
Mnre PajoL in his crew’, he failed 
to score a single win in five starts 
in an event which has attracted 
most of the world’s top 10, with 
the notable exception of the 
1996 champion. Russell Courts. 

British hopes lie with Chris 


Law, who scored only two wins 
in five races despite having New 
Zealand's Murray Jones, with 
whom he worked so effectively 
at the America’s Cup warm-up 
in Auckland, as tactician. 

Law beat another Olympic 
.gold medallist, Denmark's Jes- 
per Bank, and a second Dane. 
Morten Henriksen, but baring 
been in the lead he went down 
to the Australian Peter Gflmour, 
France’s Thierry Peponnet and 
the local hero, ’Magnus Holm- 
berg. to finish the day 2-3. 

It was Holmberg who was 
heading the lists at the end of 
the day. having completed six 






races and won five of them. His 
only defeat was by Henriksen, 
and his scalps included Gflmour 
- with a Japanese America's 
Cup crew - Peponnet, Shuc- 
m nnn and Sten Mohr, the third 
Dane at the party. 

In very shirty west to north- 
west winds, the course had con- 
stantly to be realigned and the 
number of laps was increased 
from two to three as the dis- 
tance was shortened to tiy to 
avoid distortions. 

The smallest field since 1963, 
seven nations with three-boat 
teams, will contest the nine-race 
Champagne Mumm Admiral's 
Cup series starting on 31 July. 
Defenders Italy meet Great 
Britain, America, Germany. 
Australia, New Zealand and 
Scandinavia in a mixture of six 
short inshore, a short offshore 
and a Channel Race, culmi- 
nating with the 605-mile Fast- 
net Race. The British team is 
Graham Walker’s 45ft Indul- 
gence, Tony Buckingham's Easy 
Oars, and Tim Barrett's Mumm 
36. Bradamante. 


Bailey prepares for 
the real deal 


season in full bloom 


Athletics 


Donovan Bailey, the Olympic 
100 metres champion, faces a 
serious test of his form tonight 
after the hype and huge pay 
packets of this season's show- 
downs with Michael Johnson 

and Linford Christie. 

The Canadian wall find out if 
he has the sharpness to defend 
his title at next month's World 
Championships in Athens when 
he takes on a high-class field at 
the Lausanne Grand Prix. 

If the conditions arc 
favourable. Bailey's world 
record of9.S4sec, set in Atlanta, 
could be in danger. His oppo- 
nents are expected to include 
Namibia's Frankie Fredericks, 
the Olympic silver medallist, 
bronze medallist A to Boidon of 
Trinidad, as well as Christie. 
Leroy Burrell, also in the field, 
set the previous world record on 
the fast Lausanne track. 

Bailey has been cashing in on 


his Atlanta -success in the first 
part of the season After his Sim 
showdown with Johnson in 
Toronto he beat Christie in an- 
other 150m duel in Sheffield on 
Sunday. 

B alley looked very sharp de- 
spite the cold and windy con- 
ditions m Sheffield. Afterwards 
he said: “It's not the money but 
the performance that counted 
and Twas delighted with that." 

Lausanne, one of the richest 
meetings on the circuit, also 
pays huge appearance fees to 
the big names, but the result of 
tonight's race should have more 
meaning in sporting terms than 
anything that has happened so 
far this season. 

The meeting is also crucial for 
France's 200 and 400m Olympic 
champion, Marie -Jose P£rcc 
who has been struggling with 
her form. PSrec, scheduled to 
run the 200m. has said she 
would pull out of the World 
Championships if she did not 
have a better race in Lausanne. 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Stoneleigh 


Robert Smith, who won a class 
in Aachen on Sunday, claimed 
another victory in yesterday’s 
Martin Collins Jumping Com- 
petition, which was the first con- 
test for Grade A horses at this 
year’s Royal Show here. 

James Fisher, the first of 16 
into the jump-oftj had given the 
others a serious target to chase 
with a swift clear round on 
Tiptoe. He had taken a short- 
cut into the fifth jump-off fence 
and it was evident that no one 
wo aid overtake him without 
following the same route. 

John Whitaker, winner of 
the Grand Prix in Aachen on 
Virtual Village Welham. was 
riding with a sense of urgency 
when he took this short-cut on 
Barry Bug, only for the horse to 
run past the fence, incurring 
three faults. In the end Smith 
was the only one to beat Fish- 
er's time, by 0.24scc. 


Nick Skelton was in no bur- 
ry when jumping a polished 
clear round on Virtual Village 
Zalza, whose confidence mil 
have been boosted by this ex- 
cercise which left him in sixth. 

Skelton is preparing for a le- 
gal battle with Joe Haller, the 
Swiss former owner of Dollar 
GirL who claims the Briton 
owes him some of the prize- 
money be won last year. In ac- 
cordance with legal advice, 
Skelton declined to comment. 

The victorious Mighty Blue 


Smith later teamed up with his 
brother Steven for the Pet Plan 


Family Pair Relay. But this time 
Robert had a refusal while aim- 


ing for a fast time on For the 
Best, whereas John Whitaker 
went fast and faultless on Cow- 
boy Magic to win in partnership 
with his daughter, Louise. 

Results, Digest, page 31 


has been a wonderfully game 
performer for Smith, who rode 


performer for Smith, who rode 
him to a joint victory in the puis- 
sance in Rome this year when 
jumping a height of 7ft 2in. 
“You can put him in any class 
and he’ll be competitive," Smith 
said of the 1 2-year-old grey. 

Smith is enjoying an unex- 
pectedly successful season de- 
sire losing the brilliant young 
stallion Big Time, who died af- 
ter an attack of colic. His new 
mount. For the Best, bas “a fan- 
tastic jump” and could well be- 
come a top grand prix horse. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


197,788 


The gifts aggd 5 to 18 ptey- 
in^rgankget football in. the 
United States, according to 
-figures published by the 
American Tfrutft Soccer Or- 
ganization -36 per cent of 
the toital. '^ie most female- 
heavy age group is 15-16, 
with 42 per cent. 
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The seeing key. 
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The unique Navi” 1 Key on the new Nokia'^110 

sew what you want almost before you do. Call. \ 
save, send, store, edit. One key does it all. * 4 $ 

Call 0990 003110 for a leaflet Or see your 
retailer about a demo. J&tmM 
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RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


LIVE COMMENTARIES 


NOKIA 

C&tsccr rw Pwu. 


LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 

ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 


REDCAR 


FOLKESTONE 


EPSOM ( 


YARMOUTH (E) 


AIL COURSES RESULTS 



0891 261 970 

rurrv i nr it m :- t\ 


I cm cm 5«p par ekm a at tm. a man a m m 


CHEPSTOW 

JLOO: X. CLUED UP (Mr A Evara) 8-1; 2. 
Sidle Mor l«-l; 3.TMios 4-1. 10 ran. 31 
ewSrwngbaripte. 3 1 /*, IV*. IP Bans. Wefeft- 
poan. TOW £3.401 £LBO. £3.20. U30. PF: 
£86 j 30. CSF: £99.60. Trfcase £469. 13. Trio: 
£89.50. 

SLSfc 1. BOLUERO tP FfSSeyl 5-2; 2. War- 
rior King 13-?! 3- FiimbH My Lowe U.-10 
faw. 7 ran. 4. nk. u Berry. Cocherhami. Tote: 
£3,50; n.n n, £2.50. DF: £9.60. CSF: 
£10.99. NR: Prespa** 

3.00-. 1 . SO INTREPID (S Drowne) 7-1; 
2. Rune tai lbs Pasljf 13-2 tew; 3. timer 
Mtat 14-1. 13 run. 'A, nk. U Bradley. Cnep- 
Stov). Tote £8.10: £2.00. £240. £640, . 
DF: £37.60. CSF: LiZBA. Tricast: £508.35. 
TfW! £85.10. 

340 ; 3 . KING DARIUS (Dare OTtoBJ ^4 
Jt fBK a. PonU» Fortune 9-2: 3. Edna’s Gift 
9 -4 ]i tav. 7 ran. 2. 6. (H Hannon, Ee« &w- 
leifiM. Tote £2.90; £3-70. £2 00. DF: 
£6.40. CSF: fillet. 


4.00: 3L KAL1ANA U ReJdl 7-2; 2. 
Mastiarft 5-1: 3L Menpab 2-1 jt raw. fi ran. 
2-ljtteftenj*fiwnHMi*n(5tril. 3'h.stt- 
nd. (L Curum. Newmariut). Tote: £4.70; 
£1.80. £2.70. DF: £11,00. CSF: £39.04. 

4J30: 1- CUGMA m Prtoe) 9-1: 2.TOI Tat 
16-1; 3. Apache Star E l 8 ran. 5-4 (av 
Seatoe Swing (4tn}. 2,2. (G Baking, Fyflekn, 
Tote £9.60: £2.50, £330. £1.60. DF: 
£68.10. CSF: £127.65. Tricaet £854.10. 

6.00: 3L MBXA STAR (L DeOOrti 2-1 Cav. 
2. BrfcBa’s Pride 9-2: 3- Geaeraf MouK&r 
7-£ 7 ran. 1, 17. U Gosden, NwnorterJ. Mb . 
£2.60; £1.70, £2.10. OF: £4.70. CSF: £&60. 
Jacfcpot £32.472.30. 

Placepot £1.404.80. Quadpob £10550. 
Place 6: £637.77. Place 6c £208. 78. 


. HAMILTON 

23& 3. ANOTHER NIGHTMARE (Mrs C 
W® are) 6-1; 2. PttJJmp 15-2; 3 . Drop feai 
Dead* 7-2. 9 ran. 3-1 few Hi Oiy ffitb). IV*. 
Y*. iftMdKete. UemahafiMO-Tate £5-30; 
£3.70. £2^0, £1.10. DR £22.20- CSF: 
£44.08, Tncest: £164.03. Trier. £1840. 


046: 1. PAST FRANC u weavar) 6-4 (av; 
2. RWrie Auenoiy 4-1; 8 EOentier 16-1. 
Bran. 2W. rs UMams, NetyniarM]. Tote 
£2£n £130. £120. £2.60. DF: £3.10. CSF: 
£6^3. Trta £23.40. 

335: X. SOUPERFICUL iKkn TTMtrt 9-1; 
2. Stephensons Rochet 9-2 Jt raw; 3. 
leading Princess 9-2 jt tev. U ran. 1, V- 
!N TlnMer, Maton). Tote £9.80- £2.90. 
£L30. £238 DF: £1730. CSF: £44.89. Trio: 
£3030. 

3-45: 1. CANADIAN FANTASY (J Ww- 
tel 7-2; 2. WHtm General 7-1; 1 Sar- 
matlon 3-1- 8 ran. 11-4 tev Principal Bey 
<5th), sn-rid. Vfc IM Johnston, Mtedteham). 
Tot*: £4^0; £2.00, £2.40. £1,40. DF; 
£10.90. CSF; £24.12. Tncast £72-63. Trio: 
£25.20. 

406: 1, MONACO GOLD © Mfogftf 2-1 
tor. 2. Maim Moon 12-1; 3. PnBgam 9-2. 
9 ran. 1>*. 4. (Mn M Reratey, Saltbum). Tote 
£3.00: £1.10. £2-60. £130. DF; £30 60- 
CSF; £24.70. Trifle £42-10. 


*.45; 1. IHUJMOON IT WMiarral 3-1; 2. 
Bette 640012 1:3. Quezon Ctty 11-10 <3v. 
6 ran. 5. U Betneti. MuMteham). rata: 
£3.70: £1-30, £2. SO. OF: £S.70. CSF: 
£3095. 

Ptscepofc £55-90. QuadpeE; £18.50. 
Piece «: £47.25. Piece 55 £22J5. 


1 - , . '"'tiwii . j. 
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■ Paul Cole's two-year- 4 >ld Ev- 
ening World was a close third in 
the Prix de la Croix des Vtoeurs 
over seven- ftirloogs at Chantilly 
yesterday. Richard Quinn’s mount 
was touched off by a short-neck 

and a short-head by Ajuk^a nnd 
Contcxte. 


1 sfli WT’ . 
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■ Con on Falls and Yorkshire 
have both been declared for the 
Gentian Derby at Hamburg on 
Sunday. 
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Pulling your weight 
can inflict a harsh 
penalty, reports 

Greg Wood 

A. jitiezy fifly almost killed Wal- 
ter Swinbum at Sba Tin 18 
months ago, but it was not 
enough to finish his career in the 
saddle. Now, though, it seems 
a &r more mundane prob- 
lem will ensure that one of the 
roost talented &nd popular jock- 
ey 8 recent years has ridden 
his last winner. 

It was in late April thatSwin- 
buru announced ne was taking 
a “sabbatical*' from race-riding 
Jo confront persistent prob- 
lems with Jus weight, a re- 
minder that the eternal conflict 
between jockeys and the scales 
does not spare the snera y y fiii 
And while he, with three Der- 
bys, an Arc and two dozen oth- 
er Group One winners to his 
name, has already accumulated 
enough memories and money to 
keep him comfortable in re- 
tirement, for many others, the 
struggle goes on. 

It isat its most bitter for the 
journeymen, who rely on riding 
fees for their liv ing, rather than 
a share of the purses from a 
handful of winners. For them, 
the relationship between 
pounds of body weight and 
pounds in the bank can be 
painfully direct They are men 
like Richard Per ham, whose 
natural weight is about nine 
stone but who can ride at Ssl 41b, 
which means, as he points out 
that TU be about 8st 21b 
stripped". 

Weight is never far from Par- 
ham's thoughts. “The first thing 
I think about when I wake up 
in the morning is whal sort of 


riders craving for success 



HI be the following day,'" be 
says. “If 1 have a light ride com- 
ing up, Fm constantly thinking 
about it It’s not an easy life. I 
try to have a bow] of bran 
flakes in the morning to keep 
the system going, and I might 
have some fruit on the way to 
the races and pick at a bit of 
meat at lunchtime. Then in the 
evening there'll be something 
sensible, like a bit of chicken or 
fish with salad." 

Such austerity is almost 
unique among professional ath- 
letes, but Perham believes his 
regime is typical of all but a for- 
tunate handful of his colleagues. 
“Generally every jockey tries to 
do lighter than they really 
should because everybody feels 
that if they can take off anoth- 
er pound or two, it might lead 
to an extra winner, a better in- 
come. Everybody craves success 
and wants to win." 

Inevitably, the effects of this 
constant vigflance and denial are 


Burden of proof: Seb Sanders is checked on the scales before going to mount up at Brighton racecourse 


not simply physical, but mental 
and emotional too. “If you are 
going without, it makes you nig- 
gfy.you bite at things you prob- 
ably shouldn't do," Perham 
says. “It doesn’t help*your 
moods at alL People say that 
jockeys have a hard life, but I 
think that their wives have a 
harder time." 

Michael Caulfield, secretary 
of the Jockeys’ Association, 
admits that “it’s a huge mental 
thing, it realty affects their do- 
mestic life. The things which 
break me most in my job are the 
injuries, and. the sight of jock- 
eys wasting day in, day out 1 
never approach a jockey who’s 
wasting, and when you see them 
coine out of the sauna boiling 
their beads off, you think, that’s 
no sort of life.” 

The sauna has been a famil- 
iar part of almost every jockey's 


life for many years, but it is at 
best a short-term answer to 
weight problems. “All you’re do- 
ing is dehydrating yourself," 
Perham say s, “and the first 
thing that happens when you 
drink anything, whether it's wa- 
ter or tea, is that it goes straight 


This will be welcome news to 
Dr Michael Turner, the Jockey 
Club's chief medical advisor, 
who is keen to stamp out some 
of the traditional, but often 
downright unhealthy, practices 
of the (note the name) weigh- 
ing room. “We’ve always been 


Breakfast "A bowl of bran flakes and some fruit* 
Lunch: *1 pick at a bit of meat" 

Dinner. *A bit of chicken, or fish with salad" ■ 


back into your body like it’s a 
sponge. You’D often hear peo- 
ple say they've taken 21b off and 
put 31b on. TWo years ago I 
would sauna every day, but 
now it’s occasional when 1 
need it A lot of jockeys are now 
doing more exercise, walking, 
jogging, going to the gym." 


concerned, which is why we 
have a dietician lecturing every 
intake of apprentices at die rid- 
ing school," he says. “It’s a 
question of education from the 
bottom upwards. The only rea- 
son you need to eat very little 
is if you haven’t got your weight 
under control, and that’s relat- 


ed to the amount of exercise you 
take. The physical exercise jock- 
eys get on horseback each day 
is actually very small maybe 30 
or 40 minutes a day. They need 
to run, cycle and swim to enable 
them to eat enough food.” 

Tinner believes that such 
desperate remedies as diuretics 
(the “pee pills" beloved of gen- 
erations of jockeys) or a finger 
down the throat are now on the 
wane. ‘All the older jockeys 
have tried diuretics or laxatives, 
and they tend to try it once and 
give ft tqj," he says. These drugs 
are not, at present, on the 
Gub's list of banned substances, 
but “every time we do a urine 
test we test for diuretics, and we 
don’t find many, whereas the 
French have huge numbers, 
and have just added them to 
their banned list. In America 
they have problems with bu- 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 

limia, but there's much evi- 
dence of it happening here." 

Perham agrees, but only to a 
point “A lot of people have 
toyed with that idea and find it 
pretty unpleasant,” he says. 
“But there are a couple who do 
it on a daily basis, and there’s 
one jockey who has to go to 
Harley Street once or twice a 
year to have his stomach refined. 
That can’t be a whole lot of fun, 
but these are the extremes that 
people will go to." 

One way or another, jockeys 
will keep pushing their weight 
as low as it can go, and then a 
little further. Punters consid- 
ering Swinbum’s disappear- 
ance from the weighing room 
when he should be m his prime 
may conclude that the Choirboy 
is mad, but there is an alterna- 
tive explanation. Maybe it was 
sanity that prevailed. 


Pilsudski backed to Eclipse Bosra Redcar abandoned 


Pilsudski was yesterday well 
backed for Saturday's Coral- 
Eclipse Slakes at Sand own. 
The sponsors cut the price of 
last year's Breeders' Cup Turf 
winner, who was runner up to 
Predappio in the Hardwkke 
Stakes at Royal Ascot last lime 
out, to 3-1 from 4-1. 

“There has been a significant 
gamble and we have laid Pil- 
sudski to lose around £50,000,” 
Coral spokesman Simon Clare 
said. “There was nothing all 
morning then suddenly they all 
came on at 1.45.” 

Bosra Sham, the 3996 1,000 


Guineas and Champion Stakes 
winner who beat Alhaarth by 
eight lengths in the Prince of 
Wales's Stakes at the Royal 
meeting last month, remains the 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: May King Mayhem 
(Folkestone 4 ^KJ) 

NB: Bina Gardens 
(Yarmouth &35) 

4-6 favourite, having delighted 
in a gallop yesterday. 

“She worked beautifully this 
morning and she is on course for 


the race,” trainer Henry Cecil 
reported. 

GodoJphin put the final piece 
in the Eclipse jigsaw yesterday 
morning by announcing Allied 
Forces a definite runner. 

Sheikh Mohammed's organ- 
isation will bid to lift the Group 
One prize for the third year run- 
ning with Royal Ascot’s Queen 
Anne Stakes winner, whose 
participation was described as 
no more than “likely” after the 
five-day declarations. 

Simon Cnsford saidf“l haefto 
talk to the owners, and it was a 


simple question of whether to 
run - and be will definitely run." 

Allied Forces, 14-1 with 
Coral, is outsider of the quin- 
tet with the sponsors to emulate 
1995 and 1996 winner Hailing. 

He will be ridden by Frankie 
Dettori, leaving the way dear 
for Willie Ryan to renew his 
partnership with Benny The 
Dip. The Derby winner’s odds 
were pushed out from 9-2 to 5-1 
by Coral who also eased Sasu- 
ru’s price to 10-1 from 8-1. 

Coral betting: 4-6 Bosra Sham, 3-1 Wsud 
s*a (4-D. SI Benny The Op 0-3, 1D-1 Sasu- 
■u IB-1), M l Alfred Forces 


due to waterlogging 


Tbday’s meeting at Redcar has 
been abandoned after recent 
heavy rain made the course un- 
raceable. 

John Gtmdffl. the clerk of the 
course, was scheduled to hold 
an inspection for 5pm yesterday 
to determine whether the card 
could go ahead. 

But, before the inspection 
was due to lake place, he re- 
ported: “The course is unfit to 
race due to persistent rain 
which has caused waterlog- 
grog" 


Rain-hit Yarmouth was yes- 
terday confident that this week’s 
two-day meeting will beat the 
weather. 

“The going is soft but there 
should be no problem at all," 
said groundsman Graham 
WaitL “We had 15.8mm of rain 
yesterday and 34J2mro on Fri- 
day but even if there is more 
rain there will be no problem. 

“The forecast is for showers 
this afternoon and evening but 
the ground will lake that." 

Results, page 28 
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HYPERION . 

&35 Ice Age 7 j 05 Fly High 735 VENI VHM Via 
(flap) &05 AHttb &35 Purist 9 l 05 Contrarie 

GOING: Soft- . , , , -rl . 

STALLS: Straight - to side; remainder - imw. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Tor 3T u» lmJtanc. 

■ Left-hand rouTN?, level and tair. » n «r,c. 

B Course teNnfuwn on Ai IB. Yaimouih saton Im. ADMIS- 
SION: Chib S12: Tbucnnlbt JULfiO; Family and coarse cnekwure 

BUNKERS) FIRST ITUS: Unshaken (vfemrrtf) <7.35L 

WINNERS IN lASTfflVWDM&NMif. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Soapdteet HU*) *m -78 mik* 
hy M Saunders fnr«i H ajnfcm. Somerset- 

I r g ' 0 c i APPRENTICE UWraSlEl'SBS 

|6a35| (CLASS G) £31)00 added Sf4^ds[2^^J 

1 501150 50NGSKT(4)(D)M Santera 4 92 .- PPMaphy g 

2 4(XHX) BEAR TO DANK MP**^ 4 *^ 

3 134X30 SWB4GCIOUOMMM4810 

B 40-500 SANS tTAMWeS (261 PCw gac 385 &Ge*«d(7) 

-fidedarN- 




HYPERION 

Z 30 Campari 3 jOO Caste! Rosseto 2 L 30 Jadk-N- 
J^^o^owitz 430 May King Mayhem aoo 

What A Fuss 

- Man* ***• 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Li* U * one total* 

■ KrfitAiind. Mattai («*- 

■r-nune htoWnf 

S3 (unrtT-)fafttvt. CABJP ABg p oxford Lad 

BUNKERED FIRST TIMB: 

I LUO), fflpytae { 1.W). Suhr i UO\, SruDcTB 

. H .301. Mdh Dmw „ _ , , .■a» t> onal4int- 

lV^>C^INlASr^ENU^ GtowFon,,,,l 1 
field nntiaiurdqr. A. X)uhuTfi.UO} 

LONG-DISTANCE 1UNNSB& MfjgJjjW Y «fcs 
*■« an mih* by R RuMiman 

msssssssssg?' 

1 006 AITOIMRWgattePPiafeMBU ^ sradwa 

J OumMUWaSU^"-- — VSbUS 

3 ■MMKHC«W£f 31 Kira® 5 

4 T Surah* 9 

5 0 JF CemU 

6 0 «rAgAN00NW"**‘l{* apen "'‘ AsnaOlMS 

7 jazz shber R „t onm i 

s 3 WWW P MS RgA) gTj 8 A y, J OTMuwr tt 

9 um£EiRurcBnw8»7 JIWW* 

10 4 wxnKM®{UJ Ma * 911 ~ 


SGTIMG: 7-4 SNaiflRCtad,5^ SoaBAMt 4-1 10409; MAqolSbch. 
Hrd, 34-1 Bear To Dance, 20-1 Snog PAodbts 

| Trie 1 SELLING STAKES (CLASS G ) Igigyi 
>■^9 £3 jQ 00 added 3YO 7f 3yds 

1 065413 FmAUE(9)mBU««o9S IBUU4B 

2 050540 WSnNCTIWt»E«ifflR»mv90 CScaA»SB 

3 000- 00U8IM-MA pea P Contra 90 JStatki 

4 0-2003 [AST CHANCE (48) D 0*00® 90 BCMrl 

5 64 FUfHlSHll«OMowBS PBtanWdB 

6 50000 FWBCAUDEnEP5}JEbrts8 9 CMto|7|S 

7 2C&00 JNG0W (35) JL Hare 89 BDo > te J!5 

8 304-20 SiDIBfT*Mireif{37)mtei89 MMfH8 

9 363343 WBOBORH (108) C »sna9 LIWlBd3 

-9dadarad- 

BET1ING: 5J Inst Cfranca, 9-3 FfrU A Una, S-l By Ugh, 1W DHtactira 
Pwam. 6-1 Wlndbam, 7-15ttiey7te IQdney, M-lIto l erad rttB , Jtafr- 
1 st, 25-1 DoNde^+B-A 

[,-A el EASTERN DARY PRESS H’CAPr^Tyl 


EASTERN DARY PRESS HCAPlCKVl 
(CLASS D) £5JOOO added im SydslSliJ 


335 S pfmmuonmGYteaAMD eis set* & is 

1MC5 UNSHAKEN 112) J Fanslora 3 9 8 

62030 DOC RWTS (5^ M Rpr 398™ J * Wri W9 

034-00 HALM* (USA) pa) LCuianSBB L»M*«1S 

B5Q22- SWSTJOI«(Z3S|MHs0n3 9T GtoterS 

loom vedMverapiMraamaE^G-^sawreZ 
050fr0 PtXISH RlMHIl (Bfl GHlittlRj 49? — D OTkxnhoe (3) 4 


U o sBiAtGefiMMCtawnBU 

n suanuoTBSmadeu jnwuta 

- 12 dectrad - 

BBTINaiMlUta Hot brad, Mta*, JaaSKW. M 

I IW« Bidy r ft-1 Cawpart. 20-1 Alto Dawn. 254 other* 

nrsri WOODCHURCH HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
3JW £3^00 added Bf ISSyda 

1 00-351 BgBROSSanpSWlfiW^MTSl P^-JI Pdrag 

2 00000 IMCHVE MW® RWm » 

I i*a» HAVAflO {2D (BN R Hnwn 3 9 4__. 

5 40WB »BlHAWtltl«HCa«V392 JBC ?JJ2 SSr 

i as ssassasKs^ss 

ii prbce am 03S c iM » 4712 .-rr: — 

15 380000 SEASMUSE(18)(C0)il8U«^B7U.--J‘**«« 

la am CAHB8EEBCACH(Z^GMn#«n3riO— ' 

I 

16 oaxe 0 BBBidODWKgy^” 

asaJ ' 7s9b ’ B3r ' 

Vat* 7S3 7Tb, »*«»««««, 

drat, 14-1 UKfcirarar, 1R-1 S - ** 1 

[350)^S^ SIAKES|tlASSe) 

3 6232C 55wJinr(lDlSMo«B6 -UH-yEM 


a 50015 WtROUI«(ZO)(Ca)DU(iTE6811 HDwS 

9 55-000 CMKACBG00K (18) P Hans 3 8 8 KM»7 

10 05000 KARWSKA (14) (Q>) M Osman 78 7 SCason m 8 

- 10 declared - 

BEmNtt 10030 Veid Vbd VM, ft-1 Ur Ranpi, 51 Ctdn^ragDOk, 13-2 
MM U0X. aa KabH ID-1 DM Ryan's, Karinsha, SK St Join, 12-1 
UiBbUmo, 3B-1 Podsh Bhyltai 

I q f vc ' l E.DlP. MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS [ ch? vJ 
°- uo l D) £4.750 added 2Y0 6f 3yds 

1 AUHBMSM90 RHUS 

2 - FB)WAflM»WHaffS40 KFWmA 

3 G&EBAANDHt C EHBln 9 0 LDattDd2 

4 E NARAMLL LAD (11) P HnAng 9 0 SDrmmS 

5 VW30 VENTURE 5 Woods 90 D^3 

E lBSW Ja«89 I orai 

BEIIWQ: 45 Mm. 4-lDKpaa, IM GnaidandM; 8-1 «tad Vratare, 0-1 
Fra Warrior, 14-1 MaraU Lad 

In ' oel E.P.P. WHAT'S ON MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,900 added lm 3f lfllyds 

1 0 Sn»OnOOK(2^KButa4 9U) 5DRMMU 

2 00 CAPSOfT UD 6 Hulibad 4 9 5 PEkw«AaU7 

3 05 AB00 H0H (2D A Ssrart 3 8 15 jGCartarll) 

4 0 CSOaBIW LIGHTS P) DCasgW? 38 12—$. GaR*d (7)1 

5 0- GnSIM.HU5(273)JG»U3812 

6 0 -a PIKSr (30) (ET) M SLtxffi 3 8 12 IWd8 


4 0 VBfiAW EZWESS (2J W G M Uma 8 B _J> Bannay B 4 

BEm)«4^ijeWiJBy ( 2-1 Veniaot 7-1 Brainy Fids, 20-1 

EnMMMnL 


LEAS HAMMCAP (CLASS E)£4j02S added 
3YO lm 7f 92yds 


1 341353 EP0TWET7) PR M CJarTOi 99 ■ — ■ KtiSaa g 

2 0-5522 WX V*iLTi'f23 P Chioae-Kyao! 9 5 DKartUaB 

3 0000 NCK0F1WEI3S JtotopBll TQ*al3 

4 ' 0-2S 2AflWBll CTO J totos 8 5 SSandmU 

5 043220 AUfiMAPD WSCHfibmsSl— — D«* mb(7)7 

$ 00043 BSQUETOE-BOUCHE (40) R DUan B 1 CRuHbG 

7 56000 M0IC0IBS QU8 (U) N Cabgm 7 13 - JT F%eraA © 10 

8 000 BWTR0SE|<8} M F-tij*y712 Atartfn toy* (3) 2 

9 00050 WBUfiYCASIlEpO)uaaslBa71D £9*"^ 

id frooi5 apoMEtancc)i»7io 

11 OOOOO WH««SraSD(w710 O SlBm gB 

12 -04546 RBffOROLAD (33) T *1143710™-. 

13 000 ft.Y*«ESPiarC3nfllto»SJnriO i(H«sy(3J9B 

-iSdectatod- 

Mrwmnei^ 7a lOfc toe 91), fAsaosftt 

9l FMad tod fia 13D. BavA 69 Tfe- 

M Wtab, 11-2 Epfr 

Hpidiis, 20-1 Cadmiy Cnstte, 33-1 Ottm 

la QO | SHADDCKHURST HANDICAP (CLASS FJ 
14-30) £3,300 added lm 4f 


7 56 VHKAUWtAI(37)U5kwK38l2 KBmUom2 

8 roiA GARDENS H Ced 3 8 7 , — - — K Fata 9 

9 03 DnmiY p) C Brttoi 3 S 7 DDoOtS 

10 0133 KWH**Hp4J D MMey3 8 7. JtMbB 

U (M3 LA CURAIIA1AL (29 G IMagg 3 8 7 N9h5 

U 4-3 LBFHTE (2D K) J Gosden 3 8 7 LDeTkatA 

-Udedarad- 

BEnwa 3-1 Purist, 3-1 Bar Santera, 8-1 KaySyafa. 11-2 UBn. S-l la 
CtraraaW, 14-1 AbM Hnai. Oyital Hto, DMnBy, 25-1 Tab ALtanL 33-1 
CapaoH, StaelAnak. «S-l CranptDB UdM* 

r Or V Efl E-DlP. best for classfeds handicap 

(CLASS D) £6^000 added lm Gf 17yds 

1 201-06 CWD11AII BUND (2D (CD) C Bnian 9 9 10 — L Dettori U- 

2 046203 S/OM HUNTB?(9) 4 98 G Carter 6 

3 -52401 CHAMWOODJ4CX(Z7) (CD)!C*ntel 4 9 5— H Meal 

4 4G333 SPY KNQU. (7) U SUM 390 1 Bate 7 , 

5 0-3062 B®«HI«SI19)SDc«v388 BDoflaB | 

8 1-0003 SUPRH* SOUND PDP HoraSB 7 KMm2 ! 

7 -00603 COMPASS POWIER (4) (W J tisoce 4 6 4 IMs9j 

8 aaio- BEULROI (BID H TarcteB 682 DBS»3 

9 5HM)0 O«I)R8rsal0KE(4(R(C0)\Vlki^6a2^Mc6laMl0 

H) 200006 AIRBAH SUN (9] M Civprco 4 7 10 F Morton* 

U 44300 HJMWWE(23)MB)w4riO HB>hdp)8 

- 11 dadnod - 

HRrinin 7a 10®. True riantaap ne^its; «hssn Sun ?a Sfr. Cwv 

jra*7X6fc 

BEnWfe4-lC«MA~Po^Mft«araM*L6.iaMalWar.tMSw 
KmO, 7-1 Oontnrto, 8-1 CballNBi tetrad. Charamod teefc, ID-1 Supnoa 
Sand, U-l Bdnl. lB-lAMcaa Sun, 20-1 ChldnoT* Cfroira 


8 00003 SADOVS BUZE (18) P LWIGi 3 8 7 ACIaASV 

9 -04000 CBHAHRA6tt(9) WMurr3BT — ^-J4artbD«yart3]9 

10 -32334 MJTCOABE HAU pS) pfi C Ofor 4 B 6 SDuKeUl 

U 00004 BR0NHAUDW(9)UnB WategJ 7 12- — ^-FNortoo7V 

12 060302 MAY KBifl UAYHD4 (E) Mre A Kaig 4 7 ID — H Mateaa (7) G 

13 00506 ASXN6(RJBenneo57 10 JOwrott 

-13 Metered - 

MHmmwridlE 7SI0IL. Trt*n4rtSwM^«^^^^J»it73iS. 
Asxng 7a 5D. 

BEIIBIG: M GkM Forran, 5d Hay KkC Mayhate, 8-1 State, hp SUV, 
13-2 NoWog Dotec, 8-1 Bitatesaorr, Toraa. 10-1 Bader's Gteza, 12-1 Ita»- 
Goraba Hal, 16-1 Cwtata Hafte, 20-1 Rnadaoed. Hawy Madten, 33-1 


1 41640 TON 

2 003® HAP 

3 05000 RHJ 

4 nun ttfl 

5 103534 TOP 

6 0003 STM 


mi (CD) (Bf) PMa)tin59 10 n Haute® 10 

itEuiiM (44) G i'mlr 498 — RPberecfttma 

MED (48) S Dn*4 9 7 RPartoalS 

PORUMranLMortaoteMIB94 DHo&raJS 

BfPDCBman390 - nflffCBaaar4 

UfflH(&*V3812 CftTHar22B 

«DCMQ(S)WW»»«88a 


ReTwT TCNTEHD0I HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added tin If M9yds 

1 JQ0021 DE6RffidflSCMIore4ioa JTExraS 

2 002303 AinCANfMDtlDDHBV0A)anes59ir Aaa*8 

3 -15602 MWAFUS5(ti)BHar4uy4912 RMBaRlD 

4 34000 BARANOV (58) DUURwSnm 4911 — D Harmon 4 

5 403012 AfSAMaJ£U(M)WDCaenw699 Rlfadwal 

6 206 MWmsnMW>MWGUI 1 teW496-J>aaara*y®3 

7 0XOO KHABAR(BS) RBas*nan494 H Bacthui H ll 

8 013O34 ZAMAlfiC (USA) (U) (0) 6 Amt 3 8 11 . — Daoa0flMi9 

9 05422 JONA HOILET [4} G L Mocg 4 fl 11 ..C Bear 15 

U) &0000 SUtiKA DANCER US) S 4 86 MtaAnl3B 

11 85003 B M CSnB0L»(D)MB8waadfi8S 

12 55505 BAniE CB0UHD p) N Catejjtan 3 8 5 — RRaodi{5)U 

13 000 DOIBWE(WGlra*38S NAdnB 

14 COOOl fiRAW HOTEL UD P Hans 3 S 4 PHortaa7 

15 405564 HAOSTWFWWgfflHarM 492 RS*»*»(7) 2 

BETTING: M loaa HoOtj, 81 AM A Para. M find HaM. IM AnanL 
MDa#WL*- lz > na *AL ^lAllIaeteNt Rude Mia ftsraA 

15-l^n P-d, * 7 %to Sbrad. 20-1 Brerara, Rate. 281 toyraara, 
33-1 StMto Dw® 



GOING Baft (Good lo Sulk li porrs j 
STALLS* Bt * «Ndt l»U- ctmw. rrreiondrT - n*4V 
MAW ADVANTAGE: Um bn U<r UT4 Tt 

■ Left-hand raunre. hharv anl unluLdaiK 

H Rarccorara \» ^ - l r . nvilo fnmi Da- mme ,<1 Londna. Thny *»~ 

WWgerwTBCCiHBy. EpwteilirairafnimLteuinaanil Waiwlno) araltfiP ntanr E p- 

AWB3SKW: 

OortM Stwd S10 ( UMp -*1var-oWs S 1 j j; i iruHhUnd k PaddM k i TO (Siwlwdjr 8.0; 
tiwodrJe EndoaireijtoTon^ank-dD^kT.ltV, (m-all m-Vnam). CAR PARR Pttv. 

■ LSAIMNG TRAINERS WITH SrNNEBS: 1 nmm _ | r. mnwr* Irom l ai MWO 
jJ*sa*qn**rt»M ll- r A4ndahrt.i.ii»5i tael lair nT5oriin-.R Atataw*- II 
ream, *0 ramus, MJ™. +51 93. J Dnla|t-H waunv. JO rvannv. lD.INL -SKA r »: 
lard py»d»g<n a - « ra nn«T«. nianm. Vi.sra, -rii!.*#?. 

■UBUUNG 40CKBTS: Pu Eddery - jo wue, iw J'i.n#, 4(7- 3H L DfUari - 

14«riM,88f1dre,Ift9A«.-lftOI,HSobi-rla-|:iwiiw,7Jndo>. IS VM. +S 1 USt.SSteteteni 

- 1 1 wtna, 60 rtric*. ii. 0 %, tSSsai, 

BLDUSHUBO W yTO K jHre SctauUm iS^Oi: Bock. Falraai nrnnt 7 JO). 
mfULTffl IM IHK lA'rrSFITM ?I1 VC> Vt 1 nKVivrti mniWVM* Cm 


OOft] bUf- TOTtNHAM MAX36N STAKES (CLASS D) £4J550 addad 
2V0 or 

1 0 ABAKAN COUWrailvmOTP^RxrtCiiQMeetoi 90 MTMMM 7 , 

2 00 ARBUMENIQ1VE (S) (U I R Mrusaoi 5 Ocw 9 □ JlPadmal 

3 08 BATAMP A UW MOTV? toPr Aua»rei 8 Pane 0 0 _ T St ra ta 3 

t HWS***7lH®ICJrT IhjJUiJ4»OOftEr«Ua>WMW35 90.- IMn* 

5 OS 14»l40WOAraWiGsia(T^kUcWL^i^CaWvsi^0 WI*raS 

5 UKKrD0UUdffM3haraa&4a,-ii)Hai»>i9a MEdMtye 

7 0 MYS TERY QU EST (4) (MiG Maori tg u 9 0 RDN Mald lfl j 

B 1UBLBY80M8 (The Fj»> Sur> P^nwvvp- W 3 0 TQtetaS 

9 04 JONHTIAirSaRUUllWrMBPa-^*! JHmeu69 |Wk<tevra(D8 j 

10 0 W»SWE(*HIW£lfwOT*i! Jluu«snS9. _ .JWWayt 

-lOdadared- 

BBRNfc M InalBFPateM, 7-3 MM 81 tew MaaMte. 11-2 Itetereo M. LM NfiP **"• i 

11 l A m — idtea Hi rtt i j Grate in 1 Aw a re mi Cora te. Til l HTre T»a II I I nHwim BIT . 

199ft: RwdK Rmt 2 B U Dane OUeiD i3» 86 (at [P Marnv>> dram (5) 5 ran 1 

FORM GUDE 

LUCKY D04MUI noy "4 have m tw snynvng ^pecud » wn the Trie wJt nf RxSiBtd H.W 
non’a three enmea tar the nee. nc. oCJnv lo lunft: itw (jouna has m lie Lteen an mist, 
uestl you can pABoe a bM oner wainuie him malf n in the po-j. Btaatata a trie oow- 
(W HMtwtML R was lust on the rosy side when he was around eitfh enJitti to 
Snawdan at NOOnffam « Alay, ana trot tarn ak cvruniy wortad out. wttri me bra 
am home s» succesdu) since. Satenaa has saxx been beaten a umiu driWnce smeo , 
Mtvnd Overture at Sandown. Areertaan Caaaln wac ncoriy 20 impJr. aontt on rw to 
but on raft pound at Windsor. AiDrowntatAw showed mod noty spttaf before bene 
beaten* tongway on both sons to date Iran Moaattan and Myetav OmaA mafcg a 
«ad| taaopemnea todowng mar earns at LnoeHa an Sjnrday n«d when tmn and atewmm 
of 12 tt Bntswmft. Mystery Guest has no chance on ttw booh, but wdb ito subte's ju- 
vendM mi sued flood torm and mo none le^ppears^sD svaftly, trie maria* r. bkeh to be 
rev«tang. too tnwwn wna rare*/ tm iwtti a two jwir-otil first time our aw fl»e Atotwst 
and MH Hagps. A wautvng bmM a mo beet odwo concemaxi TobAmMlfl and Mflft 
StwrflY. SMacBort LUCKY DOUBLE 

ng'EKi guardian properties maiden stakes rW] 

jtRJW] (CLASS D)£5p00 added 3YOfHeslm2T 18yd I'gMJ 

1 86 AIPMA (tBA) (14) lUi Ctcrge SlEMny<ri J GouKn 8 U 6 Mad 4 

2 0 D4ZlASD(l(MUHiVl»rra«l&7jnnL»iffftar8U -Tfiatea* 

3 4 DOWSON SOW UD [Mi Ltetud C Whmryl P IVkwa B U RHaw|I|7 

4 3234 EUAAMA (33) (State) Ahmad AI tidoauni M Jora 8 U JMItyanS 

5 3-3 HOPE CHEST (4C) fllr Saecd moral D bdn 8 11 _M4 BAdrty 8 

8 03 AttNUETTt {$■) (UataDum AI ttdsturl E Dunbc B 11 JtM^a»2 

7 2 ROCKY DANCE flft) (4D [Ua Am tons) A lanra 8 11 -DIMteadB 

8 4 ■ smUHAN CWL (259) (Loin uwtkrww*’ R ll DHrateaal 

fl rtniiwirt 

BETPNB: 1D4 Daredaa Star, 7-2 Hope Cheat, S-l Becky Duct, 8-1 MaaaaBl. 13-2 IMrafla, 
SpMtaa CM. 12-1 Afita, 201 Dadrt Dndda 

199& Nanda 3 B 8 J Stazte (3) 11 -2 (D Lodtri iSa*n (?) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

It s hard to oppose DOVEDON STAR, beaten Just a icncm ana a halt on bar oeout aver 
the tap « Newmarket, where she tan on wall to take toreift betand Botnbonw. Thai was 
on gnd to soft pound and if Kwifl up to dm promise and actaifi on om nock. The Un- 
luwaai ffly should wn weft PiaaliB has had lour Me? of the cherry. The Asia My has 
never raced on anything other then flood to fast ground and last unw Unshed net over 
twolenffhs behind Mattiuai when fcuflh m Kernoton over a turtone shorter mp. Her dam 
s by Ela-Mai-Mou and stamra shotid not be a problem. Hope Cheat has otso so far 
been mstnctBd to faster pound. The better of her t»o runs to date was over an made^ 
quote seven turtongs a LtnflMd Iasi S u pAw miw when arowo two lenghs thud to Coru- 
nt. The sable remans In gxd form and The daugntr of Kns mil haw her supporters. 
MaaaMtfl has suftteed tram Saaed bn Suroor to Ed Dunlop's alter beng beaten 20 len0hs 
at fiaydixfc when Soaed ten Suroor's loam was beta* par. JOtei Gasden's AJpfrre ebsap- 
painted when tend 10 go weB flis tune out at Newmarket, and <M nothng to encour 
age over a longer distance at Reran last tune. Spwtan GH encoumered heavy pomd 
on her only lunatlwoand appeared to hanttet a. From a statue in tarn. UardWen Mu c k 's 
fay may do boner sM when put over a knfpr distance, tmte's Double had any one 
behnd her m a Goodwraod maiden m which Rocky dnmm finened second, the farm of 
than race has not worked out wei so br. Sel e c t ion: DOVEDON STAR 

Tj20 J^rtANDlCAP (CLASS a £7,500 added to 

1 5-1056 CNCXAMCKA(2B) (QtlMtflwUoiv Aeons) Btateifl6 10 D._J> Summit £}G 


2 15R R0CX TNjCON (12) BA (E toteO Lady Hanes 4 g 9 JH*0 ms5V 

3 404-00 CNB.UBERtY{12)(MiitnuBlGLeHs497 Pari Eddery 2 

4 3-3420 ZAHh Pfi) (D) (Place A A FbeaD J DiffDP 3 9 5 PteEddaiy9 

5 00064 nvBtSHAGB(7)(PI(MBP»caniMp4810 DKantateS 

6 001300 POM AMON pa} (Arabete Srcftrarl H OcNrpA^ 5 8 8 IQitait 

7 103133 GREY NNBD0M (4) fll) Md tented MBaUl6B7 DMem^(7)l 

8 0-4402 LYNtDHlA0(lfl(UperilsBk«la>SjC&00te586 RtateaslOB 

9 -55456 DEEPLY YALE (13) (D) (SpefdfrK laecanl G L Mocre 6 B J SBHbwttll 

10 56000 PAPRA(7)8S SWbotf) SDO»380 B Ffrcndi (5) 7 

11 500011 lEAMUY(12)B))(A(WiHttKQimitflwndnin4 713 — Matte Omjtr (5 8 D 

-Udacterad- 

fiETTWO: WGrey KhekUn, 54 Zatate, 7-4 7«# Party, ID-1 nUrlnulria, Uatoe lad, UlFeee- 
mmm, Mrere Mafe 14-1 Rock Mam, 2M Deeply Wte, CM lliaitK 33-1 PayRa 
1998: CtadoMda 5 9 7 T Snake 30-1 (B Patog) (tan (2) 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

The handUppar has raked tne anpnMriE TEA PARTY 2«> tar a narrow wn at Gooauoad 
an 0»d d soft ground. An aptftude for Goodwood ts a flood s&i usn Epsom's undid* 
ttenswGsuftandtheWoiuarti a mpliona«-wBatherwnnerisBetnneu«gnall iramd. That's 
bvbo more o( ai advance whan the ffiinE (pts touffi. Orcy Mnfldom flu« on a^r ^nurat 
and ran a binder m heavy ground at Newcastle last Saturday, udten beaten a neck and 
a head by Cretan Gift and Return Of Ansa Tha was a panrautirty flood effort because 
Gray Kingdom waa Uw orfy one olthe temapab drawn hflt. Thai was over su lunongs 
and the doubt is wrieirier hoH gpt home so wefl owr seven on the. pound. Rus. dw s 
hs tanth race since April and last Saturday s mss as touffira contest as he has had. the 
ffny can race on the same handicap mart, however, and d those reservations prow in- 
founded, he cwAd win with his head Yi tas chest. Zefewa was hampered twice in a rougi 
race md by Cosrrtc Pmoe raw tha couse and dstanee Jast time. Previously a short 
head runner-up to Capram Conns at Goodwood, Zarma b an unknown quanotv m the 
mua but B unU«8 to be tnerrtess. On me last two occasions trial couho and distance 
wntner CMdanricka has encountered raft pound, he has run adequately. On the other 
hand he does not here a &ert record when set to cany teg wodits, nownhstandng a 
win wthlOst 12Biai a novice hurdle, and Panearanm has an Ifltti pUt for just over twe 
teryjhs on thee nntrg a Neuenartsers Craven meetmg. Selection: TEA PARTY 

[^50] ^S ’,^1 1 ^* 1 ’ HA ’ e>K:>p <cuiss a) £sooo |~SKY| 

1 20-304 ARItC C0WBI (2S) (OR (Mr A D Hatty) D CDsflow 6 100 RIHRaaS 

2 003003 WAIOffiL (USA) (B) IRF) flfis J M A Oustort 5 tor 5 9 5 -SSastenl 

3 30-125 DUOANU po) M (tert Onowson) J DufoC 3 9 1 P* Eddery E 

4 300-20 WPET0 (4fl) (Ms Dwd BbcMuni HCankr590 CRtetarl 

5 -ZU23 Ltm£ACflRNC20)(P)MAiaBlBlrSni(MOn)SCIMaara390 ttawOWe*l8 

6 0320-1 MW OOVBl (32) tafpiKOxUnee ness iMtlltatee 8 13 ITi^mA 

7 102030 HASADI (33)n (Ms Daplwe KAflwt H Bel 3 8 8 HFtaUteT 

S -00026 5IXDUNDK(7) (CD) (Mb M E SbcW D D awtn 9 8 8 Tte*w2B 

9 24-313 RHAPSODY it WHE (39) ttta Onane Sterensrt M Jai®. 3 8 7 R»iflW[S)5 

_ ^ dMbrttf ** 

BErttNQ: 7-2 DUte, 9-2 Htapaody ta tftte, S-l Btetenla, 7-1 UUte Aeon, 8-1 Rotate Ctorer. 
rlfwB in -1 Mctk Confer. Tremctp. 12-1 StakM 
199ft Anc Oouoer 5 9 6 J Stack 0) 9-1 D Cosewei drarainilnm 
FDRB* GUDE 

SWAJAOK is a course ana Usance wanner with the ate*ty to handle tne mud. Me ran 
round here at similar conditions seven days ago and afthou9> newr near m chaitence and 
beaten 14 lenpns by Anctcm Quest (who did tale for trie loin at Windsor on Mondayl 
Staca*ack has a chance nevertheless. You cant touch tem with the wftp as toy Coamno 
dtecovered on hs penufumate run tenon Statapck was second of 17 to Btusn a Wrmtoor 
off a 9b huyief mart than today's - but far beuig shown the sodi, he miflm noire won. 
Watered suited favouma In bed ground at Sabsbury last week and did vw» lo oc 
beaten just two tenths after rearing up in me stats. hteY love the ground, but wrtn hu 
lemoeramern and summa for the job m question, pfos the pronrrvtv or lost week's race, 
he can oe taken cn. Rhapsody in White folowml a an n very modest company over 
sewn totongs at Bn&ton wtth a better effort in defeat txtfvnd the smart Titts Ruho at 
Goodwood over a nvle and two lurtongs. Boolen leu than three lengths offor bemgnanv 
pered n ihe dosing sta^s. he can race off tho same mark. Ikatenla wiB be bached be- 
cause he failed to ot*am a dear ran at Goodwood ba nmc behind Cao's Raorl. unco 
placed at Royal Ascot, but that toon wasn't rodwig special ana hb best oftons mdutWTf; 
hs Noningiam wm have been on taa fyourw. Selection.- statajack 

rcT^n) ALAN CQWHlHi RETRQAENT CLAlflNG STAKES rSfvl 

°^ u l (CLASS E) £Afl2S added 3YD lm U4yds l ,0>gVT ( 

1 14004 DM SEBAStlAN (4) m Wonmaron W Ha(ffc 03 CRurtaSB 

3 100520 EFFERVESCENCE (U) (BYllCold toaer SynOBSe (2X R Mman 9 2 — PMEOdaryT 

3 210M HEAtUtmOFSCuraiWOnreratoUn^PCaiefi; TOateaBB 

4 5M37 NflULA (23) (Ate C A Scott) WGMIumrf 9?^-. D ft iea aq »g)9 

i 6 PO«HUTCTirajWBBO«WHj6BE9 7 S Staten* 

» tKH» YANAWW W UIO [Ig (Usa Hcahw Stgni G Lrws 8 11 .-Pad Eddery 2 

7 OOMU BOBaOTISI LtcCregn W)ana84 JDaaaaiWiS 

B 005463 lKBAWafWA(4)iWWlR«aseiMW®H‘8 2 _lteanM(S)l 

I M00NIMK M U i ifarcs) II Homes 80 Iterlta Drew (D 6 

w g dod^wl - 

BEtTWft: 94 Hrart M Of Sod. 7-2 Don SdteaflM, 8-1 EBaneseaaM. S-l tewala. 13-3 Mae 
Baroatan. B-l Panbartey, U-l Dooacali. M-l BottM, 20-t Ymmmmma 

199& Hal An Inen 3 B 9 B Doyte 1D3 (8 Ueenanj drown (2> 7 on 

FORM GUIDE 

If DON SEBASTIAN nms up to tho tom df tin fourth to Mara Rw at Both cn s-huaiv. 
he can ixovide the Wilre Ha®is jcml *wth a much needed wn. The Bourtl nwy w «n- 
cr than test wecK. but not necessarty more so man it was when Don Sotushan ran Jet 
bey Another**! to a nedi at Doncaster last Movemoer. Stabtemote Pemfceriey puUodtoo 
lertf for tes own &atl at Open Itef month ft* l*P mofl flotoiR «rold w®m** tor j test 
nn of the season and he cannot be (bscountoCLtrepete also (os o Mot form nine mud 
ran up to seracftlasi nme out aflvlB Heart fiai Of Sob) ran up to na best taffri with 
a dose and unludiy-at-nmmc trad to Kaser name « Nnrtuy m the mud test October. 
*m«^ iiwiiM neaicH nni lengths In tho Ctaimer Jt N ewm a rt e t on Snturdjy. tootied in 
at ease n the mud and may have more on her case here. Satectien: txw Sebastian 

fl E fll CHANTILLY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £SfiOO added to 
stakes 6f 

1 600010 BOLD BTOKT (125 (0) !A fthTOJ ft CmoCWvBraw 5 IP 0 Uartte Dwjre (3) 7 B 

2 OOG66 60LDB1 P0LJI4) (USA) ft) (CD) l APGnlnJ &Jy Krtec* 59 13 DaneOtMA 

3 441064 SHARP PEARL f7]l«flfteVaa«PHVyri)0cr 498 RI*«ta»2B 

4 230331 ViUMI DALE (9)W (WffBS JS«»n BBOdSOrtJ 0 EBwrn 497 i6w -T Man 5 

5 114043 PlAHBItrAMOdROUJWWw&ttsJMSflYHtNWDffun.TSfi— RPftraai(5)l 

$ &30T HMENGOf7)UBSh3i^JAIdU93filD — JMWfadG 

7 238423 AKIllflANUS (7) (D) (BR (U H P3SCB1 J BnD(P 5 7 ID PDMfflS 

- 7 dadtead- 

Mteoiani ira*C 7fl 11®, rrwiuwtop we«nr toatjnus 7a fia. 

KTTW& 64 PUter Dteur, 7-2 Vfflte* D«*A 5-1 Mwaaga, B-l Bald Effort, 7-1 QoUta Powd. 
54 Jratfcdarera 1W Sterp Paart 

1996. Gotttei Pound (USD 4 9 4 toe ffNefl W 7-2 tar (Gay HetteM dawn i7i ID on 
FORM GUDE 

A papular outwoer m the WoUn^vMtt, BOUJ EFFORT has run consraenHy hady at Ascot 
but gats Ms chance here oil a imrer mart. On m penutarute run he brat (ten Bom 
Bom tty two lengths m an oceptranaly competnitMi sn furtongs heat an Wotartvimp- 
un’seB-weather. Hs last two wre have boon wahteflww^As and tte* mud wlsuittM 
topwdflht <*4. wtBow Dale harnfled mo track wed enoufji bach m Aprt and last umu out 
stashed home by two tenths m soft grauno a vwndsor imdar da L2*i. Ptefarir D'Amow 
lm been placed at NewnartW 3rd Ascot on Ms test two suns. Ha appeared nj cope 
mth softer ffnundal Ihe Wterwuso, bur neflhw of those races may have been flsetvn- 
petfoire as they tpd aopesred- Course and rtsanee vannor Ooktea Pound was beaten 
only three lengthaai teSmgewmd atSahstnay test week. SotecDorr. BOLD EFFORT 


a. 








sport 



WIMBLEDON 97 








Martina Hingis, the No 1 seed from Switzerland, powers a backhand during her straight-sets victory over Sabine Appelmans, of Belgium 


No sooner have we 
Jjgggk jettisoned the 
“What's gone wrong 
with British tennis" 
stories than another 
nation is going through a bout 
of worried introspection. This 
may not have you weeping imo 
your cereal this morning but the 
Americans are suffering. 

Take a Jook at the Wimble- 
don singles and you can see why. 
There is just one American 
left, a certain Pete Sampras. 
And while it would not exactly 
be a surprise if he was lifting the 
Rcnshaw Cup for the fourth 
time in five years on Sunday, it 
would merely camouflage an ail- 
ing nation. 

The statistics tell the story of 
the flagging Stars and Stripes. In 
1985, there were 32 American 
men in Wimbledon's second 
round, this year just six made it, 
three fewer than die previous low 
in the open era. The women's 
cupboard is bare. Take away 
Martina Navratilova, a Czech 
who became a naturalised 
American, and the last one to 
win Wimbledon was Chris Evert 
in 1981. Old glory, indeed. 

"Tennis doesn't seem to be 
exciting too many fans in the 
United States," Lindsay Dav- 
enport. the American fifth seed 
who flopped in the second 
round, said. “People aren't play- 
ing the sport and they're not 
watching it right now too much, 
either. What do you do to 
change that? I don't know. 

“Most of the players that 
have come up through the 
States in the past have been 
from at least middle-class fam- 


ilies. Something has to be done 
to help the people who don't 
have the money." 

Which, according to people 
who follow the game, is precisely 
the problem. “Ask me what's 
wrong with American tennis," 
Hubert Misell. of Florida's St 
PeitTsburg Times, said, “and I’ll 
give you a two-word answer: 
Michael Jordan. Kids want to 
play basketball, baseball or 
American football. Tennis 
comes a long way down. 

Art Spander. of the Oakland 
Tribune, added: “Most of our 
top sportsmen these days are 
black and they see no brothers, 
as they’d put it, playing the game 
at top level. If anything it’s golf 
they are being attracted to, 
thanks to Tiger Woods. 

“The system does not help. 


Guy Hodgson on the worrying lack of 
top-flight player material coming 
through from the United States 


In basketball. Jordan is talking 
to the media 82 rimes a year, 
which projects the sport. I'm 
told Pete Sampras is a great guy 
but you can’t get near him to 
find oul” 

Admittedly, the American 
impact on Wimbledon 1997 
has been diluted by injuries to 
Andre Agassi. Todd Martin 
and MaliVai Washington but 
even if they were hare, they 
could not bridge the generation 
gap that is worrying US tennis. 
None of their men in the top 
100 is under 24 and apart from 
the 20-year-old, 6ft 5in, Justin 


Gimelsiob. who is 117 in the 
world, the future looks barren. 

Among the juniors, they have 
just three boys in the top 50. 
19th-ranked Rudolf Rake the 
highest. In the junior boys’ 
doubles, there is not one Amer- 
ican in the top 50, Britain has 
five. 

So where have the people 
who flocked to see John McEn- 
roe and Jimmy Connors gone? 
The impact of the charismatic 
but brattish duo had a twin- 
edged impact. "They brought 
people in to watch tennis," 
Spander said, “but a lot of 


them weren't real fans. As 
soon as McEnroe and Connors 
had gone they were lost to the 
sport. 

“They turned a lot of people 
oft too* The stomping around 
and the anger had a lot of peo- 
ple looking elsewhere for their 
sport." You can only speculate 
how many of the deterred 
came from the American mid- 
dle-classes, the natural con- 
stituency for budding tennis 
players. 

Richey Reneberg could have 
embodied the .American prob- 
lems yesterday. A distinguished 
doubles player, the 31-year-old 
defeated only his fourth seed in 
Grand Slam singles when he 
ousted Carlos Moya in the sec- 
ond round. He arrived on No 
I Court wearing a tatty bandage 
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Richey Reneberg (right) troops off after defeat by Britain's Greg Rusedski yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Jensens’ disappearing act 


The colourful doubles act that 
is the brothers Jensen. Murphy 
and Luke, arrived at Wimble- 
don this year with the firm in- 
tention of staying, a while. 

With Murphy's disappearing 
act a couple or years a blot on 
the Americans' ’copybook - he 
■went fishing" without telling 
his mother, brother or doubles- 
panner, Brenda Sehuliz-Mc- 
Canliy - they were keen to 
make a more lasting impression 
on Monday. 

However, iheir stay lasted lit- 
tle more than two hours before 
losing in the first round to the 
seventh-seeded Australians 
Mark Philippoussis and Pat 
Rafter. 4-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

From the moment the dou-' 
hies teams walked on the court, 
it was obvious who the crowd 
favoured. Not the Americans. 
Instead, hundreds of teenage 
girls in every comer of the 
stands could be heard whistling 


and screaming, “c'raon. Pat" or 
“let's go, Mark" between every 
point. 

Seemingly unconcerned, the 
Jensens got off to a good start, 
taking tire first set after break- 
ing Philippoussis' service in 
the fifth game. 

The Jensens were notably 
courteous with the ball-boys, 
saying “thanks, dude" after 
every’ ball they received. 

Luke, who is ambidextrous, 
often switched hands in the 
middle of a service game. At set 
point in the first set, Lhe broth- 
ers bumped chests after Mur- 
phy put away a hard volley. 

The brothers gathered mo- 
mentum in the second set. but 
after Luke struck a young spec- 
tator with an errant return of 
serve, the brothers seemed to 
tense up. Luke went over to the 
girl and apologised, and later 
brought her a Wimbledon tow- 
el as a souvenir. 


Kiefer the surprise package 

That the top of the men’s game is in a state of flux could not 
be more amply demonstrated than by the match that today 
sees the 19-year-old German Nicolas Wafer (he will be 20 on 
Saturday) and the seasoned Australian doubles specialist Todd 
Woodbndge competing for a place in Wimbledon’s last four. 
What kind of a quarter-final is that, you may ask? Both men 
have taken the tournament completely by surpnse. The 26- 
year-old Woodbndge. ranked 37 In the work), claimed Michael 
Chang’s scalp in the first round, but that was not as great an 
achievement as beating Patrick Rafter yesterday. Kiefer, 
ranked 98, is building an a glittering junior career (he’ was Aus- 
tralian and US champion in 1995). though he had done little 
this year until his wins over Andrei Medvedev and Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov here. It looks like Kiefer’s mobility against Woodbridge’s 
know-how in the first meeting between two men who must hard- 
ly be able to believe what is happening. 

Simon O'Hagan 


Over the next few games, the 
Jeoseas stopped their tom- 
fooleiy, opting instead for a 
more conservative approach 
to the match. Which, however, 
is not what they are about, and 
the Jensens were quickly back 
to their chattering and horsing 
around. 

The two Australians broke 
Luke’s serve in the sixth game 
and quickly took the set after 
holding consecutive service 
games.' In the third set, the 
Jensens were broken again and 
Rafter was soon serving for the 
match at 5-4. 

Even turning his shirt inside 
out for the final game did not 
help Luke. 

With the Jensens gone, the 
lack of characters at Wimble- 
don this year is even more ap- 
parent. Andre Agassi, the 
vibrant Las Vegan, is absent and 
ii is not only female fans miss- 
ing him: Pete Sampras, the No 
I seed, would also like to see 
him back in SW19. 

Sampras, who is seeking a 
fourth Wimbledon triumph, 
said: “Andre’s absence really 
hurts the game. He is one of 
the most popular players and 
brought a lot of attention to 
the game. We definitely need 
him. 

“When 1 played Andre quite 
a bit a couple of years ago he 
made me a better player. It was 
exciting walking out with him 
for the US Open final. It was 
one of the few rimes I really felt 
the electricitv from the crowd 
and the media. 

“So you kind of want that 
challenge and rivalry that can 
get you up and going. Andre 
is obviously missed but the 
longer you are out. the tougher 
it is to come back. He has the 
talent and the game, it is just 
getting it back together." 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


QUOTES 
y OF THE . 
DAY y 

■ 1 told her after fob match,. Well 

•ve gpt. two more . matches tb gp, 
so I want to keep It short’. 'that's 
why. f. played. so Martina 

tfingte. after beating Sabine: Ap- 
serin ans. ••• . 

B She's Just 8 ifttie bitbefter man 

most of us.. She’s me.Npl'pfayef 
in foe world. I think withoutthat at- 
titude, maybe she wdutdiift jet sc 
far.. Appelmans dismisses suggest 
dons that Hingis's comments ware 
arrogant; ’ ■ ’ .. ; " \- 

■ Nobody saw me as a:1avourtte 
at the beginning of the tournament 
but I got through pretty easily un- 
til now. I’m improving every match. 
1 feel pretty good. The draw'doesnt 
look too.bad for me. Kfin^s. 
HWeO, it was lunchtrne.l only know 
that the people who were there were 
tremendous and^ave me so much 
support Ore g Rusedski, asked 
about the sparse attendahce.fbr his 
mn over Richey Reneberg... 

■ r think ft' was one of the best 
ma tches I've wer. served in. Rused- 
ski. ... . y‘S - • * ..* ' 

■ I’m. kind of glad they ;knocked 
t down.' I've broken my wrist there 
arid-had my longest matches in foe 
tournament there. So when they 
decided to do away with It 1 didn’t 
complain. Boris Becker bn the'iiew 

¥o-l court. • - • 

■ I didn't pome here relaxed , t not 

expecting anything. I erpectBd.to do 
well and to play well. It has noth : 
Ing.to do with retiring. It just bas.E 
ot to do with rod trying as well as 
I can In this tournament right now. 
Michael Stfcft, who retires at the 
and of this year, after beating Mart 
Wbodfocde. - • - 


Men's singles 

Hotter: R Krajicek (Nett >J 

Fourth round 

G Rusedski (GBj tit R A Reneberg (US) 7-6 
64 7-6 

C PloKne (Ft) bt B Steven (NZi 3-6 6-3 
6-4 7-5 

M Stlcft (Gar) bt M Woodtotte (Aus) 6-4 

6- 7 6-3 7-5 

B BECKER (Ger) bt M RfOS (Chile) 6-2 6-2 

7- 6 

I A Woodbndge lAus) bt P RAFTER lAusl 

6- 7 6-4 7-6 6-3 

N Kiefer (Gen bt Y KAFELNIKOV (Rus) 6-2 

7- 5 2-6 6-1 

Women’s singles 

Hotter: S Graf (Ger) 

Fourth round 

A SANCHEZ VtCARlO (Spj br M PIERCE (Frt 
6-16-3 

M HINGIS (Swit) bt 3 Appelmans (Bel) 6-1 

6- 3 

YBesuto i moon) ot P Hy-BouUb (Can) 6-0 

7- 6 

NTaasfflFrtbtStesoxHRjA^?^ 12-10 
0 Cbtadkova (C2 Rep) bt M Vento (Ven) 
6-16-3 

Men’s doubles 

Ho/tiers: MWoodfortti ami TWoodb/Vge 
(Aus) ■ 

Second round 

S Noteboom and F Witter (Neth) bt J No- 
vak and D R>W rCz Rep) 6-3 3-6 7-5 
D JOHNSON and F MONTANA (US) bt J L 
De Jager (SA) end T Nljssei-i (Nem) 6-2 
6-7 6-2 

S ST0U£ (Aus) and C SUK (Cz Rep) btT 
Kronemarm IDS] and 0 MacPbereon (Aus) 
6-36-4 

M KNCWlES (Bahwiv and D NESTOR (Can) 
M B HaygB/m (SA) and G Van Em burgh 
TUS) 5-7 6-1 6-1 

E FERREIRA (SA] and P GALBRAITH (US) 
Ot A Otmskiy iRus) and B Stwen (NZ) 6-3 
6-3 

Women’s doubles 

HoUsx H Sutow KS Rep) ana to Hn&s rSwtt 

Second round 

N TAUZ1AT (Frt and L WILD (US) biLGo- 
larsa (It) and P Schnyder (Swiu 6-7 7-6 

6- 3 

A FUSAJ (Fi) and R GRANDE (It] bt S-A Sd- 
daji and A Wairnwigm (GB) 6-3 6-4 

Third round 

G FERNANDEZ (US) and N ZVEKVA 
(Beia) bi C Baniay (Aus) and C Wood (GB) 

7- 5 7-5 

Mixed doubles 

Holders: C Suh and C Sukma (C: Ren) 

First round 

F Messer and F PerfetO ift) bt S E Davis 
(US) and P Taraorm (Argj 6-4 6-4 
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Photograph: David Ashdown 


American eagle comes under threat 


on his left knee, feeling unwell. 
Given the way Greg Rusedski 
was banging the ball past him. 
he could have been suffering 
from shell shock. 

Not once did he have a 
break point against Rusedski, 
not once did he look likely to 
progess to the quartcr-Onals. 
The shock would have been the 
American beating Lhe Bril; 
the world has gone upside 
down. 

“I don’t know that embar- 
rassment is the right word." 
Reneberg said, “but there’s 
definitely a concern among 
American players and among a 
lot of people at the USTA 
[United States Tennis Associa- 
tion]. There are not a lot of good 
people coming up. 

“There’s a bit of a drought 
coming once Sampras and 
Agassi and these guys finish. It's 
not the next year or two people 
are worried about, it’s five or six 
years down the line." Five years 
"back there were three Ameri- 
can men's semi-finalists, this 
time there will be a maximum 
of one." 

US, as in useless, hardly sits 
well with a country that used to 
dominate the sport and a spe- 
cial committee chaired by the 
former USTA president" Bob 
Cookson is investigating all as- 
pects of American player de- 
velopment and is due to report 
before the US Open. 

One fact ought to give the 
USTA nightmares. Britain, ten- 
nis weaJdmgs for decades, got 
four men to the third round at 
Wimbledon. The United States 
managed three. 



tlw 19*year<ild German, goes flat out to beat ] 
Yevgeny Kafeimkov yesterday Photograph; Empics i 


Oh I say, Vijay 


A Vijay Amritraj was always 
ffjaa bit of a smoothie - he 
^SiFwas-the perfect urbane 
match for Roger Moore 
in Ocfoptissy in 1983 - so it’s 
not surprising that he is a fer- 
vent admirer of the late Dart 
Maskell. • 

Amrrtraj, the former Indian 
Davis Cup player who graced 
many a Wimbledon and is 
now a television commentator 
hfmseff, couWnot have paid The 
Voice of Tennis a bigger com- 
pliment than by copying his 
style. 

The perenially smiling Indi- 
an, who used to take opponents 
by surprise by applauding their 
winners, says: “I always thought 



Maskell Amritraj 

Dan was easily the best tele- 
vision commentator. He had 
this endearing habit of saying 
'Oh, 1 say* when something 
spectacular- happened. It 
summed up a great shot far 
better than someone going on 
and on about it . 

“So now I'm an *011, 1 say' 
man myself. I know Dan would 
not mind.* ' 


Men’s singles 

Quarter- Seriff-* --iw’ajSk# 
finals : *' . 

r— n 




BECKER 






M BHUTWHI (Ind) and R HIRAW (Japan) 
bt C J van Rensburg (SA) and V Williams 
(US) 6-7 6-3 6-2 

G CONNELL (Cani and L DAVENPORT (US) 
K T Kempws (Neth) and N Van lodutn (ft) 
4-6 6-2 6-2 

G Raoux (Fr) and L Gotarsa (It) bt B Tal- 
bot (SA) and 0 Van Roost (Bel) 6-3 7-6 
K Sreascfi and B Ritmer (Ger) bt J GRASS 
and 0 A GRAHAM (US) 4-6 7-5 15-13 

Men’s ovor-35 doubles 

Round- robia first round 

G Donnetty (USi and D Visser (SA) bt P 
Stoat and T Srrud (Cz Rep) 6-4 3 6 6-1 
K Cirren and J C Krtek (US) bt B Gilbert 
and T Mayotte (US) 6-4 6-2 
M Bates (GB) and R Krfshran (Ind) bt A 
Amntra) and V Amrrtraj (Ind) 6-2 5-7 6-4 

Men’s over-45 doubles 

M Riessen and S Stewart (US) bt T Gor- 
man and S Smrth (US) 6-1 7-5 
J FiUol tChrfeJ and R Stockton (US) bt J 
Kodes (Cj Rep) and A MetreveU (Rus) 6-2 
6-1 

R C Lutz arid R Tanner (US) bt K Rosewalt 
and F Sidle (Aus) 6-1 6-4 
N Fraser and A Stone (Aus) bt R Hewitt 
and F McMillan (SA) 6-3 6-2 

0 Dawdson (Aus) and E Dryedale (SA) bt 

1 Nesase (Rom) and T OKker (Neth) 4-6 

6- 3 6-4 

Women’s over-35 doubles 

J Dune (GB1 ar»J A E Smith OJS) bt R Casals 
(USj and B Stove (Neth) 62 62 
L cnariesand A Hobbs (GB) bt H Gourtay 
and G Retd (Aus) 64 6-4 

Boys* singles 
First round 

0 Betciw (GB) bt R Jegede (Nlgena) 63 
62 

R Nub (Rom) bt J Trotman (GB* 61 2-6 
62 

M Greeorc iSkwsnj bt 0 Karpenko (Ukr) 
3-6 M 64 

F Amota (Tttl) bt 0 Levant (Ft) 7-5 7-5 
L Home IRertu bt T Dent (US) 62 6-3 
F Gorcalea (CTtfeJ w N Owrhotser (US) 64 
6-1 

M Groimus (Slovak) bt I Beros (Croa) 3-6 

63 63 

S Dicioon (GB) br J Duenas iDomi 6-4 

64 

M Zewar (Eg) bt A Dulko (Arg) 3-6 63 64 
K 2v i.tsn bt A Derapasko (Rus) 7-6 64 

Girls'- slices 
First round 

A Sebova (Slovak) bt S Turner iQB) 7-5 
61 

A Granam (Aus> br B Mouhtasstne (Mv) 

7- 6 7-6 

Seeded players in Capitals 
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13 The ^mes Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario has lost in her four 
matches to date 
3 The double faults Greg Ru- 
sedski serves in his match 
against Richey Reneberg 
175 The places Britain’s Karen 
Cross is expected to climb in 
the rankings after her excellent 
run 


1524. .Thq^Bfne. play Wes 
resumed iflwter • ram . jotf 
Tuesday-. .• 

153$The t?n% pteywas^us- 
pendeef vWren-the' rain ctouds 
openBd.afflift ojiiTuesday 
1887The-:year Wimbierio^ 
youngest' sigmas . chanjpj^ 

Lottie Dd-% wpn'theTadl^^l 
glescompetitipn. 


Generally doudy wtfo showers, expected 


Maximum' 



Game set and watch* 
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ROLEX : 

OFFICIALTI.MEKKEPFR TO THE CHAMPIONSHIPS. WlMtiLEpjW*/ 
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Sport 

Tyson suspended and $30m purse withheld 


Boxing _ 

MARY DEJEVSKY 
reports from Washington 

The Nevada Athletic Commis- 
sion yesterday suspended Mike 
Tyson from boxing with imm e- 


Tyson: Ready tx> waive 30 
days’ notice for full hearing 


djate effect, pending the out- 
come of a further disciplinary 
hearing, for biting the ears of his 
opponent, Evander Holyfield, in 
Saturday night's world title 
fight. His $30m (£20m) purse is 
also to be withheld and kept in 
an interest-bearing account un- 
til the penalty is decided. 

Mike Tyson’s representatives 


at the hearing, which tookplace 
in Las Vegas, said that he was 
prepared to waive the 30 days' 
notice for such a fan hearing to 
take place. That tearing is Uke^ 
iy to convene next week, and the 
boxer is widely expected to face 
a ban, that could be months, or 
years, and a heavy fine. 

In an abject apology read out 
in Las Vegas on Monday - bis 
tnrthday-^TJ/sdn had pleaded to 
be allowed to continue his ca- 
reer. “I am. just 31 years old, in 
the prime of my career, and I 
have made it this far because I 
bad no other way,” he said: 

Tyson added that he had “just 


snapped” after Holyficld had 
headbutted him - “accidental- 
ly or not” - and asked for a 
chance to redeem himself. He 
also pledged to seek medical 

airic adrice^ and sakT tbaUje 
would accept whatever punish- 
ment the commission imposed, 
without question, “like a man”. 

The apology was accepted, 
albeit tepidly, by Holyfield who 
described it as “a good gesture, 
but the fans deserve it the 
most”. Holyfield was speaking 
from the golf course, where he 
was engaged in some post-fight 

relaxation. 


: Yesterday, Hdyfiekfs lawyer, . 
Jim Thomas, stressed that ac- 
ceptance of Tyson’s apology did 
not mean that the punishment 
should not be harsh. “He cer- 
tainly accepts the apology,” 
Thomas said, “and hopes that 
it’ssmcere. He doesn’t have any 
personal desire to hurt or pun- 
ish Mike Tyson. Evander wants 
something done that will help 
preserve the integrity of the 
sport, and for that to happen 
some voy meaningful sanctions . 

need to be issued by the . com- 
mission. 1 ’ • • • 

Thomas also indicated that 
Holyfield had, at preseat, no in- 


tentkmofsuii^'^«m.Las'\fc- 


the post-match dottiibaiioe, were 
abotfaongKnottohebrfog^g 


his harsh childhood -tS&ere . 
were far more cymcaL- ' r X-; 

, KevinRooney, 'fysoo’s 
trainer, con erased ftebarcr’s 


ports that '^sbn had tried to 
strike ooe or mdredfjheoBfcas. 

Meanvriule ’P^on’s apology 

was moating alnrvyt a^Tmirh rnn- 
ttoveisyastltotM^hehadiii- 
fiicted on HofyfiekLWhik some 
accepted hispleasm mitigation 
- that Tie bad just snapped”, that 
many athletes bad made: mis- 
takes at the height of battle and 
subsequently been forgjyen, and 
that be was stin handicapped by 


defence- immediately fifefcr the 4 - : ' 
ftghL “He made a fbotqf 
self, and a fool of the sjtorfOn'.' 
Saturday:' Apologising was - 
SOjne thing .he had' .to do,' 7 ’. . 
Rooney said! . 

Kathy Duva, a former pro- 
moter tor Holyfield, teod r-“Ir 
rings hoflow to apofogbfr daysr- 
later. If he were really contrite 
he would have done it Saturday •: 
night. Why do it today? Td just .. 
take a wila guess and say that 


- somebody told him he'd better 
aw something for the peoph- 
wno were threatening to take 
away his licence.” - 

Ferdie Pacheco, boxing anate2 
for the television station Stew* 
time, also belittled Toon’s apol- 
ogy. “Everybody^ contrite after 
you get caught... The con has 
worked for him so many times. 
It'sso easy, be knows how lobow 

- and socape if he had to get by.” 

- The- Mack civil rights cam-' 


mdfisagreed Tyson, he said, had 
“admitted, painfully, before the 
world a grok error”. It was time 
to “let the healing begin”. 


Tinkler joins the 
Barnsley party 


Football 

RUPERT METCALF 
AND ALAN NIXON 

Barnsley is rapidly becoming as 
cosmopolitan a football town 
as Middlesbrough and Glas- 
gow, as the Premiership new- 
comers continue to strengthen 
their squad for the challenge 
that lies ahead next month. 

Yesterday’s arrival was the 
South African international 
midfielder, Eric Tinkler, who 
cost £650,000 from the Italian 
side, Cagliari. The 26-year-old 
becomes Barnsley’s third recruit 
of the summer, following the 
£250,000 goalkeeper Lais Leese 
from Bayer Leverkusen and 
the £15o club record signing, 
the Macedonian international 
striker Georgj Hristov. 

Tinkler had a spell with 


Coventry at the age of 16 but 
moved on to Portugal and then 
Sardinia last summer. “I am very 
happy to be at Barnsley,” he 
said. “The club is clearly ambi- 
tious.” Barnsley also hope to 
complete the signing of the 
Slovenian international de- 
fender Ales Krizan for £500,000 
from Maribor Bnurik. 

Despite .Tbttenham's film 
offer, Juninho still seems set for 
Spain. The Middlesbrough for- 
ward is currently back home in 
Brazil, where his father and 
manager, Osvaldo Giroldo, said: 
“Juninho will play for Atletico 
Madrid. Next week we will go 
to Madrid to pass the necessary 
medical. Atletico and Middles- 
brough readied agreement on 
Suaday with my approvaL It is 
true that at the end a great of- 
fer came from Ibttennaxn, but 
my son wants to play in Spain.” 


Kerr praises his heroes 


The Republic of Ireland's Un- 
der-20 team manager. Brian 
Kerr, has admitted his team have 
surprised him by reaching the 
semi-finals of the World Youth 
Championship in Malaysia. 

“I would have been happy 
just to qualify for the second 
phase,” Kerr said as his squad 
celebrated Sunday’s 1-0 quarter- 
final win over Spain. “Now we 
are in the semi-finals - and who 
knows what ran happen?" ' 

Ireland now face the holders 
Argentina, 2-0 quurtcr-final 
conquerors of BraziL today in 
Kuching, and Ghana - the only 


team so far to have beaten Ire- 
land in the competition - play 
Uruguay in the other semi. 

“1 don't think people appre- 
ciate the amount of skill that's 
in this side,” Kerr added. “But 
perhaps more people will get the 
message now that more of our 
matches will be seen on televi- 
sion." The Irish supporters back 
home will get their first chance 
to see their young heroes in ac- 
tion live when their semi-final is 
broadcast at 930am today. 

Kerr will not name his team 
to face the holders until just be- 
fore kick-off. 


However, the Spurs chair- 
man. Alan Sugar, insisted: “1 
have just spoken to Keith Lamb 
[Middlesbrough’s chief execu- 
tive] and he said [ours] is the 
only offer ou the table. 

The prolific striker Mike 
Sfaeron completed his £2L5m 
move from Stoke to Queen’s 
Park Rangers yesterday. 

Bolton have sealed the club 
record £25m signing of Robbie 
Elliott from Newcastle. Tbt- 
tenham have made a £2.7m bid 
for Danny Murphy of Crewe, 
but Newcastle and Liverpool are 
also keen on the England Un- 
der-20 international midfielder. 

Paul Ince is due to meet 
Everton today to discuss the 
terms available as part of their 
£5m bid for him, the best offer 
that Intemazionale, the Eng- 
land midfielder’s club, have on 
the table. Newcastle are also 
pl anning to talk to Ince. 

Howard Kendall, Everton's 
new manager, has sigped the 
Republic of Ireland midfielder 
Gareth Family, who was out of 
contract at Aston Villa. “We 
may have to go to a tribunal to 
decide a fee,” Kendall said. An- 
other young Irish internation- 
al, David Connolly, has moved 
to the Dutch club Feyenoord 
from Witford on a “Bosnian 
ruling" free transfer at the end 
of his contracL 

Middlesbrough are to give a 
three-week trial to Jose Maria 
Bakero, the 33-year-old for- 
mer Spain and Barcelona mid- 
fielder who has just spent a 
season with the Mexican side, 
Vera Cruz. 


Whelan walks out at Southend 


Ronnie Whelan, the former 
Liverpool midfielder, has re- 
signed as the manager of 
Southend United, who were 
relegated to the Second Division 
last season. 

“The lack of cash for new 
players was one factor in my de- 
cision, as was the reaction of 
some of the fans at the end of 
the season,” the former Re- 
public of Ireland international 
said yesterday. “They made it 
clear that I wasn't welcome. I 
still want to stay in the game as 
a manager, though." 

Whelan joined Southend as 


a player three years ago and 
took over as manager 12 
months later, following the de- 
parture of Steve Thompson. 
The reserve team coach, Peter 
Trevivian, takes temporary 
charge of the team. 

Gary Megson has quit as 
manager of Blackpool to take 
over from Dave Jones, now at 
Southampton, at Stockport 
County. Megson, the former 
Plymouth. Sheffield Wednesday, 
Everton, Newcastle. Manches- 
ter City and midfielder, also bad 
a brief spell in charge of Nor- 
wich last year. 



Burnley have put the former 
Carlisle manager, Clive Mid- 
dlemass, in charge of team af- 
fairs until they can find a 
successor to Adrian Heath, who 
is now assisting Howard Ken- 
dall at Everton. 

Chris Waddle, the former 
England international forward, 
has declared an interest in 
Kendall's old job as Sheffield 
United manager. 

“In my own mind I have my 
own management team who I'd 
like to work with sorted out.” 
Waddle said, “and I can con- 
tinue playing.” 


River chance: Competitors prepare to test the water before the Henley Regatta, which starts today 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Redgrave looks to be the home banker 


Rowing 

HUGH MATHESON 

Henley Royal Regatta will have 
to wait until Sunday for the first 
and only appearance In a race 
of its hero, Steve Redgrave, its 
most successful competitor in 
history. ' 

Iu the Stewards' Cup for 
coxless fours his crew will face 
only one rival, the lightweights 
from Nottinghamshire county. 
Nottingham were towing in the 
eight in Paris two weeks ago 
when the Redgrave four went 
within a quarter second of the 
world record in only their fourth 
competitive outing. If his race 
is a foregone conclusion, 
nowhere else will it be so easy. 

The regatta opens today with 
88 races, spread over 11 hours, 
which wiU under no circum- 
stances be delayed however 
heavy the rain. Remarkably, the 
river, which has had to absorb 
40mm of rain in the past week, 
is well under control and should 


make conditions on the course 
as fair as in any year. Brian 
Greenfield, of the Environment 
Agency, said the river was very 
low before and the land has tak- 
en up most of the rain. There was 
a snail increase in flow, which has 
already started to drop away." 

Today’s racing in the three 
eights events that attracta large 
entry, toe Thames Cup for 
dubs, the ’Ifemple for academ- 
ic institutions and the Princess 
Elizabeth for schools, win pro- 


vide the opening evidence of 
changes in the normal pecking 
order. In the schools, Radley, 
have dimbed back to the top of 
the heap, after decades in the 
wilderness, and the “A” crew 
should go through against Chel- 
tenham. Eton, no longer confi- 
dently on top and fourth at the 
National Schools Regatta, will 
rare the Oratory School with less 
than their usual aplomb. 

In the Thames Cup, there is 
no outstanding crew, with the 


stronger candidates being en- 
couraged to Ujpgrade to the 
Ladies Plate, where racing wifi 
begin on Friday with interna- 
tional crews including the British 
lightweights, who finished second 
in Munich, and the American 
West Coast champions, the Uni- 
versity of Washington. 

In the Diamond Sculls, Peter 
Hairing, three times lightweight 
world champion, will race D 
Atkins, of Nottingham and 
Union, who was obliged to 


Gold medallist evades toil and toilets 


Steve Redgrave, the winner of 
16 Henley medals as well as four 
Olympic golds, bas been 
“excused boots” on bis first day 
as a steward of the Royal Re- 
gatta, writes Hugh Matheson- 
Each winter, the 50 or so stew- 
ards who have owned and run 
the Regatta since 1839 fill dead 
men’s shoes with new members 
from the cream of recently 
retired performers; and in the 


summer put them to work at the 
lowliest tasks of running the 
regatta. Boat tents and latrines 
are the usual starting point 
At the Olympic Gaines in At- 
lanta a year ago Redgrave an- 
nounced his retirement and 
was, thus, eligible for promotion 
to the top deck. But soon his 
hands were itching for the feel 
of a blade cutting into water 
again, and the stewards' star 


recruit was back iu the galley. 

Today, and until Sunday, he 
will parade in best bib and 
blazer with the polished silver 
steward’s badge passed era to 
him, reputedly from GuDy Nick- 
alls, whose record of seven wins 
in the coxless pair has only been 
surpassed by Redgrave. Then it 
is back to the water to race, 
fittingly, in the final of the 
Stewards’ Cup for coxless fours. 


come in through the qualifying 
races last Friday. Haining, who 
has withdrawn from national 
team selection after failing to 
finish at Paris two weeks ago. 
has been weakened by a virus 
this year and has not ap- 
proached his past form. 

If he goes through today 
against an unranked man, he is 
unlikely to reach the sort of 
showdown against one of the top 
heavyweights that he relishes. 
The entry includes the British 
Olympic gold medallist, Greg 
Seade, and the American world 
champion. Jamie Koven, both of 
whom have opted to go it alone 
after glittering careers in crews. 

The Grand Challenge Cup 
for the top eights has three 
national crews, from Australia, 
Britain and Germany. The Aus- 
tralians, sixth in the Olympics, 
looked superb when winning in 
Paris only five days after touch- 
ing down in Europe and they 
will be looking for a couple of 
sharpeners before going to 
Lausanne in 10 days' time. 
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American football 

Jim Criner yesterday confirmed that he 
s remaining as head coach of the Scot- 
tish Ctavmores. The Claymores finished 

K r with a 5-5 record despite a 
son push mat saw them almost 
ir the World Bowl Championship 
I love coaching in Scotland", 
aid. ‘and I love ihe passion of 
ile who hve here. Scotland has 
a second home for my wife and 
p and it a my goal to deliver another 
khampionsrwp." 

(Baseball 

WtTERLEAGUE GAMES-. Cf*cat?j Cutis (NU 
3 Kansas City fAU 7; Florida (NU 8 Boston 
•{AU 5: Detroit lAU 14 New HA Mets (NU 
i O: Baltimore (AU 3 Philadelphia iNU 1: 
! Cincinnati iNU 4 Mftnaukee (AU 3: New Art* 
I Y&rheesiAU 1 Atlanta iNU OllO brings J; 
. Pitrsourgh (NU 3 Chicago White Sen lAU 
'■ l: Montreal (NU 2 fotamo (AU 1: Oeve- 
1 land (AU 6 Houston (NU 4: St Louts l Ml 
i'i Minnesota lAU lj fexas lAU 3 Los An- 
'fjWesfMj 2; Colorado iMj UArWieniAU 
1 7j5an Oego iNU 15 Oakland (AU 6: San 
Frjnosco INU 8 Seattle (AU 6 ttOinnm&i. 


Basketball 

Hundreds of jubilant Wgpslav basket- 
ball Cans besie g ed the Croatian embassy 
earty yesterday after their team scored 
a dramatic victory at the European 
Championships. Several windows were 
shattered by stones and Croatian em- 
bassy officials reported bullet holes on 
the facade following a last-second 
64-62 Yugoslav victory over Croatia at 
the championships In Spain. 

MBTS EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSMP: Group 
E (hi Genua]: Lnhuaru 93 Turtey 85. Snap 
F (h Bnfa taw ): Yugoslavia 64 Croatia 62- 

Bowfs 

ftjntrhydyfen’s Dai wahns overcame an 
early severvdim defer to set up a match 
with Ireland's Jeremy Henry in today's 
fnal of the British Singes Cha m ponship 
in worthing. 

BRITISH CHAMPfOKSHB* (Worthing): Sin- 
gle*. pwa ml n ay round; D WHare (Wan u 
J Otway 'Eng 21-12. Semf-itDaJa: J Hen- 
ry iMi br P McNaBy iScoi 21-17: D W*ins 
(Wall Pwnrtijevfen W T Murphy lOi tel 21- 
16. Pairs, p re fc idimy round: Ireland (R Mi- 
i*en and J bimnj trt Wales iM Seteray and A 


Atwood) 24-23. MMs ScoUaid (A 
GJmour and G Maoteoi bt Channel Islands (G 
nschou and G PU0U 15- 13: England (1 Mad ■ 
dm and R Stanley! bt Ireland (R Mitten and 
j Mni 27-16. ifpM, p f Bml wa ty round: 
England (B Smith. M Davies and 0 Fawkes) 
bt Scotland iG Smpson. R Rcmnson. M 
Stephen! 25-B. Semi-finals: Ireland [P Daly. 
B Wy and D ItamHton) bt CharvreJ islands 
(A Shaw, T Murphy and R uatachfld) 19-16: 
Wales (Jonathon Bmun. John Bruton and B 
POweW M Engand (3 Simh. M Danes and 
0 Fowtes} 1 B-LL Feu*, pntalmy round: 
Ireland (M Sowart. H McHufji. M Mdirti and 
W Keys) bt Channel Hands (GTeny/R Bre- 
tttwt. G Pugh and 8 Sktkxu 28- 13. Swmi-fl- 
nafcK Wales [B Weaio. S Weate. DWeate and 
R Weaiej Dt Engand (M MBtor. B Bader. TMa'- 
red and LMW) 22-12: Inland <M Stewart. 
H McHutfv M MCKU 01 and w Keys) bt Scot- 
land (B Mason, D Breen, T Crane and J Peaatel 

21 - 12 . Junior ato£M Mnd-aoafe M Green- 
fteld (Irl) bt B Mellon, iScoi 21-19. 

MOTH HOME IMERTMnOHAL CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (WortMntf: Scotland bt En$*id 
16ptB (108 snots) to 6 (95 shotsi. Scotland 
ridp* (fast G Attain lost id A Thomson 17-20. 
G Robert s on lost ro D Cuder 15-19: R Cor 
m beat D Ward 26-15: J AKhen m T Mooch 

22- 13: A Marshall lost to D Demon 10-15; 
W W Wood ML HJiier 18- 13. wales bt Chan- 
nel Islands 16 (122 shotsi to 6 (103 shots). 


wane Mb* tktb D HMns bt D le Mtrqurd 
22-12: SWttue bt P kqpHJlte 28-11; M 
Anstey bt P James 20-19; w Thomas lost to 
C Ranouf 16-22; R Waale lost » V Dony 20- 
22: J Price tost ro B Srnon 16-17. 

Baxhg 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (York HedL 
Bathnal Croen. Monday): 13 * d vacant 
Con n o r— a lt ft Iw eiM MjR Was J Fran- 
cte (WooWChi bt J Chb«an 0 j (Zam) pis. 1 jO- 
ndveant Southern Ant eg ht wi lf rwal tf * 
Uttac G Smith (Basildon) bt R Edwards 
(GreerVortl tsT 10th. 8 -rt tetlrotwolghr: D 
McKanue (Croydon) U C Men (Woker- 
hamptonl pts. 10 -rd Britlah super* 
mMdk—W£ title eUdna to i : M BAer 
(ShJcupi bt M Defaney (West Ham) pm. 10- 
id Southern Area Mper-fertrerwelgit ti- 
tle: M Brawn (Wawortm bi R vatentmo 
Wumsaafl pts. 4^rd RtfraretoM: TTontchev 
IBuO to B Dnraifa iCarvang Town) pis. 4-nl 
welbHwelght: R Whams bt D Quacoe (Hor- 
sham) pts. 

Eqnestrianfaun 

ROYAL SHOW (SteneWXh. Wraurlcks): 
Martta CoamJMiplncCompetMlon: 1 Sen- 
ator M&ty Blue (H Smitti) sea, 31.S5sec 
2 Tiptoe u Fteher) dear. 32J9: 3 KBeragpn 


way (T Brawn) dear, 3tt05. PvtpianFand- 


3 Spaitacus (G Hatched and FHwhoabn FLh 
fiwma (T Retched 7JL27. 

FootbaB 

Aberdeen have signed the 24-year-old 
Celtic rasitral defender 8nan O'Neil for 
an undisclosed fee. 

The Swedish midfielder Jonas Them 
joined Rongjis from Roma as a free 
agent yesterday. Sheffield United's 
Mark Pattemon has had tils transfer from 
the Blades to Burnley called off, 
Bradford City we signing Paer Beagle, 
the Manchester City winger, for a cut- 
price £50,000. 

The Caech international Ffetrtt Bai^r wl 
be sdlawed to for uweipooi next sea- 
son, despite feBng to make enough ap- 
pearances to gjarantee Ns vwrit perim. 
Jean -Jacques Misse-Misse, the 
Cameroon international, has signed a 
th moyoa r contact with the Turkish side 
Trataonspor. He joins tram Sporting of 
Portugal. 


Barcelona confirmed yesterday the 
storings of Christophe Dugarry and 
MuhaeJ Reba^-fiomAC Mian and Dra- 
gan Qric from Parttzan Belgrade for 
undlsdosed fees. 

The Italian Serie A dub Rorenbna wfll 
play Tottenham Hotspur on David How- 
ells' Tbttenham testinxjrtal match at 
White Hart Lane on Saturday 2 August 
(3.0). 

Marco Simone, the tflmlnutive AC Mi- 
lan striker of who was die fcnroiite team- 
mate of Georgs VWeah, announced 
yesterday that he’s joining Paris Saint 
Geimaln in the Bwcn League on a fetr 
year contract. 

Manchester United wai make hlstotyas 
they P»y in Hong Kong In the wake of 
the hanoOFe- to Chra. United begfethdr 
pre-season preparations with a tour to 
the Far East, which Indudes a visit to 
Hong Kong where they wfa face a Chi- 
nese select side. Tne Premiership 
champions, who report tor training this 
weekend, wifi play in Bangkok on 17 
July then in Haig Kong three days lat- 
er. They complete their Far East pro- 


gamtne by flying to Japan for a final 
game in Tokyo then end their period 
abroad with a friendly against In- 
tem a zlonate in Italy on 27 July. 

Golf 

MASTERCARD TOUR (Button Woods, Un- 


<88 or Iri iraton stated): 138 S Andrew 89 
G7. 338 P Atabaan 73 65: S Dodd 70 B 8 . 
139 C Evans 72 67; LVamet 68 71. 141 
C Cowper 73 68 ; S MacPnerson 71 70: P 
Lyons 71 70. 142 S Amwrone 72 70: M 
Rqoens 70 72: ATBman 74 68 ; D Thomsen 
72 70: N Wiehtiow 75 B7: S Thompson 70 
72: RVItoKja 69. 143 G Hulchaon 73 70: 
S G«ais73 70. IM T Spence 72 72; N 
Tialey 71 73: R QaMhM 75 69: J CarvUi 
75 69; J Uvrfay 72 72; 0 Lints 73 71: P 
Wltdns 71 73; A Taft 72 72; P DtmmocK 71 
73; s Barnett 73 7fc S Hum 75 69. 

Rngby League 

The Rugby Football League yesterday 
announced the hick-off times tor the 
three-Ttest Super League series between 
Great Britain and Australia in the au- 
tumn. The first and second Tests, at 
Wembley and-Oid Traffbrd on 1 and S 


November respectively, will start at 
2.30pm while the third match at Bland 
Road, Leeds, on 16 November will haw 
a 2pm Mck-off. AS three matches will 
be screened live by Shy Sports. 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH (Wetoun, SAJ: Northern Free 
State 39 British Uons 67. 

Speedway 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: EBto League: 
Wahrah&mptnn 53 Ipswich 37. Premier 
laaraw: Ewler 53 Arena Essw 37; Readng 
48 Hull 40. AmaMur League: Woherhamo- 
ton and long Eaton 50 Si Austell 28. 

table tends 

Matthew Syed (Richmond) and Lisa Lo- 
mas (Luton) have retained their No 1 
positions on the new Brigand men’s and 
women’s ranking lists. Syed. the Eng- 
land and Commonwealth charrmian, has 
a slander 44-point lead on the com- 
puter over the Commonwealth silver 
medaltet Alan Cooke, from Chesterfield. 
Lomas. 30, is 178 points ahead of An- 
drea Holt (Manchester). 
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Lions’ stampede 

Record result for British Isles 
against Free Staters, page 28 


sport 


Bard of Wales 

Robert Croft and the art of Test 
match off-spin bowling, page 28 


WIMBLEDON ’97: British No 2 reaches Grand Slam quarter-final for the first time as Becker leads the German charge 









Rill stretch: Greg Rusedski, the British No 2, extends his game to reach a place in the quarter-finals by beating the American Richey Reneberg in a rain-interrupted match at Wimbledon yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Rusedski rises to the grand occasion 


JOHN ROBERTS 


Tennis Correspondent 



The dream contin- 
ues. Greg Rusedski 
assured his adop- 
tive Britain of a 
place in the men's 


singles quarter-finals for a sec- 
ond consecutive year and added 


ond consecutive year and added 
to America's woe by defeating 
Richey Reneberg. 7-6, 6-4, 7-0. 

The Canadian-born British 
No 2 now meets the experienced 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline for a 
place in the semi-finals. The last 
Briton to achieve that was York- 
shires Roger Taylor, who lost to 
Bjora Borg. 

Rusedski is linked with York- 
shire inasmuch as his mother 
was born in Dewsbury, but 
there can be little doubt of his 
commitment to the national 
cause since his transfer from 
Montreal in 1995. 

No sooner did he arrive than 
he embraced Lhe flag, winning 
a place in the last 16, at which 
point he was defeated by Fete 
Sampras. 

On this occasion. Rusedski 
hopes to enjoy an extended 


run. *Tve got a difficult match 
against Cedric Pioline,'’ he said, 
“ft’s his third time in the quar- 
ters. He returns extremely well, 
and 1 think he's going to mix it 
up, stay back and come in, and 
do a bit of everything. 

“It's going to depend on how 
well I serve and how well I re- 
turn. I have to return a little bit 
sharper than I did today, and I 
am going to have to hit my 
ground shots and work the 
point a bit more." 

Rusedski was far happier at 
his work than during Saturday’s 
second-round match against 
another American, Jonathan 
Stark. Worried by a niggling 
back injury, Rusedksi vented his 
frustrations on the umpire af- 
ter a disputed call. 

Sunday's straight-sets victo- 
ry against Andrew Richardson, 
a compatriot, set the tone for 
yesterday's performance. “I 
think I was better focused,” 
Rusedski said. 

“My back was really sore on 
Saturday, and I wasn't in such a 
good mood My physio has done 
a tremendous job, and I’m feel- 
ing very good. You have those 
days where you’re not always 


playing your best tennis, and 
sometimes you do silly things out 
there to get yourself going, 

Tra pleased I took advan- 
tage of the situation today. I 
think that was one of the best 
matches I’ve ever served.” 

Rusedski barely had time to 
loosen his left arm before driz- 
zle forced the players back to 
the locker-room for 17 minutes, 
after which the British No 2*s 
serving was as relentless as Fri- 
day’s rain. 

He hit 32 aces, a total of 61 
service-winners, and won 90 
per cent of the points on his first 
deliveries. Has volleys were 
pretty fen, too, 15 of them pro- 
ducing winners. 

Although Reneberg man- 
aged to save the solitary break- 
point in the opening set, 
improvising a defensive drop- 
volley in the sixth game, he was 
overwhelmed in the tie-break, 
7-2. feeding Rusedski encour- 
agement he scarcely required by 
double-faulting to 1-5. 

An impressive return by 
Rusedski tilted the second set 
his way on his second break- 
point at 2-2, and hesecured the 
two-set lead after 74 minutes 


YESTE RD AY AT WIMBLEDO 
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with an ace on the first set-point 

Reneberg might have begun 
to despair of ever cracking the 
Rusedski serve after being bam- 
boozled by three aces and a ser- 
vice winner in the fourth game 
of die third set, by which time a 
similarity in the pattern of points 
may have hilled some spectators 
into a midday slumber. 

If so, they would have been 


rudely awakened by one of the 
biggest cheers of the match, in 
response to a splendid catch by 
a woman in pink when a ball was 
deflected high into the stands off 
the frame of a racket. A lumi- 
nous green plastic bracelet sug- 
gested that the spectator was a 
nappy camper from the 
overnight queue, and her dex- 
terity brightened the day. 


The only time Rusedski ap- 
peared to be in the remotest 
danger of being extended be- 
yond straight sets was when he 
was taken to deuce at 5-6, 
Reneberg reading a second 
serve to his backhand and dri- 
ving it across the. court. He then 
netted a return and scarcely saw 
the ace with which Rusedski 
guaranteed a second tie-break. 

Reneberg missed a forehand 
to put his opponent at 5-4 with 
two serves to come. The Amer- 
ican returned one of them over 
the baseline, Rusedski finishing 
the job on the first match-point 
with an ace off a second serve. 

This was greeted by an ex- 
plosion of cheering. Union 
Jacks of various sizes material- 
ising as it dawned on the crowd 
that another Brit bad become 
a member of the Last Eight 
Gub. 

Had Rusedski noticed the 
empty seats early in the match? 
“I didn't really," he said. "The 


crowd that came to watch the 
match were terrific. They were 
very supportive. And 1 mean, it's 
lunch hour, 12 noon, so I guess 
they're off to lunch." Some 
might even be out to lunch if the 
success story continues. 

“Fm very pleased to be In the 
quarter-finals, but I don't want 
to stop here,” Rusedski said. 
“This, hopefully, is just the be- 
ginning.” 

Boris Becker, defeated the 
Chilean Marcdo Rios, seeded 
one place below him at No 9, 
to head a trio of victorious 
Germans into the last eight The 
other two arc unseeded. 
Michael Stich we know. He 
defeated Becker to win the Ik 
tie in 1991. 

The other one, Nicolas 
Kiefer, we are likely to learn 
much more about as time goes 
by. Due to celebrate his 20th 
birthday on. Saturday, and 
ranked No 98 in the world, he 
eliminated the third-seeded 


Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 6-2. 7-5; 

2 - 6 , 6 - 1 . 

Two years ago. Kiefer was the 
runner-up in the junior sin- 
gles. Two weeks ago he played 
Kafelnikov for the first time, on 
a grass court at Halle, and was 
beaten, 7-6, 7-6. 

Yesterday, the Russian found 
himself two sets in arrears be- 
fore he washable to make an im- 
pression. Kiefer, unlike Tim 
Henman in-tbe first round last 
year, did not allow Kafelnikov's 
prospects of a revival to linger 
much longer than the third 
seL 

Kiefer’s reward is a quarter- 
foal against Australia's Todd 
Woodbridgc, who defeated a 
compatriot, the 12th-seeded 
Fat Rafter. 6-7, 64, 7-6. 6-3. 

Stich who is playing his last 
Grand Slam tournament, de- 
feated Australia's Mark-Wood- 
forde. 6-4, 6-7, 6-3, 7-5. 

More reports. 
Results, page 30 
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Sanchez Vicario and 
Hingis on cruise control 


No. 3340. Wednesday 2 July 
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Uiesday’s Solution 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
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The person who sug- 
gested two months 
ago that the Wim- 
bledon ladies’ sin- 
gles final would be 
contested by Martina Hingis 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
was until recently being held, for 
his own safety, in secure quar- 
ters minus his shoelaces. Now 



that he is out perhaps he will be 
able to enjoy Saturday's contest 


ACROSS 

1 Alarm when springtime 
comes to the underworld 
(6) 

4 A lady's undergarment is 
on the wrong way — there 
is chafing (8) 

10 Sliding scale for trombon- 
ists? (9) 

22 German folklorist sinister, 
with male following (5 ) 

12 Uniformed soldiers in re- 
treat fatigued (7j 

13 Nail-hardener used by tin- 
ker at Inishmoan (7) 

14 Priest to be Head of Chap- 
ter soon (51 

15 Intimate girl puis on a little 
weight (S) 

18 How team's beaten'? 
Rather! (8) 


20 Reversing vehicle in event 
his penalties were terrible 

. l 5 > 

23 Works an Graves in 
chateau? (7) 

25 Distinction of some lines in 
Alice perhaps (7) 

26 Mince-pies a brown colour 

27 & in kitchen-garden (9) 

28 Postpones putting drains 
around America (8) 

29 'fried oxygen to restore 
journalist in charge? (6) 


DOWN 

1 Shadow over eye for two 
hours aboard ship (8) 

2 Cheese unnaturally high 
with this? £7) 

3 Such conviction covers life 
(9) 


5 Instructions to defender on 
field, lifting gear? (5.3,6) 

6 Boring thing to predict we 
hear (5) 

7 Senseless, like Hamlet's 
life-story (7) 

8 Calling with North Ameri- 
can porcelain? (6) 

9 A perfect budget for an Os- 
car presentation (Z5.7) 

16 Neat dude until shaken up 
19) 

17 Sticks on pitch, a centre of 
attraction (8} 

19 Month at work for an ink 
manufacturer (7) 

21 Bail men throw out, creat- 
ing relaxing atmosphere (7) 

22 A born leader profits by ex- 
ploits (6) 

24 The French haH-and- 
farewell (5) 
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Before the French Open, 
Hingis and Sanchez Vicario was 
not the obvious match-up for 
SW19. The Swiss Miss was still 
recovering from arthroscopic 
surgery on her left knee while the 
Spaniard was playing with the 
sort of alacrity that makes you 
want to throw at least your rack- 
ets off Beacby Head. Times 
have changed. Both advanced to 
the quarter-finals by similar 
scores, 6-1. 6-3, yesterday, and 
there was a certain symmetry also 
in the commendation they re- 
ceived from the vanquished 

Hingis has been walking un- 
noticed in the crowd to the 
courts this week inside the cam- 
ouflage of a hooded sweatshirt, 
but there is no disguising her 
growing potency. In the fust set 
against Belgium’s Sabine Ap- 
pelmans. the No 1 seed pro- 
duced the best Wimbledon has 
seen of her. In the second, there 
was only the slightest slackening 
in her intensity. The match end- 
ed with an outrageously delicate 
return of service which appeared 
to land on chewing gum. 

“Her game is suited for every 

court,” Appelmans said. “She 
has very good hands at the net, 
she plays an aggressive game 
and she can do so much with the 
balls. She can do as well here 
as in the other Grand Slams. 

“There’s not so much I could 


have done differently today. She 
was just better and die’s only 16 
so Fm sure she can still improve. 
She has a very complete game 
but if she gets more power, she 
can maybe hit the ball even 
harder. Other players, like Graf 
and Seles, really have to work 
hard around the court, but every- 
thing seems so easy for Martina. 
She's always in the right position 
and it doesn’t look like she has 
to work very hard on court 
That’s the difference from die 
other players. She’s unique.” 

Hingis was so cool and as- 
sured throughout that she 
looked on the verge of boredom. 
"Nobody saw me as a favourite 
at the beginning of the tourna- 
ment but I’ve got through pret- 
ty easily until now,” die said. Not 
as easily, however, as Sanchez 
Vicario, who has lost seven few- 
er games thus far at 13. 

The match between the for- 
mer world No 1 and Mary Pierce 
was scheduled on Centre Court 
as the appetiser before Boris and 
Tim. Empty seats speckled the 
auditorium, and the Royal Box 
looked like Versailles just after 
the Republicans had knocked on 
the door. It was 12.45 before the 
King and Queen of Malaysia. Sir 
GreviHe and Lady Spratt and 
friends took to their seats. 

They plunged themselves 
into the micro-climate of an are- 
na in which the surface suffers 
because of poor air circula- 
tion. An inverted T of khaki 
earth, from the baseline to the 
service line, has now been 
scored on the turf. 

Sanchez Vicario turned up 
for duty minus her small -of-the- 
back ball-holder, but Pierce at 
least provided the reliable box 
of tricks. She smiles at such 
strange times that you could 
imagine her guffawing at a cre- 
mation. The French woman 
ranged between despondency 


and high amusement at the 
battering she was taking. 

It was a contest of-Sanchez’s 
guile and Fierce's muscle and in 
this chess game the latter was 
swiftly established as! the pawn. 
The Spaniard shrewdly slowed 
down her opponent; and was par- 
ticularly keen to let Pierce dwell 
on the loss of key points. In ad- 
dition, she predicted the serve so , 
consistently it appeareda record- 
ing of the match had alrea dy i 
found its way into her possession. 

After a fist set which occupied 
just 21 minutes, there was an an- 
ticipation that Pierce, like Mont- 
serrat would burst into devas- 
tating life. She rallied briefly, pro- 
ducing smashes that threatened 
to produce craters, but was then 
guilty of pressing too bard. It was 
ewer in less than an hour. 

Sanchez Vicario has been in 



the last two finals and as the fig- 
ure that has derailed her on both 


ure that has derailed her on both 
occasions, Steffi Graf, is now in 
Lbe workshop, it appears restora- 
tion may soon be complete. “At 
the beginning of the year I went 
through a vety tough moment 
and if s been very hard.” she said. 
“But now everything has start- 
ed going better for me. It's a 
great win for me today and it 
gives me great confidence.'* 

. So too will the words of the 


Nat all enterprise 


solutions come out 



of the Blue. 


runner-up. “She played a great 
match." Pierce said. “She 


seemed very motivated Defi- 
nitely the way she was playing 
she’ll be tough to beat She 
brings a lot of bails bock, and she 
actually served pretty well and hit 
some good passing shots. Those 
are important shots on grass.” 

Pierce further attributed her 
defeat to a damaged ann, and a 
mysterious state from which she 
cannot really have been suffer- 
ing. lt l didn’t feel vety into the 
match.” she said “I was a little 
tired” Tired Mary, is what nurs- 
es feel at the end of a shift. 


Technologies like Java are helping to 
do away with conplexity on the 
desktop. Servers fee Sun'S? new 
mainframe-class ’Starfire' are making 
things simpler for computer staff 
too, with easier management, less 
downtime and better control. 


Cal for our executive briefing on how 
Starfire can help shea mine your IT. 


Morse Computers 

0800 22 88 88 
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